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Women's History Month
By Jalysa Tabb
Women's History Month is a celebration
of women's contributions to history, culture
and society. It's beginnings can be traced
back to the first International Women's Day
in 1911. In 1978, the school district of
Sonoma, California participated in Women's
History Week, an event designed around the
week of March 8 (International Women's
Day). So, It grew out of a small town school
event in California, and was first observed
throughout the United States beginning in
1987. Women's History Month comes from
the Women's Suffrage Movement. Women
were fed up with being oppressed and took to
decades-long fighting to win the right to vote
for women in the United States. It took
activists and reformers nearly 100 years to
win that right (1920), and as we all know, the
campaign was not easy.
However, look how far we have come...
Great strides have been made, and progress
continues to take place. Enjoy looking at and
learning about various women throughout the
world who have served as leaders, role
models & trendsetters, as they are
highlighted throughout this issue of The Bull
Pen!

#Never Again
By Jalysa Tabb
Our school participated in a national widespread movement to shed light on the
senseless murderers of Stoneman Douglas
High School in, Parkland, Florida. We, as a
school, took a stand against Gun Violence in
general. At 10.00 am on March 14th,
students from Brashear High School
participated in a demonstration fighting Gun
Violence. Students quietly walked out of the
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# We Are All Bulls
class & joined other classmates in the
Auditorium. This silent demonstration lasted
17 minutes to bring awareness to the 17
students who lost their lives to a senseless
act of violence at Stoneman Douglas High
School on February 14, 2018. Also after the
protest our students group is going to start
taking signatures from students and teachers
that want something done about the serious
gun violence issues in our country.

class and

It Takes A Village - Brashear African Club

Pictured below is the Brashear African Club. They participated
in an assembly to celebrate the rich cultures of Africa and their
influences throughout the world's history. Student-directed
presentations took place to highlight food, dance, fashion and
drama. The B.A.C. is sponsored and directed by teachers, Ms.
Chepngetich & Ms. Niendomys.

Brashear In The Russian Olympiada - 4/7/18.
The Russian Olympiada is a national competition to test the knowledge of spoken
Russian, sponsored by the American Council of Teachers of Russian. The
Olympiada has been around since the 1960s and draws from a long established
practice of oral exams and competitions in the Russian educational system. The
Pittsburgh region hasn’t hosted the Olympiada since the 1990's, but with
Brashear’s revival of what the government considers a “critical needs language,”
the University of Pittsburgh decided to also revive the Olympiada.
Students competed in three categories: Oral Communications, Culture, and
Poetry. Results will be announced in May. While waiting to compete, students
watched Russian films, played the Russian card game Durak, or chatted with
visitors from different Russian-speaking parts of the world.
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Mae C. Jemison
By Jalysa Tabb
Mae C. Jemison was the first AfricanAmerican female astronaut. She is
someone I look up to, someone to be a
role model for all of us, especially young
girls of color.
She was born October 17, 1965, in
Decatur, Alabama and moved to Chicago
to take advantage of better education
opportunities. Throughout her education
she was not 100% sure what career she
truly wanted to go into because of her
multiple talents. She spent a considerable
amount of time in her school library
reading about all aspects of science,
especially astronomy. At Stanford
University she was involved in
extracurricular activities such as dance,
theater productions, and the Black
Student Union. She received her
bachelor's degree in chemical engineering
in 1977. Before graduation she entered
Cornell University Medical College and,
during her years there, found time to
expand her horizons by studying in Cuba
and Kenya and working at a Cambodian
refugee camp in Thailand. After Jemison
obtained her M.D. in 1981, she interned at
Los Angeles County/University of
Southern California Medical Center and
later worked as a general practitioner. For
the next two and a half years, she was the
area Peace Corps medical officer for
Sierra Leone and Liberia, where she also
taught and did medical research.
In October of 1985 she applied to
NASA’s Astronaut training program, and
was one of only 15 candidates picked
from about 2000. On June 4, 1987, she
became the first African-American
woman to be admitted into NASA’s
astronaut training program. When
Jemison finally flew into space on
September 12, 1992, with six other
astronauts aboard the Endeavour, she
became the first African-American
woman in space.
Because of her accomplishments she
received multiple accolades including
several honorary doctorates, the 1988
Essence Science and Technology Award,
the Ebony Black Achievement Award in
1992 and a Montgomery Fellowship from
Dartmouth College in 1993. She was also
named Gamma Sigma Gamma Woman of
the Year in 1990. In 1992, the Mae C.
Jemison Academy, an alternative public
school in Detroit, Michigan, was named
after her.
After her career in NASA in 1993 she
went into a teaching fellowship at
Dartmouth, and eventually started her
own research group called the Jemison
Group which researchs, develops and
markets advanced technologies.
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Ida B Wells

12th GRADE Students of the Month!

By Jalysa Tabb
Ida B. Wells was an AfricanAmerican journalist and activist who led
an anti-lynching crusade in the United
States in the 1890s. She was born a slave
in 1862. Their family, as well off as the
rest of the slaves of the Confederate states,
were decreed free by the Union thanks to
the Emancipation Proclamation about six
months after Ida's birth. However, they
faced racial prejudices and were restricted
by discriminatory rules and practices.
Wells' parents were active in the
Republican Party during Reconstruction.
Her father, James, was involved with the
Freedman’s Aid Society and helped start
Shaw University, a school for the newly
freed slaves (now Rust College), and
served on the first board of trustees.
At Shaw University, Wells received
her early schooling. However, at the age
of 16 she had to drop out when tragedy
struck her family. Both of her parents and
one of her siblings died in a yellow fever
outbreak, leaving Wells to care for her
other siblings. Ever resourceful, she
convinced a nearby country school
administrator that she was 18, and landed
a job as a teacher.
In 1882, Wells moved with her sisters
to Memphis, Tennessee, to live with an
aunt. In May, 1883, having bought a firstclass train ticket to Nashville, she was
outraged when the train crew ordered her
to move to the car for African Americans,
and refused on principle. As she was
forcibly removed from the train, she bit
one of the men on the hand. Wells sued
the railroad, winning a $500 settlement in
a circuit court case. However, the decision
was later overturned by the Tennessee
Supreme Court.
The injustice led Ida B. Wells to pick
up a pen to write about issues of race and
politics in the South. Using the moniker
"Iola," a number of her articles were
published in black newspapers and
periodicals. Wells eventually became an
owner of notable Black newspapers.
While working as a journalist and
publisher, Wells also held a position as a
teacher in a segregated public school in
Memphis. She became a vocal critic of the
condition of blacks only schools in the
city.
In 1891, she was fired from her job for
these attacks. She championed another
cause after the murder of a friend and his
two business associates. A lynching in
Memphis incensed Ida B. Wells and led to
her to begin an anti-lynching campaign in
1892. Three African-American men, Tom
Moss, Calvin McDowell and Will Stewart
set up a grocery store. Their new business
drew customers away from a white-owned
store in the neighborhood, and the white
store owner and his supporters clashed
with the three men on a few occasions.
One night, Moss and the others guarded
their store against attack and ended up
shooting several of the white vandals.
They were arrested and brought to jail, but
they didn't have a chance to defend
themselves against the charges. A lynch
mob took them from their cells and
murdered them.
In 1898, Wells brought her antilynching campaign to the White House,
leading a protest in Washington, D.C., and
calling for President McKinley to make
reforms.
She is mostly known for her antilynching movement. She went on to found
and become an integral part of groups
striving for African-American justice.
This is the reasoning behind me choosing
Ms. Wells to recognize during Women's
History Month. She can serve as an
inspiration for all of us, especially in light
of the recent issues regarding Race in our
country.

“The way to right wrongs is to turn
the light of truth upon them.” ...
-Ida B. Wells
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Lauren Skelly
1. Favorite thing about school? 6th
period in Mr. Slayton's office
2. Favorite teacher: Ms. K
3. Favorite subject: AP Calculus
4. Future plans: I'm going to
Colorado State University for
Ecosystem
Science
&
Sustainability
5. Activities: Rowing, swim team,
and I am a cashier at KUHN'S
Quality Foods
6.
Hobbies/Pastimes:
Playing
guitar, swimming, skateboarding,
rowing & filling out scholarship
applications.
7. Fav song: Drunk Drivers/Killer
Whales, by Carseat Headrest
Fav artist: Modern Baseball
Fav book: Slaughterhouse VI , by
Kurt Vonnegut
8. One person I look up to, and
why: Ms. K, because we're literally
the same person.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I actually hate
Pittsburgh and the entirety of PA.
10. Advice for fellow classmates:
Don't stay in PA your whole life.
There are opportunities beyond
here.

Phillip Strickland
1. Favorite thing about school?
Educating myself
2. Favorite subject: AP Calculus
3. Future plans: Penn State for
Biomedical Engineering and enter
the medical field
4. Activities: Baseball & Robotics
Club (I hope to continue my baseball
career in college)
5. Hobbies: Sports, exercise, video
games, spending time with my
friends, and fixing cars
6. Favorite book: Catcher in The Rye
7. Who is one person you look up to,
and why? My mother, as she has
gone through many struggles and is
doing her best in life.
8. One thing you want people to
know about you? I love to learn
because you will have to learn
throughout your whole life.
9. Advice for your classmates: Don't
dropout.

"Lifting As We Climb" Knowledge Bowl
It's a great thing when we watch our students learn together. Our 1st Brashear
"Lifting As We Climb" knowledge bowl (Sponsored by School Librarian, Mr.
Heywood) held in March gave our students the chance to do some teaming,
research and the opportunity to "show us what they know so we all can grow".
The best words that I heard from the freshman team (READASAURUS REX)
was, "Hey Mr. Heywood.....We made some new friends today!" Wonderfulness!
Congratulations to Casmair Frison, Julie Piasecki, Nikki Nguyen & Laura
Arch (pictured below), as their team, The Killer Sharks, placed 1st!
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Women's History Month - Celebrating contributions to history, culture & society.

1.

2.
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7.

11.

16.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

17.

18.

19.

20.
Who did we miss?
Who is worthy of this
spot?
Let us know...

21.

22.

23.
24.
25.
CONTEST
*In celebration of WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH, attempt to identify all 24 women shown above. Submit your answers to rm 235.
OR
*Write a 1-2 page biography about a woman who is worthy of being included in spot 25. It could be someone famous, or someone
special to you whom you want to honor (mother, teacher, friend, community member, etc). Submit essays to room 235.
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From The Counselor's
Suite - Mr. Slayton

By Demi Wardzinski
Q: How long have you been at Brashear?
A: I have been here for about 5 years now. Overall,
I have been a counselor for 26 years. I was a drug
& alcohol counselor, a family counselor, and a
family therapist.
Q: What is the favorite part of your job/career?
A; My favorite part of my job is to help kids
implement and help create a more productive and
cohesive structure for their future ahead of them.
Q: Did you always know that you wanted to be a
school counselor?
A: No. I didn't know at all. I didn't know until I
was 40 years old. I ended up switching careers at
the age of 40. I was in fine jewelry sales prior to
entering the field of counseling.
Q: What is something you look forward to?
A: To be honest, I look forward to the first day of
school each year, as I love working with young
people, helping them on their path through life, and
ultimately seeing them as successful people out in
the real world.
Q: What are some activities you enjoy outside of
Brashear?
A: I enjoy cooking, riding motorcycles, golfing and
playing with my grandbabies.

Pictured below: Sam Roberto, with his mother &
Brashear teacher, Mrs. Roberto, traveling through
Rome, Pompeii, and Capri with Brashear students
during Spring Break!
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The Italy Trip - Mrs. Wenneker
By: Lauren Morris

Women’s History In Sports
By: Parris Moses

Women’s sport history started back in the
19th century. By the end of the 19th century,
horseback riding, archery, tennis, skiing, and
skating were being enjoyed among women in
the upper social class. The decision of
Q: How long have you been taking students
whether women could participate in the event
to Italy?
or not was up to men who operated the
A: This would be our second trip.
Olympic Games. Only free male Greek
Q: Do you have any interesting stories about
citizens were allowed to participate in the 1st
your experience in Italy?
modern Olympic Games, as well as the
A: The last trip our bus didn't show and it
ancient Olympic Games. (source: Japanese
was getting late and cold and the students
center for research on women in sports.)
were getting tired and cold so our tour guide
Interestingly, according to the IOC
talked a public bus driver into giving us a
(International Olympic Committee), only 12
female athletes participated in the second
ride, even though the bus was already packed.
Olympic Games (in 1896) out of the 1066
Also, the first night we went to the beach and
athletes from 19 countries. In Japan, students
the students found a jellyfish laying in the
of higher girl's schools started to play tennis
sand.
and swimming in the 1920’s.
Q: How long is the Italy trip?
Looking at women’s sports today, a total
A: A week.
of 204 countries and regions were
Q: Do you always look forward to this trip
represented, the largest number in Olympic
and why?
history, participated in the Beijing Olympic
A: Even through I am not going this year I do
Games. There is still a low ratio of female
look forward to this trip because it's always
coaches and executives in sports organization,
great to see things through fresh eyes, and
however, among the 25 medals Japan has
won, 12 were won by female athletes.
seeing the students see new things is like I am
(source: Japanese center for research on
seeing everything for the very first time.
women in sports.)
Q: What experience do you believe this
The Women’s Sport Foundation was
would give students?
established
in 1974 to advance the lives of
A: I believe this will open their eyes to new
women
and
girls through sports and physical
ways of doing things and new ways of being
activity. The foundation publishes the first
in the world.
college athletic scholarship guide for women
Q: What lessons do you think this could teach
at a time when few opportunities existed for
students?
women to compete in college athletics, and
A: I believe this will teach them a sense of
there was virtually no media coverage of the
independence and confidence to be in a
few competitive opportunities. In 1975.
Scholar Susan Cahan suggest that country
situation and what to do.
club sports like tennis and swimming, with
Q: Is this open to all students?
their leisure-class and feminine-fashion
A: I would prefer for students who take
associations, allowed white heroines like
Italian to go, but all students are welcome.
Helen Wills and Gertrude Ederle to capitalize
Q: Do you believe all students should go out
on the flapper era’s love affair with
of the state at some point why?
sophisticated outdoors women: “They helped
A: Yes, because people think that the ways
fashion a new ideal of womanhood by
they are used to is the only way. It is hard to
modeling an athletic, energetic femininity
solve problems if you are looking at it one
with an undertone of explicit, joyful
way.
sexuality.” The association of sport with
Q: Where will you be going in Italy?
“rough” girls also continued through the
Depression and the 1940s, due to industrial
A: Rome, Sorrento, Pompeii, and the island
March 18, 2018.factory softball leagues and the segregated
of Capri.
track world of black female athletes.
Q: Any advice for the students going on the
This rapid-fire social history of attitudes
trip?
towards
women’s domestic duties and
A: Be open to new experiences, try new
reproductive health in the years before Title
things, use the language and be kind, if you
IX (In 1972, U.S. Educational Amendment
are kind to the people they will be kind to
put in place to provide equal opportunities for
you.
females in interscholastice athletics) has truly
come full circle. Women are now wellrepresented in the sports world. It is amazing
March 18, 2018. to think that as recent as 1967, Boston
Marathon officials declared all women
physiologically incapable of running 26 miles.
(Source: National Women History Museum)
Pictured above: Mt. Vesuvius, which erupted in 79
A.D., killed over 1,000 people instantly, and covered
the City of Pompeii in ash.
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Teen Pregnancy

Benefits of Going to College?

By Tahjale Thomas

By Demi Wardzinski
Are you considering going to college?
College is one of the most unique experiences
that a young adult will encounter on their long
hard journey of finding themselves.
There are several benefits of going to
college and living on campus.College allows
for cultural and social expansion. Living on a
college campus gives young people a chance
to open up and make their own dreams a
reality, this allows for more open minded
thinking. There are so many different types of
students on a college campus. Many come
from several different
cultures
and
backgrounds. By meeting new people and
listening to their ideas and cultural beliefs.
This opens up the opportunity for you have a
new perspective on a new idea.
Do you still ask your parents for help with
finances and money? Most young college
students do but. Living on your own at school
creates a sense of independence. Being on
campus allows for students to better
understand what living on your own feels
like.it makes it harder to run to your parents
when you need them because they may not be
so close anymore.
Most of the time college campuses offer
trips for students to travel to different
countries and see different parts of the world.
You may not get the chance to experience
these opportunities if you don't attend college.
It's important to be a well-rounded individual
in the world. Having life experience makes it
easier to make something of yourself.
Overall, graduating from college sets you
up for the rest of your life. You get to move
forward with experience in hand, and a piece
of paper that opens doors for you, that
otherwise, you could not go through. And, it
definitely increases the likelihood of increased
earning potential throughout one's life.

Teenage pregnancy is an issue that
continues to be discussed in many circles.
Many policies are in place to try to prevent
teenage pregnancies, but it continues to be
a concern in our society today. If you’re
still in high school you are going to need
to graduate high school before you want to
become a teen mother. When teenagers get
pregnant, they put themselves, and their
babies, at a disadvantage with their peers.
The statistics do not lie. 3 out of 10
teenagers in America become teen parents
before they turn 20 years old. Only 40
percent of teen mothers finish high school.
Fewer than 2% finish college by age 30.
Young women who give birth while
attending a community college are 65
percent less likely to complete their degree
than women who do not have children
during that time. Children of teen mothers
perform worse on many measures of
school readiness, are 50 percent more
likely to repeat a grade, and are more
likely than children born to older mothers
to dropout of high school. (Source:
National Conference of State Legislatures)
Teenagers can take teen parenting
classes before coming a mother or teen
parent. Also, 25% of teen parents have a
second child, or they want to have a
second child. Many measures & policies
are in place to address the issue of teen
pregnancy (Sex Ed classes in schools and
Abstinance Programs, but it continue to be
a concern in our society.
In 2010, teen pregnancy and childbirth
accounted for at least $9.4 billion in costs
to U.S. taxpayers for increased health care
and foster care, increased incarceration
rates among children of teen parents, and
lost tax revenue because of lower
educational attainment and income among
teen mothers. (Source: CDC) The United
States has one of the highest teen
pregnancy
rates
in
the
western
industrialized world. 8 out of 10 teen dads
don’t marry their child’s mother. Half of
the teen mothers are very poor and they
don’t have anybody who can support them
during their time of pregnancy. Teenagers
had babies in 2010 more in any year since
the mid 1940’s, however, since then it has
been on the decline. What can we attribute
this to?
What would be your plan to address
this concern in our society today?

Source: The College Payoff; Georgetown University, 2011.
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Do You Play A Sport?
Having fun, making friends and getting
exercise are just a few benefits for
participating in sports. However, sports also
help us learn and hone skills such as how to
challenge ourselves and how to cope with
intense competition. Most children develop the
necessary skills and physical abilities to
participate in sports around age 6 or 7, setting
a foundation for sports involvement that can
last well into adulthood.
69% of girls and 75% of boys in the United
States participate in organized and team sports,
according to the 2008 report titled “Go Out
and Play: Participation in Team or Organized
Sports” conducted by the Women’s Sports
Foundation. Between 2006 and 2007,
approximately 7,342,910 boys and girls
participated in high school sports. While youth
participation in sports continues to rise, 15
percent have never participated in sports.
Do you play a sport? Why or why not? If
you do, what has it done for you? What do
you get out of it? If not, why?
Research suggests that people who played
for a varsity high school team tend to get better
jobs and earn relatively higher salaries later in
life, and that those benefits last a lifetime. The
research is out there. It seems that business
oweners and managers expect former studentathletes (compared with people who
participated in other popular extracurriculars)
to have more self-confidence, self-respect and
leadership; actual measures of behavior
evident in a sample of people who had
graduated from high school more than five
decades earlier showed those expectations
proved accurate.
Why do you think this may be the case?
Do you agree or disagree? Also, with this
research out there, it makes you wonder why
School Districts would even consider cutting
interscholastic athletics from their offerings to
their taxpaying constituents.
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Veteran Teacher of the
Month-Ms. DeMarco
By Mondayja Smith

I had a chance to sit down with Ms. DeMarco,
one of the longest tenured teachers currently at
Brashear. I believe there are only 3 teachers who
have been at Brashear longer...

By Matthew Smith
Q: Have you always wanted to be a
teacher?
A: I wanted to be a social worker but
realized I would miss math too much.
Q: Favorite thing about your career
A: Helping students accomplish goals they
didn't think they could reach.
Q: Least favorite
A: Meetings
Q: Any advice for students?
A: Remember to be kind to yourself and
others.
Q: If you could change one thing what
would it be?
A: Start school later, as I'm not a morning
person.
Q: Dream vacation?
A: Punta Cana
Q: Hobbies?
A: Reading, gardening, Netflix, not dodge
ball.
Q: One thing you want people to know?
A: I am a real estate agent.

Q: How long have you been at Brashear?
A: 35 Years
Q: Favorite part of your job?
A; Working with the kids.
Q: Least favorite?
A: There's nothing I dislike about my job. I love
what I do.
Q: Did you always want to be a teacher?
A: Yes, since high school,
Q: If not in education what would you be doing?
A; Spending time with family.
Q: Talk about the things you have seen
throughout the years?
A: Positive diversity throughout the years and
how the students are very nice to the special
needs kids.
Q: Hobbies?
A: Read and watch tv
Q: Interests:
A: The kids I work with each day.
Q: Dream vacation?
A: Any beach as long as it has sand and water.

Etiquette - Common Courtesies
Earlier this month, students in Mr. Geller's Sociology classes
received a visit from Mrs. Dixon-Wells, a presenter from Bradford
School. Along with sharing the school offerings of Programs of Study
in Business, Technology & Healthcare, she shared various lessons on
the importance of non-verbal communication and common courtesies.
These presentations served to support the focus of course
objectives around social structure (the underlying patterns of human
relationships) and society.
Key topics discussed were proper
greetings, dating, table & eating etiquette, manners, and other aspects
of human interactions in informal & formal settings.

I really enjoyed interviewing Ms.
DeMarco. She is seems to be one of the
nicest and sweetest teachers I have ever
spoken to. She has a good heart with the
kids she works with, and is so dedicated to
what she does.
And, she ended our
conversation with this quote: "There's no
such thing as a bad kid."
Now, you can see what I mean!
By Joe Mwete & Matthew Smith

Do you play FortNite? Well, FortNite is taking
over the gaming world right now! It is a video
game that was released in the summer of 2017,
however, it is just recently that the game "blew
up." It is a co-op survival game, a cross between
Minecraft and Left 4 Dead, being enjoyed by
millions of kids all over the world through on-line
servers.
It is interesting. It is fun. Kids are able to
communicate with their friends on-line and play it
by themselves, or together, building teams to
compete and ultimately attempt to conquer zombies
and other on-line players from around the world.
There are two modes, the story mode and the
Battle Royale. The Battle Royale seems to be the
most appealing, as it is free and you are competing
against 100 other players. As the Battle Royale
begins, you are dropped from a flying bus into a
make-believe world where you have to find supplies
like wood, metal, rocks, guns, ammo, etc ultimately
exploring & scavenging to survive and fight.
It is mentioned on social media by celebrities,
referenced on professional sports fields and joked
about by group chats around the world. It is
capturing the attention of players like no game has
since the days of “Modern Warfare 2” or “Halo 3”
because of its simple gameplay and not-so-simple
endgame. Fortnite is making such a splash because
it’s plain fun, and with its almost weekly updates,
appears to be staying that way for a long time.
Only time will tell how long of a run this video
games makes, how it sustains its' popularity, and
where it will rank in the history of video game lore.
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The Importance of Women
By: Parris Moses
Women are truly important to the world
and society for many reasons. Without
women there wouldn’t be any children or
people in the world. Women are not only
important, we are also very powerful.
Back in the earlier times, women didn’t
have many rights in their communities or the
world, in general. Historically, we have been
told to do certain things like stay in the
house and clean and cook for our husbands
and raise the children. They didn’t believe
the women should work outside of the home
because that was a man’s job.
Because women decided to finally take a
stand, we have achieved many goals….
Because women decided to protest in front
of the White House, we now have the right
to vote. In 1848, a group of activists, some
men but mostly women, went to New York
to discuss the problem of women’s right,
they were invited by the reformers Elizabeth
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott. The
women’s rights movement launched it’s
own fashion craze in 1851. Victoria
Woodhull ran for political office nearly after
50 years before women got the right to vote.
Not only have women made strides out in
the workplace, women are now “kicking the
butts of men” on college campuses. For
example, where men once went to college in
proportions far higher than women—58
percent to 42 percent as recently as the
1970s—the ratio has now almost exactly
reversed. This fall, women will comprise
more than 56 percent of students on
campuses nationwide, according to the U.S.
Department of Education. Some 2.2 million
fewer men than women will be enrolled in
college this year. And the trend shows no
sign of abating. By 2026, the department
estimates, 57 percent of college students will
be women (Source: The Atlantic- Aug 8,
2017.)

International Women's Day is annually held on
March 8 to celebrate women's achievements
throughout history and across nations. It is also
known as the United Nations (UN) Day for Women's
Rights and International Peace.
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Brashear At The NCECA

NCECA is the National Council On Education For The Ceramic Arts. It is an event that moves
around the nation and showcases different vendors as well as artists in ceramic careers. Ms.
Yon was offered a scholarship to bring 10 students to work on the mosaic that will be on
display in the city, and to go through the event at the Convention Center. They were able to be
a part of discovering all the different vendors as well as watching artist do live demos.

Cards For Troops
Organized by Social Studies teacher, Ms. Lee,
students took the time to make "thank you" cards to
be sent to our troops overseas. The goal of this
program is to provide a better deployment quality
of life in an attempt to lift the morale of our troops.
To let them know how thankful we are for their
sacrifices and helping to secure and protect the
freedoms we enjoy in America each and every day.
Pictured below, left to right: Shania Fields, Shrisha Bhattarai,
Sabita Adhikari & Nautica Hogan.
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Pictured above: The Brashear Baseball team
puts in some off-season workouts in
preparation for the upcoming season.

It goes without saying, the weather
has not been kind to the start of baseball
season this spring in Pittsburgh. In his
5th year at the helm, head coach, Brian
Matts has never experienced a season
where the calendar turned to April and
his players have yet to take to the field
in a regular season game. Coach Matts
says, "Yes, the start of this season has
truly been one for the record books. We
will just continue to prep as well as we
can in the gym, and have everyone
geared up to go once the weather
breaks."
Players to watch: Matt Bishop (all
around), Josh Booth (P), Jimmy Kottler
(hitting), Tommy Sposito (all around),
Christian Vollberg (hitting), Chris Neill
(defense), Moises Terrero (all around),
and Will Fiejdasz (freshman to watch)
Goals for season - make the playoffs in
our section (WPIAL 5A), develop a
stable program by attracting more
interest in baseball & strong player
development from the JV program with
new head coach, Jim Kottler.
Coaching staff:
Brian Matts (Varsity head coach)
Steve Loeffert (Varsity Asst coach)
Jim Kottler (JV head coach)
Coach Matts had this to say... "Last
season was not great, but we finished
strong, winning a couple games at the
end. We hope this helps with
momentum leading into this year. The
most important thing that has happened
in preseason training has been the
development of great leadership among
the seniors. Great leadership can win
you a few games by itself, and keep you
competitive throughout. Coach Loeffert
has done a great job with the hitters'
approach
during
our
workouts.
Hopefully this will prove beneficial as
the season plays out. We have a strong
core group, and a promising young
group in the pipeline. Everyone’s
motivation level has increased this
year." Time will tell...
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Getting In Gear - Robotics
The existence and success of the Brashear
Bulls Robotics Club is a tribute to the vision
of the school Principal, Kimberly Safran, and
the community outreach efforts of the
Carnegie Mellon University Girls of Steel
club. The primary student members of the
first year Pitts Borg Colony (i.e. The
Brashear Robotics Club) are seniors
Cameron Davis, Lam Hunyh, Benny Luong
and Christian Vollberg, along with juniors
Cassandra Medved, Sam Roberto and Shane
Smith. The Lead Mentor was Math Teacher:
Jeff Laurenson and the assisting Mentor was
David Hairston. Many other individuals
supported the colony, most notably the CTEWoodshop teacher, Mr. Kincaid. Together,
these individuals created “Big Jim”, the first
year Brashear Bulls Robot, who was the
rookie star at the Greater Pittsburgh Regional
Competition.
The Greater Pittsburgh Regional
Competition was held from March 21 - 24
and took place at the Convocation Center of
California University of PA. The 52 team
competition was international, most notably
with teams from China and Taiwan. Also,
teams from many other states of the United
States were in attendance. Among the
various states represented were Florida,
Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and West
Virginia. Among the 23 Pennsylvania teams
were 6 teams from Pittsburgh.
Brashear placed 19th out of the 52 teams
competing, higher than all of the other
Pittsburgh teams, with the exception of the
Sarah Heinz House Boys and Girls Club
(13th) and higher than the other rookie teams
(7165 and 6947) and as a result won two
awards: Highest Rookie Seed and Rookie
Inspiration Award sponsored by National
Instruments.
The Pittsburgh Regional

qualifying matches, playoffs and awards can
be viewed at the F.I.R.S.T. website:
https://frcevents.firstinspires.org/2018/PACA.
.https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/frc is
where you can find information about
F.I.R.S.T. and the FRC Power Up
competition. The Pitts Borg Colony hopes to
qualify for the Week 7 World Championships
to be held in Detroit, Michigan. “Resistance is
Futile!”
Robotics Coach, Mr. Laurenson, beaming
with pride over his teams' remarkable
commitment to excellence over the past few
months had this to say: "We won two awards:
Highest Ranked Rookie Team and the Rookie
Inspiration Award. We just got invited to go
to Columbus, Ohio, on May 19th for the
WOW Regional Robotics Championships.
Only 32 teams get invited, so it's a pretty big
accomplishment. We're going to modify our
robot next week, with an improvement we
think will help our robot perform even better.
I cannot say enough things about this group of
students I have been lucky enough to work
with in this endeavor over the past few
months. Their commitment, dedication, and
attention to detail has been unparallel. I am so
happy about how we have progressed and
grown as a team. It has definitely become a
very rewarding highlight in my 20 something
years as an educator in the Pittsburgh Public
Schools!

Pictured below & at right: Mr. Laurenson,
Benny Luong, Shane Smith & Lam
Huynh.
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