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Who Was
John A. Brashear?

"We have loved the stars too fondly
to be fearful of the night."
John A. Brashear (1840-1920)

By Haylie Marasco

New Year Resolution?
By Matthew Smith

Have you ever wondered why
we have New Year resolutions?
Do people make New Year
resolutions all around the world?
Have we always had New Year
resolutions? When did New Year
resolutions begin? These are just
a few of the questions I always
think about around this time of
year.
New Year’s resolutions
originated with the Babylonians
who made promises to their gods
at the beginning of each year that
they would return borrowed
objects, and to pay their debts

In 1849, at the age of 9, his grandfather
took him to view the moon and Saturn
through a telescope.
This influential
experience stayed with him his entire life,
and fostered his love for astronomy. He
worked as a millwright during the day, and
explored the skies at night.
John A. Brashear taught himself the art
of making mirrors and lenses, and gained
international acclaim in the late 19th
century for producing astronomical optics
of great precision. He constructed the
optical elements for telescopes that are
still
used
today,
and
designed
photographic instruments that have
discovered many asteroids. He was an
astronomer,
an
inventor
and
a
humanitarian.
Brashear High School was built in 1976
to comply with state orders to desegregate.
Three high schools (South Hills, Fifth
Ave, & Gladstone) were closed and the
Continued on pg 3.

back, they made the promise to
the god "Janus" who the month
of January is named after.
(Source: www.lifehack.org)
More than 50% of Americans
make New Year resolutions each
year about common things like
weight loss, finances, smoking,
drinking, being stress free, and
family time are all big ones we
hear each year. Research
suggests more than 35% of
people make unrealistic goals for
themselves and another 33%
don’t keep track and forget, and
another 10% say they made too

(Continued on pg 3)

Pictured above, left to right: Avery Bishop, Keyonna Hartwick, Avery
Steck, Alexus Sellers, Kamrym Burch, Sierra Bennett, Alexis Arlotta &
Hayley Cerminara. Brashear at The Warhol, See article on page 3.
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Nicky's Family
It has become a yearly
tradition for a group of
students to make the trek to
the SouthSide Works to view
a film that screams of
heroism,
determination,
survival and altruism.
Last month 90 Brashear
students took part in a
viewing of "Nicky's Family,"
a JFILM production that tells
the story of Nicholas Winton,
an Englishman who organized
the rescue of 669 Czech and
Slovak children just before
the outbreak of WWII.
Mr. Winton lived to be
106 (he recently died in
2015), but his humanitarian
acts remained a secret until
over 50 years later, when in
the late 1980's, his wife was
going through their attic and
happened upon boxes of
artifacts that documented his
courageous acts some 50
years in the past.
Winton's incredible story
was exposed in 1988 during
an episode of "That's Life," a
popular British TV series.
The knowledge of his
courageous
acts
have
continued
to
spread
throughout the world.
His story is a very
emotional one. Nicky risked
everything, including his own
life & safety, to save those
children.
(Continued on pg 4)
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Congratulations to our December Students of the Month!
11
th

12th

Sam Roberto

Jade Flores
1. Favorite thing about
school? Seeing my friends
and learning.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Browne &
Mr. Kipp
3. Fav subject: Math
4. Future plans: Attend
college to be an Architect, or
for an Engineering Degree.
5. Extracurriculars: NHS,
Cross Country, Track & Field,
and Latino Union.
6. Fav pastimes: Hanging
out with my friends & family.
7. One person you look up to,
and why? My mom because
she works very hard for us.
8. Advice for your fellow
students: Be positive,
because
if
you
think
negatively, you will never be
satisfied and/or happy.

1. Favorite thing about
school? My friends
2. Favorite teacher:
Mr. Cupps
3. Fav subject:
Environmental Science
4. Future plans:
National Park Ranger
5. Extracurricular(s):
Swim Team Captain
6. Hobbies/Pastimes:
Hiking, sleeping, hanging
out with my friends
7. Favorite movie:
Pulp Fiction or The Shining
8. One person you look up
to, and why? Guy Fieri, he
knows where Flavortown's
at.
9. Advice for my fellow
classmates: Don't take 4
AP classes in 1 year.

Abigail Linski
1. Favorite thing about school?
Learning
2. Fav teacher: Mrs. Wenneker
3. Favorite subject: AP Calculus
4. Future plans: To go to college and
study mathematics.
5. Activities: Cheerleading, Fall Play,
Spring
Musical,
Drama
Club,
Thespian Society & Cross Country.
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Reading
7. Favorite book: Slaughterhouse V
8. Advice for fellow classmates:
Don't be afraid to get involved, it's a
great way to make friends and show
your school spirit.

Jalen Smith

1. Favorite thing about school? It's a
place where you can be educated and
have fun at the same time.
2. Favorite teacher: Mrs. Sharkey
3. Fav subject: Math
4. Future plans: Going to college for
Business Management.
5. Hobbies: Basketball
6. Favorite movie: Friday
Favorite artist: Drayco McCoy
7. Who is one person you look up to,
and why? My brother, because he
always had my back no matter what
and he supported me since I started
walking.
8. One thing you want people to know
about you? I'm an uncle of 10!
9. Advice for your classmates: Just
stay strong, your last day will come out
of nowhere.

10th

1. Fav thing about school? Reading &
drawing.
2. Fav teacher(s): Mrs. Fleming, Mrs.
Etters & Ms. DeIuliis
3. Fav subject: Library, Art & Gym.
4. Future plans: To make mangas and
an anime in the future.
5. Extracurricular(s): Unified Track &
Field, Animation Club, and Gaming.
6. Fav song: Adventure of a Lifetime,
by Coolplay.
7. One person you look up to? My
mother because she can teach me a
lot of things.
8. One thing to know about you? I am
an artist.

Shawn Glover

9th

Shokhajon Sultonov
1. Fav thing about school? Learning
something new
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Mallow
3. Fav subject: Math
4. Future Plans: Graduate school with
a high A average.
5. Hobbies: Drawing
6. Favorite sport: Tennis
7. Favorite athlete: Ronaldo
8. Advice for your fellow classmates:
Think twice before you say, "I don't
know."

Maria Matts
1.Fav thing about school: Meeting new
people.
2. Fav Teacher: Mrs. Zaremski
3. Fav Subject: Gym
4. Future plans: Physical Therapist
5. Extracurricular activities: Volleyball,
basketball, soccer & softball.
6. Fav movie: High School Musical
7. One person you look up to: My mom
8. One thing to know about me: I like
sports.
10. Advice for my fellow classmates:
Stay in school and do your best!

Sydney Smith
1. Fav thing about school: I love
hanging out with my friends.
2. Favorite teacher(s): Ms. Deluliis,
Miss Etters & Miss Fleming
3. Fav subject: Partners PE
4. Future plans: I plan to continue
doing well in school, and to work at a
job I love.
5. ExtraCurricular(s): Cross Country &
Stage Crew
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Cheer & going to
Penguin games.
7. One person you look up to? My
friend, Trinity, because she helps me.
8. Advice for your fellow classmates:
We need to treat each other nicely.

The Bull Pen
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Brashear at THE WARHOL

By Keyonna Hartwick
Andy Warhol is an artist who was
born and raised in Pittsburgh. He
was a leading figure in the visual art
movement known as "pop art." He
moved to New York to spark his
career, and even though it started off
very slowly, as you can see, he made
it very far.
I was lucky enough to get to go to
the Warhol Museum with the GSA.
We started off with painting a
picture of either Andy Warhol or
Candy Darling (a famous drag queen
from the '60s & '70s). Then we went
to tour his artwork. There were
several different types of work like
sculptures, paintings, films, and
screen printing. My favorite was the
piece of art that was made of beads.

When you first see it, you wouldn’t
be able to see it’s made of beads, but
when you’re close you can.
In Andy Warhol’s art he broke a
lot of barriers, especially in his
films. When there were rumors
about a certain piece, for example,
when it was said there were men
shaking their butts, he responded by
making it into a film.
He had a huge effect on society
and the LGBT community at the
time. Big thanks to Mr. Brown and
the Andy Warhol museum for
allowing us to visit.
Pictured at right, from l to r: Keyonna
Hartwick, Kamryn Burch, Alexus Sellers,
Alexis Arlotta & Hayley Cerminara

ROBOTICS Anyone?
Contributed by Mr. Laurenson

This past month Brashear's 1st ever
Robotics Team started pre-season training
using computer aided design software
(CAD). The build season starts January 6th.
Combining the excitement of sport with
the rigors of science and technology, students
will be able to collaborate with one another to
design and build robots to compete against
other high school students.
Opportunities include the chance to visit
and utilize CMU's National Robotics
Engineering Center in Lawrenceville,
Pa.
Anyone interested in getting involved
should stop by to see Mr. Laurenson in room
208. Stay tuned.
Pictured below, left to right: Lam Huynh, Benny
Luong, Christian Vollberg & Cameron Davis.

John A. Brashear, from pg 1

plan was to bus white and
black students to the new
school.
These
were
tumultuous times. The school
opened with protesters from
different communities. There
was a lot of media coverage,
and school security and city
police were on hand the first
week of school in 1976.
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
Pictured above, l
Over the years the school
to r: Evelyn,
Naida Bradley-Bey
Alexis Sellers
has evolved. Today, we have
Zubko, Avery
Laiken Brown
Matthew Smith
so many students and staff
Steck, Casmair
Johnathan Carl
Mondayja Smith
Frison, Nikki
from different cultures and
Shyanne Connolly
Jalysa Tabb
Nyugen, Julie
places from around the world.
Tyler Ford
Tahjale Thomas
Piasecki & Avery
We have grown together and
Bishop
Keyonna Hartwick
Shemar Tinker
become one amazing school.
Haylie Marasco
Demi Warzinski
Our principal, Ms. Safran,
Lauren Morris
and all our vice principals,
really help out and encourage each
(Continued from pg 1, Resolutions)
and every one of us to do our best.
many resolutions to remember.
To make our school not just a place
A study done by Richard Wiseman showed that
where everyone is merely tolerated,
out of 3,000 people, 88% of those people who set
but a place where each and every
New Year’s Resolutions fail. But, 52% of the study
student and staff member is
participation were confident of their success. Most
embraced, welcomed and accepted
men achieved their goal 22% more in goal setting.
for who they are.
But woman succeeded 10% more than men did
Over the past 41 years, Brashear
when they made their goals public and got support
High School has grown and changed
from friends. I wonder why that is so…
for the better. The school culture is
So, at this time of year, what is YOUR New
welcoming and accommodating for
Year’s Resolution!?!?!?!
all. WE ARE Brashear Bulls!

Jan 2018
From The Counselor's
Suite - Dr. Gild
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The Bull Pen
years of high school and advance to reach their
future college/career dreams.
I enjoy
accompanying them on that journey to accomplish
their goals. The teens keep me on my toes. Because
education and learning has played such a vital role
in my life, I hope that I can share this with my
students. As I have worked as a Counselor, my
family has grown in size. When the students ask me
“how many kids do you have Dr. G.?” I tell them,
“I have 237 kids, including my own son. “

"A Word From Our VP"

If not a Counselor, what would you do?
I would probably still be working in the Education
field. I might work in University setting where I
would be teaching, learning, and researching. I also
enjoy languages so I might consider doing
translations or international business.

By Tyler Ford
Why did you become a Counselor?
I really enjoy working with youth and
helping them reach their goals –
graduating and becoming successful
and productive citizens. I try to start
each day in a positive and energetic
manner.
As a Counselor, my
profession is fun, challenging and
rewarding.
I can work with each
student on an individual basis. I use
the
“whole
child”
approach
emphasizing all of the academic,
social-emotional, and college/career
goals. It is very important to me that
each student feels “engaged,”
“supported,” and “challenged.”
Education has always been a priority in
my life and I try to encourage and
impress upon all students the
importance of education now and in
the future.

What is some of the advice that you give to
students:
I always try to instill the value of high expectations
for all of my students. I believe students should
always challenge themselves to strive to obtain the
highest possible level. I advise each one to believe
in himself/herself and to never shortchange oneself.
One of my mottos is to “Think before you act” so
that teens can make good/positive choices.
What are some of your outside interests and
hobbies?
I have many interests, most of them include family
time and my son’s sports and school events. My
family and I love to play music, to swim, snorkel,
walk/hike, travel- exploring beautiful places.

What do you like most about your
career?
I find it fulfilling to watch students
transition from 9th grade to graduating
seniors. It is most rewarding to see
students mature throughout their 4
Nicky's Family, continued from page 1.

Pictured above: Students attending a JFILM TEEN
SCREENING at the SOUTHSIDE WORKS, 12/18.

Students left the film asking questions
like, "How could he have been so selfless?"
"I can't imagine being in that situation and
having the courage to say goodbye to my
children forever." "It's amazing how so
many of the rescued kids turned out to be
great successes, and none of it would have
been possible with Nicholas Winton."
The film ends talking about how what
Nicolas Winton did was like throwing a
peeble into a lake, with the ripple effects of
his good deed continuing on in generation
after generation, and having the students
look within themselves and asking what
they could do in their own right to make a
similar positive ripple effect in society.
It was a remarkable film for all of us to
see.

By: Alexus Sellers
"4 Years with Mr.Corona"
Mr. Corona was a social studies teacher
at Perry High School before coming to
Brashear. He has worked for the PPS for
25 years and counting. The way he got the
job at Brashear is because Mrs. Safran
brought him here, interviewed him, and
asked if he would like to become VP. Of
course he said YES!
He started working at Brashear in 2014.
His favorite thing about Brashear are the
kids, especially Alexus Sellers (lol). His
favorite activities are the sporting events,
Plays & Lunch Duty.
Mr. Corona's hobbies are basketball and
cars. His dream vacation would be a trip
to Hawaii.
Mr Corona said, "I really enjoy my
career in Education and working with
young people each day, but if I wasn't
here, I would probably be a car salesman,
because that was a prior job of mine and I
was really good at it." When the seniors
graduate in June, he said he is going to be
proud of our accomplishments. His advice
to us seniors, "Stay true to yourself &
work hard."

NIGHT SESSIONS Friday 4 p.m.-10 p.m.
January 26, 2018
February 16, 2018
March 16, 2018

Interested in Skiing or
Snowboarding???
See Ms. Yon (Rm 342) or Mr. Baker
(Rm 209) for a FUN TIME on the slopes
this winter season!

Jan 2018
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Senior Gear Has Arrived - The Class of 2018

By Tyler Ford

Above, left to right: PPS Superintendent, Dr. Hamlet,
PPS School Board Member, Mr. Kevin Carter, and
Brashear H.S. Librarian, Mr. Carlton Heywood.

Congratulations to one of our own, our
librarian, Mr. Carlton Heywood!
In
December he was recognized by the New
Pittsburgh Courier as one of 50 "Men of
Excellence" for 2017. The award is based
upon the nomination of local individuals who
identify deserving individuals for their
tireless work and commitment to the
Pittsburgh Community.
Mr. Heywood was one of three men with
ties to the Pittsburgh Public Schools who
were Awardees. PPS Superintendent Dr.
Anthony Hamlet and School Board member
Mr. Kevin Carter were also recipients of the
honor.
Asking Mr. Heywood about how he feels
receiving this award, he had this to say. "I'm
not sure what I have done to receive this

Pictured above, l to r: Hayden Czerwinski, Dayman Johnson, Iam Tran, Benny Luong, Lesly Ramirez, Helina
Patel, Alyssa Norkevicus, Darian Green, Kylie Didion, Alisa Boroquez, Sara Tardio, Demi Wardzinski, Mia
Sterling, Sam Baroquez, Karlee Caezar, Bridgette O'Neil, Alexis Jones, Amber Eadie, Shania, Chantel
Brandon, Marissa Volpe & Mickalena Sheehan.

Senior Quotes:
award, but I have always considered myself a
champion of education. Specifically reading. I
believe that everyone should try to fall in love
with a good book and if you don't like books
keep searching until you meet one that you like.
I also try to live as a role model and inspiration
to every student that I see. I've been teaching in
the Pittsburgh Public School system for 26
years and I cherish every experience."
Mr. Heywood, thank you for all you do each
and every day! We're lucky to have you!

2017 Civics Summit At Brashear -

By Joel Graham

An integral part of the Civics curriculum is learning about individual rights &
responsibilities. In this day and age, citizen and police relations is a timely topic. Under the
direction of Civics teacher, Mr. Joel Graham, Jason Sippey, one of his 9th grade students,
reached out to the Zone 6 Pittsburgh Police officers he met at our Brashear Civics Summit
in October and asked them to come back to his 8th period Civics class on 11/21 as part of
his Civics Service Learning Project. The officers and students circled up to build
relationships and get to know each other on a more personal level. There were lively &
engaging discussions about topics such as freedom of speech, protections from illegal
searches & seizures, and expectations when confronted by a police officer, to name a few.
It was another great example of our 9th grade students working hard and being Bulls.
Pictured at left: Jordan
Blackman & Jaden Vincent
Upper right: Darla Cato,
Tationa Bradley & Abby
Fontana
Right: Jason Sippey,
Jahmari Watkins &
Saleeyah Marshall

(By Mondayja Smith)

"I can't wait to put on my cap and gown,
walk across that stage and make my
mama proud!" -Amber Eadie
"I have to be successful because I like
expensive things." -Dee Dee Robinson
"Make the best of it. It will be over
before you know it!" -Demi Warzinski
"Enjoy the little things about high school.
-Jalysa Tabb
"Never let the fear of striking out keep
you from playing the game."
-Naida Bradley-Bey

Jan 2018
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New TeacherSocial Studies Dept
Ms. May-Stein

By Lauren Morris
Q: Why did you decide to become a
teacher?
A: When I graduated from college I
taught in South Korea and loved it.
Q: Was it different being in South Korea?
A: It was different being over there they
treated women like they did in the 1950's.
I got payed less than my male colleagues.
They work harder in South Korea; they
don't really have sick days
Q: What do you like most about your
career?
A: Working and talking with kids.
Q: What do you like the least about your
career?
A: Grading.
Q: What has been one of your favorite
experiences at Brashear?
A: The Spanish heritage month was very
interesting. As an ESL teacher I enjoy
learning about different countries and
cultures.
Q: If you were not a teacher what would
you be doing?
A: Food critic. I love to eat & I
considered going to culinary school.
Q: What are your interests and hobbies?
A: Rock climbing, skiing, reading and
cooking
Q: Do you have any advice for students?
A: Don't procrastinate. Just do it.

Veteran Teacher of the
Month - Art Dept
Mr. Shuty
By Laiken Brown
This months veteran teacher is Mr. Shuty,
a very respectable man who is extremely wise
to the Brashear ways. Mr. Shuty has been
working here since 1994, which is 23 years! I
asked him what keeps him wanting to teach
here at Brashear, he responds, "The schools
population and my coworkers," he also adds,
"I love the diversity and students here."
When Mr. Shuty first started teaching, he
worked mornings at Brashear and afternoons
at Allderdice. When opportunity knocked for
him to choose just one school to work at fulltime, he chose Brashear. Mr. Shuty has a
tremendous love for Brashear, adding,
"Brashear has blossomed over the years and
turned into a quality institution." Jewelry is
not his only area of expertise, as he has also
taught visual arts and ceramics, but out of

them all, his heart is with jewelry.
With many accomplishments his greatest is
writing the curriculum and syllabus for Jewelry
and Metal to be utilized by the entire District.
Mr. Shuty tells us, "If I had my pick of any
school to teach at in Pittsburgh I would still
choose Brashear." Mr. Shuty's valuable advice
for the students would be, "You'll learn more
from classmates than teachers."

THE EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA
By Demi Wardzinski

All Taped-Up For Charity

7 negative effects social media has on teens.
*Studies show that social media lowers self-esteem in
youth.
*Social media promotes anxiety.
*Cyber bullying has become more prominent because
more kids have access to the internet and social media.
*Identity theft happens more often now. People pretend
to be someone they are not.
*Social media creates a lack of social skills among
people because they do not have to interact with others
personality they are able to do it on the internet so
quickly.
*What teens post on social media can impact their
future or their chances of getting into the college of
their choice.
*Social media creates violence in neighborhoods.
Source: www.smartsocial.com

MLK, Jr ESSAY CONTEST

The staff of the school newspaper, The Bull
Pen, is sponsoring an MLK, Jr Essay Contest.

By Mr. Geller

Most of us are well aware of the significance
of MLK, Jr as a social activist who lead the
Civil Rights Movement in the United States
from the mid-1950's until his death in 1968.
Every year, most of my students are wellversed in certain lines of his famous, "I Have a
Dream" speech.
They look forward to
discussing and celebrating his life &
achievements, most notably his fight for racial
equality in the United States.
So, every year I ask my students the
following question: "If MLK, Jr were alive
today, would he feel as though his Dream has
been fulfilled? Why or why not?" This is a
question they seem to embrace & ponder...

Respond to the question posed in this article.
Submit your essay to Mr. Geller in Room 235
NO LATER THAN Wednesday, Jan 24, 2018.
Expectation: 1-2 page response (max 2 pages)
Prizes: 1st pl - $50
2nd pl- $20
3rd pl- $10
Essays will be voted on by member of The Bull
Pen Staff. Their decision(s) will be final.
Winners will be announced & published in the
February Issue of The Bull Pen.

By Shyanne Connolly
Under the direction of teachers
Ms. Daelhousen & Mrs. Fabyonic,
Student Council partnered with the
Lymphoma Society for one of their
first fundraisers, “Stick It To
Cancer.” Brashear Student Council
President, Leon Blair, volunteered to
be taped to the wall, all in good fun!.
Each student paid $1 to place a piece
of tape on Leon. Overall, they
raised approximately $70 to donate
towards the fight against cancer.

The Bull Pen
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MPaC is Hands-On

“What were your plans for winter break?”
By Jalysa Tabb
Most families go on family vacations during the winter break. Family
vacations are bonding experiences. Families usually go to visit other
family members, or out of town to visit new places to create more
memories. I've asked plenty of my fellow classmates about their winter
break plans.
Student 1- My family and I have a big Christmas dinner, and after we
volunteer at homeless shelters.
Student 2- Our family goes out of town to see other family members for
the whole break.
Student 3-My family only has a small family dinner at a restaurant.
Student 4-I'm going to work my break until Christmas, then have a
family dinner
Student 5- I'm going out of town to spend time with my grandparents
Teacher 1- Spending time with my children
Teacher 2- Taking my family to my parents for Christmas dinner
So, during winter break, what did you do? Send your responses to my
email stjtabb2@ppsstudents.net. Be on the lookout for some student
responses in the next issue of The Bull Pen.

Girls Hoops

GOOD LUCK
to the Lady
Bulls on the
court this
season!!!

Pictured at left:
Bottom, l to r: Sara
James & Dallala
Hashem. Top row:
Joelin Woodall,
Tyonna Walker,
Lyndsey Thompson,
Mara James, Maria
Matts & Payge.

Pictured above, l to r: Ryan Dallas, Rayshawn Adams, Paige Vaccarelli,
Dan Volpe, Jalen Smith & Will Forster.

Above, a peek
in
on
Mr.
Weiblinger's class
provides a clear
picture of how his
Multimedia
Production
and
Coding (MPaC)
students
get
hands-on
experience
by
disassembling and
reassembling old
computers. They
ultimately
can
transfer this skill
to building their
own computers at
home.

2017 Drug Awareness Program - By Jonathan Carl
Mr. Pail and Mrs. McGrath organized a Drug Awareness Week last month, in lieu of National
Red Ribbon Week. There were three days of guest speakers-drug dogs, recovering addicts, and
undercover narcotics detective. Students were able to listen in, ask questions, and interact with
Officer Borghini & Officer Bob. The officers were able to offer first-hand accounts of how drugs
destroy people's lives, and impress upon them, the epidemic it has become.
Activities were planned throughout the week to engage students in focusing on addressing the
issue of drug abuse. Red bracelets were passed out to students to wear to express their pride in
being drug-free. Another day, students were encouraged to wear red in order to "RED up Brashear
against drug abuse."

MPaC Girls Rule Coding!
Lauren Berlin & Lauren Skelly placed
1st in the regional SkillsUSA
competition for Web Design on
12/19/17. They will compete in the State
SkillsUSA competition in the spring.

Jan 2018
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Swimming - "On Your Mark"
For those of you who remember the "Duel in
the Pool" last month, well, it was a great success in
stirring up and directing attention to the swim
team. "Prior to the Duel, some students didn’t
even know that Brashear had a swim team," said
teacher & coach, Ms. Lauren McElroy. She then
added, "We are always accepting new swimmers to
the team, as long as you have some competitive
experience. It’s too late to teach the basics."
The girls team is off to a hot start, proudly
undefeated so far through three meets. A special
shout-out and congratulations is in order for Sam
Harvill who has qualified for the WPIAL
Championship at the University of Pittsburgh in
the 100 yard backstroke, with a time of 1:02.56.
On the boys side, Sam Roberto is undefeated in
the 50 yard freestyle, making him the fastest
swimmer in four schools (Brashear, Obama,
Carrick and Cornell).
Thur, Jan 18 @3:30pm
HOME MEETS: Thur, Feb 1 @3:30pm
Thur, Feb 15 @3:30pm

WRESTLING UPDATE
Above, l to r: front row, Latel Williams & Lontae Smith;
back, Shemar Tinker, Daejon Brentley & Richard Gainer

By Shemar Tinker
There has been a drought of late on the
basketball courts at Brashear. Some may ask,
can Brashear's basketball team make it to the
championship this season? Yes, I believe so,
because we put out a strong effort when we
played Woodland Hills, and they are a tough
team. We are currently 4-7, already
surpassing the total wins throughout all of
season. This past week we defeated Obama
58-57 in a thriller on our home court! We
are starting to gel, and we just need to work as
a team and put our shoes on the court.
To be better as a team it’s all about
communication and being active at both ends
of the court, especially on DEFENSE!!!
Offensively, we need to share the ball and be
ONE coordinated unit.
Coach White had this to say about the
prospects of the season. "We are off to a
decent start, and the team seems to be
growing a bit and working on coming
together as one. The City League is pretty
stacked this year, with Carrick leading the
way. We will have to play very good
basketball to compete this season. We have
the talent to make it happen, but the players
have to believe in each other and play great
team defense."
Time will tell. Let's hope the team is
still in the conversation come March.
Wrestling, continued from above.

team from 2005-09, completing a successful
h.s. career by winning over 20 bouts her
senior year.
Joe is well aware of his pedigree, saying,
"I know a lot of people remember my brother
and what he did. I hope to be in the same
conversation when my time at Brashear is
done."

He wakes up each morning and goes to bed each
night with one thing on his mind... making it to
STATES in Hershey, Pa come March, and standing
on the podium with some hardware. Last season he
came up short, going 1-2 at Regions in Altoona,
leaving unfinished business on his radar.
Joe Mwete is off to a hot start this season,
amassing a 9-1 record to date. he was 5-0 at Red
Bank, Pa, earlier in the month and has been
searching out competition to gauge his progress in
preparation for post-season action.
Wrestling seems to be in his genes. His older
brother, Godwin Nyama, was a 2012 Brashear
graduate and ended his h.s. career as the most
decorated wrestler in City League history. He's in
the history books as the winningest wrestler with a
record of 126-19, and is only 1 of 4 City League
wrestlers to ever make it to STATES (he went
twice). His senior year he became the only wrestler
from the City to win a State Championship. Also,
his sister, Makisa, was a member of the wrestling
(Continued bottom left)

Senior Girls, left to right: Katie Roberto,
Lauren Skelly, Sam Harvill showing Bull and
Holiday spirit at their meet against Cornwall.

Pictured above: 11th grader, Joe Mwete.
Season record: 9-1 Career record: 52-33

