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Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month By Jalysa Tabb
May is Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month (APAHM), celebrating
the achievements and contributions of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
in the United States.
In June 1977, Reps. Frank Horton of
New York and Norman Y. Mineta of
California
introduced
a
House
resolution to proclaim the first ten days
of May as Asian-Pacific Heritage week.
The following month, Senators Daniel K.
Inouye and Spark Matsunaga from
Hawaii introduced a similar bill in the
Senate. Both were passed and on
October 5, 1978, President Jimmy
Carter signed a Joint Resolution
designating the annual celebration.
In 1990, President George H. W. Bush
signed a bill passed by Congress to
extend the week-long celebration to a
month-long celebration. In 1992, the
official designation of May as AsianPacific American Heritage Month was
signed into law.
The month of May was chosen to
commemorate the immigration of the
first Japanese to the United States on
May 7, 1843, and to mark the
anniversary of the completion of the
transcontinental railroad on May 10,
1869. The majority of the workers who
laid
the
tracks
were
Chinese
immigrants.

May 2018

Day of Silence

Brashear Annual

Wed, May 2nd
6pm - Auditorium
Leave Your Mark

Seniors Leaving Their Mark
The Day of Silence, celebrated on April 27, is an
annual day of action to spread awareness about the
effects of the bullying and harassment of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning (LGBTQ)
students. Students take a day-long vow of silence to
symbolically represent the silencing of LGBTQ
students. Over 300 students at our school signed up to
participate. It is believed to have started in 1996, and is
now celebrated in thousands of schools arcoss America
each year.
Brashear’s GSA “broke the silence” at the end of the
school day, literally and symbolically, as a way to
encourage people to speak up against bullying and
harassment of the LGBTQ community.

2018 National Honor Society Inductees

Photo contributed
by: Leon Blair

FRIDAY, MAY 4TH is the
day! Promise Ready Seniors
get the chance to leave their
handprint on the wall, declaring
their future plans!

-Scholarship

-Service

-Leadership

-Character

Laura Arch
Dangny J. Cerritos
Rachael O. Bayode
Yenifer Calderon
Darren Constance
Harley Evans
Natasha Finch
Casmair Frison
Laxmi Gautam
Taiwo Lawal
Lindsey Matthew
Caitlin McAlister
Nikki Nguyen
Glenn Patton
Julie Piasecki

Emma Primrose
Mara Proie
Yasser Yaseen S. Saleh
Juan Santiago
Sagel Sison
Shane Smith
Samantha Sommer
Nena Stein
Ramara Stevenson
Shokhjakhon Sultonov
Thao Tran
Katlynn Widman
Jaelin Woodall
Blessing Yava
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Celebrating Autism Awareness Month
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12th GRADE Students of the Month!
March

By Jalysa Tabb
The Autism Society began a
nationwide awareness campaign in the
early '70s that was adopted by
Congress in 1984 and strengthened by
the release of the autism awareness
ribbon in 1999. The Society launched a
project to study brain tissue in 1976
and formed a Foundation focused on
applied research in 1996.
A similar chain of events occurs in autism. We know that toxic exposures
during pregnancy and complications associated with delivery can disrupt
brain processes before birth and shortly afterwards. Mutations in the genes
associated with autism can affect how the brain develops and functions,
starting well before birth.
Most families are told in advance that their child will be diagnosed with
autism. The families have time to connect with the right sources and gather
the information that they may need.
Families grieve differently but they mostly go through the same stages.
Here are the stages of grief: stage one, you believe the doctors have
mistaken; stage two, this isn’t happening; stage three, why is this happening
to us; stage four, blaming themselves and believing they should have done
things differently; stage five, bargain their child's life (praying to God to fix
your child, as parents will do anything for their child to be fixed); stage six, I
can’t deal with this; stage seven, life beyond the diagnosis. When parents
first find out about their babies condition, they have to change their
expectations for their child to be.
FACTS:
Affects 1 in 68 children and 1 in 42 boys.
Autism prevalence figures are growing.
Autism is one of the fastest-growing developmental disorders in the U.S.
Autism costs a family $60,000 a year on average.
Boys are nearly five times more likely than girls to have autism.
(Source: AutismSpeaks.org)

Ms. Riley - Voyage to Peru

Shania Fields

Giovanni Molinaro

1. Favorite thing about school? I
like when I get to hangout on the
back patio, relaxing & talking to my
friends.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Abbondanza
3. Favorite subject: Art
4. Future plans: Going to CCAC to
see how it works out for me before
attending another college.
5. Activities: Reading my book,
listening to music, and playing
video games.
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Fishing,
drawing,
and
making
loom
bracelets.
7. One person I look up to, and
why: My mom because she always
has my back.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I am a
hardworking person.
10. Advice for fellow classmates:
Don't give up. Tell yourself you're
going to complete your 4 years of
high school and continue on and
have a successful life.

1. Favorite thing about school?
Seeing my friends and teachers
2. Favorite teacher: All of them
3. Favorite Subject: Music
4. Future plans: I want to become a
priest.
5. Activities: I am the head captain
on the United Track Team
6. Hobbies: I like to watch Sanford &
Son, All in The Family, and Law &
Order SVU
7. Favorite artist: I like Steve Tyler.
He is my grandfather's cousin.
8. Who is one person you look up to,
and why? My priest. I want to be like
him.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I want the whole
school to know about my autism.
10. Advice for your classmates:
Keep going to achieve your goals.

Advisory - One Nation

Has anyone tried to hit you up for some spare change lately?
Well, maybe it's because there is a group of students hard at work
fundraising for their trip to South America next spring! 18 kids
are currently going to Peru for spring break 2019. This will be the
first trip to a Spanish speaking country that the foreign language
department has organized. The trip is being headed by Spanish
teacher, Ms. Riley. They will be visiting Lima (the capital),
Cusco, a tiny mountain town about 12,000 feet above sea level,
and then, of course, ending with the world wonder, Machu Picchu.
Interested students should see Ms. Riley in the foreign language
corridor ASAP for details!

By Nayshawn Jones
Advisory gives us opportunities to be heard, to receive guidance and
advice. It is a place where we can come together. KK, Kev & Mr. Heywood
help us to get on track and to stop making dumb decisions. They keep it
real with us. They let us know that we can reach out to them about
anything, no matter what it is about. No topic is off-limits. They let us
know that we are important. They value our opinions. They let us know
that we can be successes in life. They let us know when we need to
straighten up.
Pictured below: During Advisory, students of 1Nation "link up" as a sign of
solidarity during one of their discussion/sharing out sessions, led by Mr. Alton, Mr.
McNair, and Mr. Heywood.
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Spring Break In Italy - Trip of a Lifetime

By Joe Mwete
10 students went to Italy over Spring
Break last month with Ms. Schmitt.
They traveled to Rome, Pompeii, &
Capri. Through this unique experience,
students were able to practice speaking
Italian and gain insight into Italian
culture.
For the last two years students
worked tirelessly to fundraise for their
trip.
While in Italy, they were fortunate to
have beautiful, sunny weather.
On
average, students walked about ten miles
every day during tours throughout the
various cities they visited.
The students were able to visit and
tour such noteworthy destinations as the
Colosseum, the Roman Forum, Trevi
Fountain, The Vatican, the beautiful
island of Capri, and many other
historical sights.
Students also enjoyed local delicacies
from each city and, of course, a gelato a
day...

Heritage Day at Brashear

Future trips to various destinations
around the world are being planned by the
Foreign Language Department.
Any
interested student should speak with their
Foreign Language teacher,
or see
Department Chair, Mrs. Wenneker, for
details.
It is a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. Take advantage of it while you
can.

On Thursday, April 26th, It
was a sight to be seen in the
school library. There were tables
representing 10 Latin American
countries, 19 African countries, 13
Asian countries, Greece and the
USA.
The students were very excited
to share their culture with the staff
& their fellow students, serving to
strengthening the sense of
community these students feel.
Music, food, clothing and other
artifacts highlighted the vasta
array of displays.
Special thanks go out to the
following for supporting and
fostering
such
enriching
and
community building
events:
Ms Meade,
Ms May-Stein,
Ms Chepngetich,
Ms Niedomys,
Ms Wenneker,
Ms Varlotta,
Mr. Heywood,
and school principal,
Mrs. Safran.
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From The Counselor's
Suite - Mrs. Jeffers

By Jalysa Tabb
What made you want to become a school
counselor?
I wanted to be able to have an impact on children's
lives no matter how big or small, and help them
achieve their future goals.
After high school what did you want to be?
Originally I wanted to become a physical therapist,
and a backup dancer for Pop Legend Michael
Jackson.
What are your retirement plans?
Make sure my children are stable. Then move to a
place in the Caribbean where it's 80 degrees year
round. Become a bartender in the Caribbean, and
do yoga on the beach.
What's your thoughts on our school
environment?
Our school community is the most welcoming and
accepting environment. I always feel safe. Couldn't
be more proud of the students I've worked with.
If you can go on free vacation for a month
where in the world would you choose?
I would choose Bora Bora.
How many years have you worked at Brashear?
15 years.
If you could restart your life over would you
change your career?
I have a passion in art and interior design, so I
would have gone to school for that, but it was a
risky choice. Or I would have been a backup dancer
for Michael Jackson.
What makes you want to come into work daily?
The students I work with motivate me daily.

The Bull Pen
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Aqua WHAT? Huh?
The most simple definition of Aquaponics
is the combination of aquaculture (raising fish)
and hydroponics (the soil-less growing of
plants) that grows fish and plants together in
one integrated system. The fish waste provides
an organic food source for the plants, and the
plants naturally filter the water for the fish.
The third participants are microbes
(nitrifying bacteria). These bacteria convert
ammonia from the fish waste first into nitrites,
and then into nitrates. Nitrates are the form of
nitrogen that plants can uptake and use to
grow.
Solid fish waste is turned into
vermicompost that also acts as food for the
plants. (theaquaponicsource.com)
In combining both hydroponic and
aquaculture systems, aquaponics capitalizes on
their benefits, and eliminates the drawbacks of
each.

As part of our Aquaponics program at
Brashear, in partnership with the Open Door
Campaign, a local chef came to Mr. Cupps'
science class to use the vegetables that students
had grown in class. Chef Claudy Pierre, owner
of Eminent Solutions Catering, whipped up
some fresh pasta and salad for students to
enjoy the fruits of their labor. In addition, he
talked about the benefits of healthy eating.

The school musical was performed last month, and it was a roaring success! Congrats to all the students who
participated and performed! Special thanks to Liz Shaming (substitute), Tommy Lesko (volunteer and alumni of
Brashear), Tyler Bogden (volunteer), and my dad Ken Schmidt. They helped build the set, organize and buy the
costumes, and helped my lighting ideas become reality. We couldn't have done this production without the
assistance of parent & community volunteers during the week of the production. Additionally, the student who
fundraised the most money for the production was Austin Peters with $300 in advertisements for the production
program. -Ms. Kaitlyn Schmidt

March 18, 2018.

March 18, 2018.

Down By The Creek
Last month, Mr. Cupps and his AP
Environmental Science students took a trip
to Wingfield Pines, a park in Upper St.
Clair. It was formerly a site plagued by
Abandoned Mine Drainage (AMD); the
Allegheny Land Trust was able to
implement an aesthetically pleasing passive
treatment system that visitors can walk
through to watch the water transition from
murky orange to natural, clean clear water
flowing into Chartiers Creek. Western
Pennsylvania has thousands of abandoned
mines that pollute our waters, so this was a
good opportunity to show students this
problem, and a potential solution, firsthand.
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Educational Partnership

90's Sadie Hawkins Dance

In 2008, the founder and executive
director of Educational Partnership,
Justin Brown, attended a summit on
“teacher free stores” and returned with
a vision. At the time, he was working
as Director of the Pittsburgh
Community Storehouse, an arm of
Serving Leaders (formerly Pittsburgh
Leadership Foundation), which donated
gifts
in-kind
to
economically
disadvantaged
communities
and
individuals
in
Pittsburgh
and
surrounding areas. But Justin sensed
that program’s impact could be greater
if it narrowed its focus.
And so, inspired by the success of
teacher programs in other cities, and by
the critical need for educational support
in ours, he led the organization to adopt
a more refined business model, and a
new name to match. In 2009,
Storehouse for Teachers was born, a
Board of Directors was formed, and
(501)(3)c status was obtained.
Teachers throughout the District
have been able to visit their facility in
the West End to obtained school
supplies for their classrooms and their
students.
They have provided an
abundance of well-needed items, like
pencils, crayons, paper, book bags,
tape, folders, notebooks & binders, that
are often in short supply.
Social Studies teacher, Mr. Aguglia,
had this to say about the Program; "It
has been an amazing opportunity for
our staff and students. We have been
able to procure items that are often in
short supply, especially has the school
year wears on. My students have really
appreciated the opportunity to have
new book bags and binders to help
keep their assignments organized.
Social Studies and Journalism teacher,
Mr. Geller, added, "They have provided
the paper we use to print this
newspaper on. They have saved us
$100's in the publication of the school
newspaper, The Bull Pen." Also, I was
able to obtain a new leather chair for
my desk. Now, I have been using my
old chair as a reward for students to sit
in
from
displaying
exemplary
behavior. It has been both a win-win
for our students and the teachers."

The Future Is Mine (TFIM) Club took it
back to the future Friday evening, April 27th,
at their Sadie Hawkins 90's remix dance. The
students had a fun time while raising $200.00,
$150.00 of which will be donated to a fellow
BULL. Librarian, Mr. Carlton Heywood had
this to say about his students; "I am very
proud of the TFIM Club for their
achievements this school year. Great group of
kids!"
A Sadie Hawkins Dance is an informal
dance sponsored by a high school, middle
school or college, in which female students
invite male students. The first known dance of
this kind first occurred in America in the late
1930's. This is contrary to the custom of male
students typically inviting female students to
school dances such as prom in the spring and
Homecoming in the fall. It spread throughout
the country and became a womanempowering rite at high school and college
campuses, and the tradition continues in some
regional American cultures to this day.
Special thanks go out to Mrs. Engel for
loaning equipment & Mrs. Munnell for
coming out to support. A special shout to Ms.
Parks, Mr. Wade, Mrs. Ingram, Mr. G, and
Officer Maddex for grooving with the
students, and to DJ Underdog for keeping the
beat solid throughout the night.
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Students In Action

By Mrs. Tokarski-Jones

SIA stands for students in action. Their
goal is to create a culture change by being
change agents for the school. Students began
working on a grant application through Heinz
and Duquense which they won at the end of
the last school year. Below are the big ideas is
this Program...
About SIA:
-Spread understanding of diversity throughout
the school- community
-Importance: We must understand others to
accept them.
-Use our voices for the ones that feel as though
they don’t have one
-Create a common understanding that we are
all the same regardless of race, ethnicity,
gender, religion, sexual orientation/preference,
and disability
-To educate staff and students on different
paths of life
How SIA will do this:
We want to address the importance of
educating all on the value of diversity through
interactive learning experiences through popup events and kick-off week (mid-April).
Pictured below, senior Lauren Morris, fundraising for
the SIA during Heritage Day at Brashear.
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New TeacherMr. Scheuering

Veteran Teacher of the
Month - Mr. Monroe
By Matthew Smith

Veteran teacher of the month goes to Mr.
Monroe! I had a chance to sit down & interview
Mr. Monroe about his life and how he feels at
Brashear.
Q: How long have you been a teacher?
A: 16 Years
Q: How long have you taught at Brashear?
A: 15 Years (1 year at Woodland Hills)
Q: Did you always want to be a teacher?
A: No, I did not. I chose as a freshmen in
college that was right for me
By Joe Mwete

Q: How long have you been at Brashear and
have you always wanted to be a teacher?
A: I have been here for 3 years. I first decided
I wanted to be a teacher in high school. My
wrestling coach was a P.E. teacher, and I
looked up to him.
Q: Where did you go to school?
A: I graduated from Allderdice, so I am a
product of the P.P.S.
Q: Favorite part of my career?
A: Interacting with my students
Q: Challenges you face with your students?
A: Too much horseplay and a lack of intrinsic
motivation.
Q: What do you think can help motivate
students?
A: Continued support from parent/guardian at
home & teachers at school.
Q: Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
A: As a P.E. teacher at Brashear H.S.
Q: Dream vacation?
A: Turks & Caicos
Q: How long did you wrestle?
A: I wrestled for 3 years at 152lbs. My best
finish was 3rd place at the City League
Championships.
Q: Why didn't you pursue wrestling in
college?
A: I went to Slippery Rock and they didn't
have a wrestling team, just a Club program.

Q: What was your dream job?
A: I wanted to be a mechanical engineer

Q: What don’t you like?
A: All the paperwork and when bad things
happen, like drills & fights.

Q: Why didn’t you pursue that dream?
A: I realized engineering wasn’t for me.

Q: What are some hobbies you have?
A: I enjoy photography and dog training

Q: What do you enjoy about teaching?
Q: What’s your dream vacation?
A: I enjoy spending time with kids who enjoy my A: Going to Deep Creek Lake with my
class, and helping them get ready for the future.
family... Something we do every year.
By Jalysa Tabb

Poetry Contest - Poetry is an art form of human expression. Like painting a
picture, or creating a dance, it gives you freedom to share your thoughts and feelings.
Submit your poem or short story to room
The love of my life
235. Selected entries will be published in the
I want you to know that
school newspaper. Express and share your
You are the light of my world
creativity.
You are so beautiful the way you are
I want you to know that
If I could choose any girl in the world I will chose you.
The love of my life
I want you to know that
You make me smile every time I see you
You beauty makes my heart melt
Every time you make me mad I can't stay mad because
I love you
I can never trade your happiness for anything in the
world.
By Daniel Bayode

Below are (4) poems that
were submitted to be
published this month.
To the Kid in the Corner - By Gemini Morrow
Life isn't easy
Never has and never will be
You look at someone and think
'Wow, I wish I was in your life'
But things change
Life is either vibrant or Bleak
You are in bed alone or with someone
Your surrounded by love or hate
There is no middle man
It's perceived in the eyes of you
It can be Fun and inspiring
Or it could be sad and blah
You can be angry at the world and curse it
But will it really help?
Does it help that you can take every bitter thing
And take it towards other people
Does it help leaving someone who made you happy?
Did it help crying instead of trying to get her back?
I don't think so

-Anonymous

-Anonymous

Life is how you make it
What you put your energy in
What you consider happiness
So yes life isn't easy
But you change that
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Learning About The Holocaust

The Bull Pen
Take The Lead And Be A King / Queen
Or
Follow Behind And Never Be Seen
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Cinco de Mayo
By Shyanne Connolly

By: Parris Moses

Crreated by: Mckenzie Fink, Anugraha Lagoon,
and Jay Johnson.

Mrs. Waugaman's 10th grade STEAM
English classes had some very cool
lessons going on this past month. Her
students did a wonderful job with their
research and artistic expression, and set
up a Holocaust Museum of projects in the
school library to illustrate what they
learned. Students had to research topics
related to the Holocaust, and after writing
research papers, they collaborated in
groups with artist residents from the
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, to create gallery
exhibit pieces on those topics. They were
challenged to only use paper and
cardboard as their main mediums.

Work created by: Laxmi Gautam, Dallala Hashem,
and Roshika Gajmer.

I have a question for you. Are you a
follower or a leader? Only you can decide
what you are, but let me tell you
something; being a leader and a follower
are two different things. A leader is
someone who makes their own decisions,
not following the hottest trends, but
starting their own. Just because everyone
is wearing polo shirts doesn't mean you
have to, that's being a follower. A leader
would be wearing polo shirts even though
nobody wears that anymore. A leader
wouldn't care, as they could bring it back
in style.
I'm gonna be honest; Sometimes i can
be a little bit of both... When it comes to
music I still listen to 90's and early 2000's
songs. I listen to some of the new songs,
but not really too much, because I prefer
the old music. Other people think I'm lame
because I'm not into the music they listen
to, truth is I'm not a follower. I really don't
care what's in and what's not, and you
shouldn't either. I try to be a leader, but
sometimes it's hard when you live in a
generation like mines.
You can be a leader if you wanted to,
you just have to put your mind to it. If you
have a goal or dream, go for it, and don't
let anybody stop you from success. There
may be obstacles through the process, but
hey, that's what life is about. Challenges
make things better, since you worked for
what you wanted. So, don't be a follower,
be a leader and watch how your life will
turn out in the end!

For many Americans, Cinco de Mayo
means enjoying Mexican food and
probably a few margaritas. But Cinco
de Mayo, which means May 5 in
Spanish, is probably one of the most
misunderstood Mexican holidays.
Contrary to popular belief, Cinco de
Mayo is not Mexico's independence
day.
Mexican
independence
is
celebrated Sept.16.
Cinco de Mayo commemorates the
Mexican army's unlikely victory over
the French forces of Napoleon III on
May 5, 1862, at the Battle of Puebla.
Mexico had trouble paying back war
debts to European countries, and
France had come to Mexico to collect
that debt.
Today, Cinco de Mayo has become
more of an American holiday than a
Mexican one. But most non-Mexican
Americans have "no idea" about the
day's history, said Carlos Tortolero,
president of the National Museum of
Mexican Art in Chicago.
"If you went to any bar tonight and said
'What's this day about?', they would be
clueless, and you can't blame the
alcohol consumption either," Tortolero
told USA TODAY Network.
For Tortolero, Cinco de Mayo is a
reminder of how many times Mexico
has been invaded by other countries
A relatively minor holiday in Mexico, in
the United States Cinco de Mayo has
evolved into a commemoration of
Mexican
culture
and
heritage,
particularly in areas with large
Mexican-American populations.
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Softball Team Is On a Roll
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Unified Track Leaving It's Mark

Above: Seniors, left to right: Cambrie Clark, Kylie Didion,
Alyssa Norkevicus, Marissa Matts & Darian Green.
At right: junior, Brittney Smith & senior, Kylie Didion

By Brittney Smith
"This team will always have a special place in my heart and I am so sad to see you all go.
It has been a great season and a great 3 years. I wish all of the seniors the best of luck in
everything they do. Congrats!"

On The Fast Track!
Coach Kliber offers these highlights of the season so far: Tyonna Walker is going for her
3rd consecutive gold in the 800m this year to defend her gold from her 9th and 10th grade
years. Amira Coleman, Dante Douglas and Paul Chambers are the rising freshmen. Izzy
Romano is looking to take medals in multiple events and the boys' relays have been solid
all season.

Above, left to right: (front row) Emily Dauer, Trinity Frison,
Jalen Smith, Giovanni Molinaro (back row) Shemar Nelson,
Jeremiah Thompson, Keishaun Davenport

Take Your Child To Work Day - April 28, 2018.
It was an extra special, exciting and interesting day as 45 kids came to work with
their parents, our teachers, last Thursday. Various activities were organized for the
"little Bulls" throughout the day: picture frame art and craft, Simon-says, obstacle course
in the gym, and swimming.
Take Your Child To Work Day seems to have started in the 1990's, evolving from
"Take Your Daughter To Work Day," an opportunity to encourage girls to consider all
different types of career choices, even those in traditionally male-dominated fields. The
events of this day gained popularity in the late 1990's and into the early 2000's, to
include sons, as well. The event has helped millions of children gain a firsthand
appreciation of the realities of the working world.
Here at Brashear, there were plenty of smiles by the "little Bulls," peer-helpers, and
parents! A sincere "thank you" to teacher, Ms. St. Angelo, for organizing, and to
everyone who helped out to make it one memorable day for all involved.

Pictured above: Shot put thrower, Shemar Nelson.

Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff

Matthew Smith
Mondayja Smith
Shyanne Connolly
Jalysa Tabb
Tahjale Thomas
Lauren Morris
Haylie Marasco
Demi Wardzinski
Joe Mwete
Parris Moses
Advisor: Mr. Geller

