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24th Annual African
American History
Challenge Bowl

Congrats to Julie Piasecki, Nikki
Nguyen & Mrs. Sharkey as they
represented Brashear at the 24th Annual
African American History Challenge
Bowl this past month. The competition
is sponsored by the Pgh Public Schools &
100 Black Men of Western PA, Inc.
Students squared off against opposing
teams from other local PPS high schools,
engaging in a timed trivia based event
about all facts related to African
American History, in quest of winning an
all-expensive paid trip to the National
Competition to compete for scholarship
monies.

Black History Month

February 2018
Be My Valentine
By Jalysa Tabb

By Jalysa Tabb
Black History Month is an annual
celebration of achievements by African
Americans and a time to recognize the role
they have played in U.S. History. Created
by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, it started out as
"Negro History Week," and has blossomed
into a month-long celebration.
Both his parents were slaves. He
believed education was the only way out of
servitude. He received a doctorate at
Harvard University. He believed that the
history of African Americans was being
misrepresented, or not focused on at all. He
was determined to educate people on
African American History. He founded the
association for the study of Negro Life in
1915. Then he published a journal of Negro
History, now known as the Journal of
African American History.
Negro History week started in 1926. The
second week of February was chosen
because of Frederick Douglass' birthday,
one of the most famous African Americans
that ever lived, and President Lincoln's
birthday. It wasn't until 1976 when the
holiday became a whole month, some 26
years after the creator's death.
Mr. Heywood, our school librarian, has
organized numerous activities and events to
celebrate Black History Month. One, being
Brashear's version of the African American
Speaker's Bureau, where he has invited &

Pictured below: Members of Brashear's The Future Is Mine Club (TFIM) who were able to meet and listen to
former Cincinnati Bengal & local entrepreneur, Chris "Steel" Edmonds.

How did Valentine’s Day become a
holiday, and where did it originate?
Lupercalia was an ancient, possibly preRoman pastoral annual festival, observed in
Rome on February 15, to avert evil spirits and
purify the city, releasing health and fertility.
The first Valentine's Day was in the year
496! The Romans had a festival called
Lupercalia in the middle of February,
officially the start of their springtime.
The United States isn't the only place that
celebrates the romantic holiday, countries like
Denmark, France, South Korea, Wales,
China, Philippines, Italy, Brazil, South
Africa. I personally did not know all these
countries celebrated the romantic day. There
are so many different things people from all
around the world do on V-Day. Look it up!
You'll be fascinated and amazed!

scheduled countless guest speakers to share
their live journey & careers. Teachers have
taken their classes to the library on various
days throughout the month of February.
Also, each week in February began and
is to close with the singing of "Lift Ev'ry
Voice" during PA announcements, and
African American facts in History will be
read daily during announcements. The
"Lifting As We Climb" History Bowl
(March 1) will allow students to
demonstrate their knowledge of African
American History in a setting much like the
television show "Hometown IQ". Teams of
students will compete in front of a school
audience. In addition, African American
book and artifact display will occur
throughout the month in the library.
Also, there was a MLK, Jr. essay writing
contest sponsored by the social studies
dept. As always, it has been a busy month
at John A. Brashear High School!
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Congratulations to our 12th GRADE Students of the Month!
January

December

Lauren Berlin
1. Favorite thing about school?
Having a CTE for 3 periods.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Weiblinger
3. Favorite subject: M-PAC
4. Future plans: Becoming a
Forensic Investigator
5. Extracurriculars: Captain of the
Tennis Team
6. Fav pastimes: Watching Netflix
7. One person you look up to, and
why? My mom. She is going for
her MBA.
8. One thing I want people to know
about me: I am a very outspoken
person.

Chris Neill
1. Favorite thing about school?
Meeting new people and making
new friends
2. Favorite teacher:
Mrs. Zaremski
3. Fav subject: Anatomy
4. Extracurricular(s):
Playing sports
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Playing
baseball and Hockey
6. One thing you want people to
know about you: I am athletic
7. Advice for my fellow classmates:
Don't give up. #GROWTHMINDSET

Helina Patel
1. Favorite subject: Math
2. Future plans: Attending Penn
State for an Accounting Major
3. Activities: Marching Band,
Senior Steering, National Honor
Society, Stage Crew for Musical
4. One person I look up to, and
why: My mother because she is
hardworking,
caring
and
supportive.
5. Advice for fellow classmates:
Join an extra-curricular activity, it
may be hard work, but you meet a
lot of great people, and it allows
you to learn new skills.

Christian Vollberg
1. Favorite thing about school?
Educating myself
2. Favorite subject: AP Calculus
3. Future plans: Penn State for
Biomedical Engineering and enter
the medical field
4. Activities: Baseball & Robotics
Club (I hope to continue my baseball
career in college)
5. Hobbies: Sports, exercise, video
games, spending time with my
friends, and fixing cars
6. Favorite book: Catcher in The Rye
7. Who is one person you look up to,
and why? My mother, as she has
gone through many struggles and is
doing her best in life.
8. One thing you want people to
know about you? I love to learn
because you will have to learn
throughout your whole life.
9. Advice for your classmates: Don't
dropout.

MLK, JR ESSAY CONTEST
WINNER - Lauren Morris
"If Martin Luther King were alive, would he
feel as though his Dream has been
fulfilled?"?
If Martin Luther King, Jr were alive today
I believe he would be happy that we as a
community, as a race, have been coexisting
together in schools, in job environments,
even in simple bathrooms, considering once
upon a time we weren't allowed to share the
same bathrooms or even look in each others
directions without serious consequences.
But, I believe Dr.King would be appalled at
the events that have taken place lately with
the appearances of KKK members, our
President's choices, the riots, & the police
brutality, just to name a few.

King would want unity and in this day
and age he would want unity and equal rights
for everyone, not just African Americans.
King would be proud of those standing up
and speaking out, he would be happy of the
involvement of different races in one school,
but we still have to look at the bigger picture,
as racism is still a problem. It's possible it
may always exist, but it doesn't have to. It
takes a lot of energy to hate someone. It's
pointless to make a person's life so
difficult.
No one is saying to love every person of
every race, of every gender you have ever
come in contact with, but if you truly don't
like someone, don't say anything. We are all
entitled to our opinions and beliefs, but we
don't have to tear down a specific person
because of it. King wouldn't have wanted
that.
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Maya Angelou My Role Model

By Matthew Smith
Who was Martin Luther King ?
Martin Luther King, Jr. was an
American Baptist minister and Civil
Rights activist who became the most
known spokesman and leader in the
Civil Rights Movement from 1954
through 1968.
What does Dr Martin Luther King
mean to me ? He means a lot to me
because without his voice and bravery
I wouldn’t be going to a public school
& riding public buses, being able to
have the same freedom rights as white
men & women he protested that
everyone should be treated the same
that blacks are just as important as
whites that we shouldn’t be mistreated
for the color of our skin.
He is a hero because he had a
dream that not many people saw. He
did it preaching non-violence, just
peace. That’s something most people
can’t do. I don’t believe I could
possibly be as brave as he was.
Because of MLK and others
working constantly for change, they
made a difference, and change
happened. Even though he didn't get to
see it happen, we carry on his name
and legacy. Martin Luther King is a
hero to me.

By Jalysa Tabb
Inspiring Quotes For Black History Month

Who is Maya Angelou?
Maya Angelou (1928-2014) was
an American poet, memoirist, and
civil rights activist. She published
seven autobiographies, three books
of essays, several books of poetry,
and was credited with a list of plays,
movies, and television shows
spanning over 50 years. She was
born as Marguerite Ann Johnson on
April 8th, 1928 in St. Louis,
Missouri, and just recently died on
May 28, 2014. When she began her
career as a nightclub singer in the
1950's, she took the professional
name Maya Angelou, combining her
childhood nickname with a form of
her husband's name.
As a child, while still in high school,
she became the first ever African
American
female
streetcar
conductor in San Francisco,
California.
Civil Rights Movement:
She was a brilliant author who
organized with Dr. King and served
on the staff of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.
Why I look up to her:
A few years back, I worked a
summer job and we were told to
choose an inspirational African
American woman. The task was a
little hard because there weren't a lot
of people to choose from. So I chose
to research her, and I gather so
much information. Everyone else
thought the task was boring, but I
was so intrigued by all the different
types of things she was involved in.
This task has stuck with me for a
few years. This is the reason why I
chose her as my role model.

:1. “Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations.”
—Dr. Mae Jemison, first African-American female astronaut
2. “I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound
to the starless midnight of racism and war that the bright
daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality….
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the
final word.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.
3. “The cost of liberty is less than the price of repression.”
—W.E.B. Du Bois
4. “In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay
ourselves the highest tribute.”
—Thurgood Marshall, first African American U.S. Supreme Court
member
5. “Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures the hater more
than it injures the hated.”
—Coretta Scott King
6. “Whatever we believe about ourselves and our ability comes
true for us.”
—Susan L. Taylor, journalist
7. “Defining myself, as opposed to being defined by others, is one
of the most difficult challenges I face.”
—Carol Moseley-Braun, politician and lawyer
8. “One day our descendants will think it incredible that we paid
so much attention to things like the amount of melanin in our skin
or the shape of our eyes or our gender instead of the unique
identities of each of us as complex human beings.”
—Franklin Thomas, activist, philanthropist, and former president
of the Ford Foundation
9. “My humanity is bound up in yours, for we can only be human
together.”
—Desmond Tutu
10. “Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken winged
bird that cannot fly.”
—Langston Hughes
11. “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.”
—Frederick Douglass
12. “The time is always right to do what is right.”
—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
13. “Have a vision. Be demanding.”
—Colin Powell
14. “Freedom is never given; it is won.”
—A. Philip Randolph, civil rights activist
15. “Success is to be measured not so much by the position that
one has reached in life as by the obstacles which he has
overcome while trying to succeed.”
-Booker T. Washington
Source: Parade.com Feb 1, 2017.
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Learning Environment
Specialist Mrs. Tokarski

by: Parris Moses
Everyone is bound to have self-doubt about
themselves. But truth be told, acceptance
is important for everyone to have. It's a
sign of respect for yourself and others. We
the staff and students believe you should
accept yourself for how you stand out, how
different each one of us is. It's about being
proud of who you are and where you came
from. If you can't accept yourself, you won't
be able to accept anyone else... more
important, nobody will accept you. In this
world and school you have to love yourself
because you can become something great.
If you put your mind to something you will

By Lauren Morris
Mrs. Smith is just one of the many
counselors we have here at Brashear High
School, and I had the privilege of getting
the chance to sit down and get to know her
a little better.
Q: How long have you been a counselor
and how long have you been at Brashear?
A: I have been a counselor for 14 years
and I have been at Brashear for 11
years.
Q: Why did you become a counselor?
A: I wanted to be in a helping
profession and I also wanted to be in an
educational field, so this way I got the
best of both worlds.
Q: What are some of your hobbies?
A: I like to spend time with my family,
exercise, & I also like to read.
Q: What's most rewarding and least
rewarding about your job?
A: I enjoy interacting and making a
difference in students, but it's hard to
hear unfortunate things about students
and the hard things they go through.
The paperwork isn't fun either.
Q: What's your dream vacation?
A: I would like to travel across Europe.
Q: If you weren't a counselor what would
you be doing?
A: I would be an editor for a fashion
magazine
I
love
fashion
and
proofreading and grammar.
Q: Who is your idol?
A: My mom, as she is a strong woman,
always puts family first, encourages us
all & is the best grandmother.
Q: Advice for students?
A: Everyday counts from the first day
of 9th grade. Be kind to one another.
You don't know what other people are
struggling with in their life. That would
make high school less miserable for
some people.

reach your goal. We are the B rashear Bulls
and we support each other. we accept one
another. And we encourage everyone to be
different, because we do not discriminate
against each other!!!!

By: Matt Smith and Joe Mwete
Q: What is a Learning Environment
Specialist?
A: A Learning Environment Specialist is a
person who helps students with counseling
or social working. It is someone who can
help you in a bad situation.
Q: Why did you chose this job?
A: Because I felt I was good at building
relationships and I wanted to help teachers
with students.
Q: What do you love about your job?
A: Seeing students and teachers grow.
Q: What do you like least about your job?
A: Time and roles. Responsibilities become
a problem sometimes and then i feel
ineffective.
Q: What advice do you have for students?
A: Work really hard & stay focused. The
harder you work the more opportunities you
create.
Q: What do you enjoy doing on your free
time?
A: I like yoga, traveling, playing soccer and
working out.
Q: What do you plan to do when you retire?
I want to go to Italy. I have family there and
want to visit and meet them.
Q: What would you like to be doing in the
next few years?
A: I hope to be a Principal or
Superintendent, with some kids of my own,
and just being happy with life.

March 18, 2018.

This spring, an unsuspecting tool in the fight
against cancer returns: daffodils.
This spring, an unsuspecting tool in the
fight against cancer returns: daffodils.
18,hope
2018.
Daffodils are a universal March
symbol of
and
life, and they’re at the center of the American
Cancer Society’s Daffodil Days Hope By The
Bunch campaign. Please consider ordering
daffodils in support of the American Cancer
Society. See Mrs. Fabyonic in room G14.

NIGHT SESSIONS Friday 4 p.m.-10 p.m.
January 26, 2018
February 16, 2018
March 16, 2018

Interested in Skiing or
Snowboarding???
See Ms. Yon (Rm 342) or Mr. Baker
(Rm 209) for a FUN TIME on the slopes
this winter season!
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Does This Look Familiar?

By Lauren Morris

By Mr. Laurenson
After six weeks of intense planning and construction,
the Brashear Robotics Team successfully completed their
robot on Tuesday, February 20th. The last day of the
build season was an epic battle of will and determination.
At 10 am, during live testing of the dump mechanism, a
stronger than expected motor pulled the gear assembly
out of its wooden anchoring, splitting the wood supports
in half and snapping the steel chain turning the gears.
The team was faced with the daunting challenge of
repairing the considerable damage. After three hours of
grueling effort, the mechanism was fully operational
again, this time with a slower turning gearbox powered
by a motor which the programmers adjusted down to 20%
capacity. The team then packed the robot up for a test
drive at the National Robotics Center in Lawrenceville,
where a practice field, shaped like a hockey rink, allowed
the team to take the robot through its paces. For ten
minutes, the robot functioned perfectly, but just when
things seemed perfect, the robot started dropping its
connection to the Xbox controllers. For no apparent
reason, the robot would just grind to a sudden halt, its
cobalt lights blinking spitefully at the worried team. For
the next two and a half hours, every system was checked
and double-checked in a frantic search for the
problem.
Troubleshooting a malfunctioning robot is a difficult
task, and it requires an organized approach. You can’t
just start unplugging parts randomly. A list of possible
causes of the failure was created. A motor could be
drawing too much power, causing a circuit breaker to trip
the connection. Maybe a wire had a “short”, which is
when metal from a circuit touches metal from the frame
of the robot, causing power to flow into the frame until a
circuit breaker cuts off power before disaster. It could be
a bad “crimp”, which is where two wires are joined
together forming a connection. One by one, wires were
pulled out of the power distribution panel and carefully
re-connected. Unfortunately, the robot continued to
periodically shut off.
At that moment, things looked bleak. A weaker team
might have thrown in the towel. But champions find a
way to win. They bust through brick walls. They knock
doors off the hinges. In a last ditch “Hail Mary”, the
power terminals from the battery to the Emergency cutoff switch were re-stripped and re-connected. After that,
the robot ran without any problems for about ten minutes,
completing all of its tasks perfectly. It was now getting
late, and time to bag up the robot. The contest has strict
rules about bagging the robot by midnight, promising not
to work on it again until Regionals. Stay tuned to see

Q: When did the Black
Student Union start?
A: 2014-2015
Q: Whose idea was it to start this Union?
A: A group of students were interested and
came to me and Mrs.Verdi.
Q: When are your meetings?
A: Advisory days
Q: What are some things you guys do for
Brashear?
A: We do workshops with students based
around racial issues, we do historic
movies. We are also planning a trip to the
African American Museum in Washington,
D.C.
Q: What are some things you guys do
outside of Brashear?
A: We have presented at conferences and
we work with other schools.
Q: Why to you is this Union so important
to Brashear?
A: I believe we give a voice to students
who are often over looked.
Q: Do you ever get together with other
Black Student Unions at other schools?
A: We have worked with CAPA in
February we have had a film screening
with Allderdice, Perry, and CAPA

Friendships In High School
Aren't Forever - By Parris Moses
Friendship is a tough thing to hold on to,
especially in high school. Some people have
friends they've known since childhood, but
those don't always last. It may first start in
high school, as maybe the first time in
separate classes than your neighborhood
friends. Eventually one of you starts to
switch up for the new crew. The more years
pass you guys start to become more distant,
and all you may get is a 'hey' or a 'goodbye.'
You would think no matter what nobody can
break your friendship, but sadly that's not
true. You put so much trust in that one
person, told all your darkest secrets to them,
and they just betrayed you. Just left you alone
to find your own way out in the world. By
your senior year you're by yourself, always
seeing your old friends laughing and having
fun. Meanwhile you walk the halls and are
alone, heart broken.
All you can ask yourself is... Was it worth
it? Some questions can never be answered.
My advice to everyone is, you may have
friends now, but don't get attached to them,
because in the end all you have is you! I
know some people don't like to be alone, and
that's okay but remember this... Only you can
choose who is a true friend and who's not...
Some friendships last and some don't. Truth
be told, Focusing on yourself and not friends,
now that's pure gold!

By Matthew Smith
I'm sure many of you walk past this
piece of art each and every day and have
never really taken notice of what it really
is... Do you know what this is? Have
you seen it in our school?
The wooden sculpture above is a
"Nigerian Warrior," created by Thaddeus
Mosley, a famous African-American
artist. It was placed in the hallway in
front of the auditorium in 2003 as a gift
from the Brashear Student Council in
honor of then Vice-Principal Henry
Livingston, who was retiring after a long
career with the Pittsburgh Public
Schools.
I asked Mr. Geller if he remembered
back when this occurred, and he had this
to say...
"I do remember a brief
ceremony about the sculpture.
I
remember some fanfare about it being
placed there, and talk about obtaining a
glass enclosure to protect and preserve it,
as it was believed that the sculpture had
an estimated value of $40,000."
Thaddeus Mosley's original degree
from the University of Pittsburgh was in
Journalism, but he was drawn to African
Art. He works mostly in wood, and is
known to walk past his material and
objects to exam them throughly prior to
carving or working on them.
Upon researching Mr. Mosley, he has
said that his three biggest influences are
American sculptor Isamu Noguchi,
Constantin Brancusi and African tribal
art. The shapes and patterns he makes
with chisels, gouges and a mallet create
visual tension and rhythm as he strives to
convey feelings of weight and space.
Sometimes, the shape of the raw wood
inspires him
I am proud to be a student here with
such a notable piece of art in our sights,
one that is worthy of being in a museum.

Feb 2018

New TeacherMr. Greg McGhee

Pg 6

The Bull Pen

Veteran Teacher of the
Month - P.E. Dept
Mr. Aleva
By Matthew Smith
I had a chance to sit down with Mr. Aleva,
one of the longest tenured teachers currently at
Brashear. I believe there are only 3 teachers who
have been at Brashear longer...

By Joe Mwete
Mr. McGhee is a permanent substitute,
and I had the pleasure of asking him a few
questions.
Q: Why did you decide to become a
teacher?
A: One of my biggest reasons to become
a teacher was my desire to improve the
next generation of kids to become great.
I enjoy working with adolescents,
helping them traverse the obstacles they
will face during their teenage years,
and ultimately throughout life. Also,
showing them how to go on about
life with all the same principles I used.
He is a PPS graduate, graduating from
Perry Traditional Academy, and continued
his football career at Howard University
& played in the CFL. He is currently
working out and has his sights set on
getting back into professional football in
the upcoming season. Good luck, Mr.
McGhee! CITY LEAGUE PROUD!

HOW BIG OF A PROBLEM IS
SOCIAL MEDIA?
By Demi Wardzinski

Q: How long have you been at Brashear?
A: 25 Years
Q: Were you involved in Athletics growing up?
A; Football, soccer, basketball, skiing
Q: What made you want to become a teacher?
A: I enjoy being active and keeping kids active
Q: Did you always want to be a teacher?
A: No, originally wanted to go into restaurant
business
Q: Favorite part of career?
A; Being at Brashear for 24 of my 25 years.
Also, when I am out in public I see former
students who have become successful. Then, I
feel as though I have done something right.
Q: Least favorite?
A: The behavior and discipline of the students
has gotten worse over the years.
Q: If there was one thing you could change?
Students do not enjoy participating as much as
they used to. I wish my students had the desire to

work harder. To be more passionate about their
education. So, the one thing I would hope to
change, would be for my students to be more
intrinsically motivated.
Q: Dream vacation?
A: Traveling to Fiji. I would stay in a hut along
the water's edge.

History In The Making
By Mondayja Smith

The 2018 Winter Olympics, officially known as the
XXIII Olympic Games and commonly known as
PyeongChang 2018, is a major international multi-sport
event taking place February 9-25, 2018 in Pyeongchang,
South Korea. The modern-day Olympics began in 1896,
with the first ever Winter Olympics beginning in 1924,
with 16 nations participating. This year's Olympic
Games boast competitors from 92 nations.
USA, USA, USA... Bring home the Gold!

BULLYING STATISTICS (Source: NVEEE.org)

*Every 7 MINUTES a child is bullied. Adult
intervention – 4%. Peer intervention – 11%. No
intervention – 85%.

Smart phones have become a huge
problem in today's society. Parents often
wonder at what age is it appropriate to buy
your kids their first smartphone, or what age
their kids should have access to the internet.
There is no correct answer, but before you
do, there are some factors to consider.

*Biracial and multiracial youth are more likely
to be victimized than youth who identify with a
single race.

Studies show that there is a link between the
number of suicides and the amount of social
media used. Social media such as facebook
instagram and snapchat also make it
significantly easier to bully someone over the
internet. Bullying someone over the internet
and social media is called cyber bullying,
because of today's technological advances
cyber bullying has become one of the most
common forms of bullying.

*Kids who are obese, gay, or have disabilities
are up to 63% more likely to be bullied than
other children.

THINK BEFORE YOU POST !!

*Only 7% of U.S. parents are worried about
cyberbullying; yet 33% of teenagers have been
victims of cyberbullying

*1 MILLION children were
harassed,
threatened or subjected to other forms of
cyberbullying on FACEBOOK during the past
year.
*It is estimated that 160,000 children miss
school every day due to fear of attack or
intimidation by other students. Source:
National Education Association.
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Video Games
By Shyanne Connolly
In the studies of video games and the
effects they have on human beings, some
things really stand out. One of them being
the human mind and the impact screen
time as on the adolescent brain. There is a
lot of research out there that explores the
negative effects, but there is also reserach
that illustrates the positive effects of video
games.
Creativity is one of the things that help
create these games, and it is fostered by
playing these such games. Some may not
get too much into the gam,e but many
imagine themselves in the game as the
character. Our mind is like a galaxy. We
can do anything we want inside it. In a
video game, you can be who you want and
do what you want. It opens up that wall
between reality and fantasy.
The second thing that shows in studies
is that it teaches us things. I'm not saying
every single game out there is to teach, but
some do. One of which, I guess, could be
Fallout. The game has a post-apocalyptic
and retro-futuristic setting, in the
aftermath of a global nuclear war. It is a
game that is placed in the future of when a
great war happened and everyone got
nuked. It's sad, but it really has a point. A
quote from the game that's used in every
game is “war... war never changes.” I love
it because there is no use in lying. It's true.
You could say it shows that no matter
what there will be war, but don't let that
stop you from living! Also, I find reading
the texts help me better learn words and
how to say them.
A third benefit to video games is
finding out who you really are. Now hear
me out... video games are not just about
killing and accomplishing the missions. It
has little things in it that kind of show who
you or your character really are. In
Fallout, there's many ways that show you
what kind of person you are. One is
karma, as it shows the good and bad you
do and what you do more. Like if you give
water to someone who is dying you get
good karma, and if you kill a random
bystander you gain bad karma. Others are
just stats like strength, perception,
charisma, intelligence, agility and luck.
There's also a stat that shows how much
people in towns like you, based on the
good and bad you do in the town. Aka
helping people out or stealing. You may
not think much of these parts of a video
game, but it really shows who that person
is.
Overall, video games are a great
invention, something that millions of
people enjoy each and every day
throughout the world. And, they can tell
you a lot about the actions and character
of the human who is actually playing. I
wonder how they will continue to develop
and advance in the future.

Technology

By: Tahjale Thomas
Teenagers today use technology
everyday of their lives. For example,
teenage boys play video games, like Xbox,
and get immersed in life-like games that can
be harmful to their young, impressionable
minds. With such exposure and repetition
on a daily basis, a lot of times the line
between reality and the fantasy world
created in these video games becomes
blurred.
Data released by the Washington Post in
Nov, 2015, shows that teenagers, on
average, are engaged in technology for 1/3
of each day. That is 8 hours a day!
Whether it be for social media, texting, or
playing games, teens also have trouble
staying off their phones in school.
We can look up anything we want, and
it's very helpful to our society. It can help
us with our homework and classwork. But,
it can also be very dangerous in some cases.
For example, if you post a picture on any
website can be copied or printed without
you knowing. Also, once you post that
photo it will be there forever, or if you try
to take it down it will be out your sight, but
still on the Internet. Also, many studies
link excessive exposure to technology with
impulsive behaviors in adolescents, and
research suggests that it impacts the
development of our brains. Not to mention,
the dangers of texting and driving.
Only time will tell, but it seems that
technology is leading us down a path of
destruction.

Pg 7
Snow Ball Dance feb 2, 2018.

Pictured below: Teacher, Mrs. Hannah McCarthy,
works with students in the Teaching Academy

Feb 2018

Life Inside The Water

The Bull Pen

Wrestling Update
Congratulations to Sabiyumva Wilson
(1st - 195lb) and Terrance Triplett (2nd
- 138lb) who placed at the City League
Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb 17th
at Carrick High School.
Their performances qualify them for a
spot in the PIAA Northwest Regional
Tournament to be held March 2-3 at Altoona
Area High School. Their goal will be to place
top 3 in their respective weigh classes to
earn a coveted spot in the PIAA State
Championships to be help March 8-11, at the
GIANT CENTER in Hershey, PA.
In the history of City League Wrestling
(since the 1988-89 season) Brashear has
only had one wrestler qualify for STATES
(Godwin Nyama - twice, in 2011 & 2012).
GOOD LUCK to Sabiyumva & Terrance as
they make the trek to Altoona in quest of
punching their ticket to Hershey!
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"There's A New Bull
In Town"
By Matthew Smith

Pictured above: New Head Football
Coach - Don Schmitt
Pictured above, l to r: Lilian Hallabough,
Teagan Hallabough & Kieran Ford
By Travon Powell
When I first walked into the swimming
pool area, the first thing I thought of was
that I don't know how to swim. However,
it was comforting to have an opportunity to
speak with a few of the swim team
members as they prepped for their swim
meet against West Allegheny.
Team captain, Sam Roberto, had this to
say: "I joined the swim team because it is
something I love to do, and I have been
swimming for a long time. The season is
going well. My goals are to do my best,
have a good time, and strive to improve my
personal records. We don't have a big
team, but we are very close like a family."
Good luck to Samantha Harvill who
was the sole Brashear swimmer to qualify
to compete in the WPIAL Championships
to be held March 1-2, at Trees Hall, at the
University of Pittsburgh.

Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff

Pictured above: Journalism student,
Travon Powell, interviews swim team
captain, Sam Roberto

Matthew Smith
Shyanne Connolly
Tahjale Thomas
Haylie Marasco
Joe Mwete

Mondayja Smith
Jalysa Tabb
Lauren Morris
Demi Warzinski
Parris Moses

Advisor: Mr. Geller

How many coaches have been at
Brashear? Now that Coach Rick
Murphy has retired, who will step up
and be the new leader of the pack? …
Coach Don Schmitt, the former
Allderdice coach. He coached for 14
years at Allderdice, and will now take
the reigns as head coach of Brashear,
now that Rick Murphy has stepped
down after being head coach for the
past 10 years.
I sat down and got a chance to speak
with the “new Bull.”
The first
question I asked was, "How does it feel
to be the new head coach of Brashear
football?" He replied, “I’m excited to
be a part of the tradition. I’m excited to
be coaching again and doing it all
again. I can’t wait to start the weight
room, 7on7, spring practice and
meeting the kids.”
I also asked about the plan for the
team and next season, and Coach
Schmitt said, “I want to make it a
PROGRAM for kids, not just a team,
by starting with the weight room and
conditioning, and helping in the
classroom, and most of all, recruiting
for college if interested. There are so
many opportunities for our studentathletes to continue at the next level, on
and off the field.”
I was also curious about his other
coaching experience, and this what I
got. ”I started coaching in 1995 at Penn
Hills as an assistant coach, spent time
at Carrick and then moved onto
Allderdice. I also served 12 years as a
youth football coach. I asked the new
Bull if he had anything else to say, and
he ended with this; “I think this team
can easily be the best in the City and I
will coach them to be the best around.
I want to carry on the tradition at
Brashear.”

