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Let's Come Together As One

November always seems to be the
perfect month to focus on "giving thanks."
This could not have been any truer at
Brashear, as school librarian, Mr. Carlton
Heywood, along with members of The
Future Is Mine (TFIM) Club, sponsored
their annual Current Military & Veteran's
Appreciation Luncheon this past week, in
honor of Veteran's Day.

By Joe Mwete
There many different ways to discipline
children at school, mostly depending on their
grade and age. From what I can see, some
students get judged differently because of
their past history, either with the police or
throughout junior high.
I don't believe every criminal or bad
person is innocent, but I also don't believe
that every conviction is correct. There are
innocent people who get caught up with the
wrong friends at the wrong time. This can
get them into trouble for stupid stuff that can
put them on house arrest. At Brashear I have
a friend who is on house arrest. He is a good
kid and has a different mindset than most
people in this situation. He was at the wrong
place at the wrong time, but is not a criminal.
He has a future, but because of his arrest, he
sometimes gets treated by adults as if he was
a convicted felon. This little slip up should
not negatively affect his entire life.
There are different ways you could fix
this problem. For one, maybe there could be
a second chance policy. Kids should get a
warning before they get convicted of a
crime, especially if the crime is not a serious
offense. This would give all kids an equal
chance to prove that they might not be as bad
as their appearance makes them look. I think
Brashear should implement a second chance
policy for being late to school or class. I
think a warning is more appropriate than an
immediate detention. If this happens more
than once a grading period then a detention
should be given... What do YOU think???

Work hard. Get Smart.
Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!

This served as an opportunity to honor
our military community, as students & staff
also invited loved ones to take part in the
luncheon. It also provided a forum for
students who are seriously considering the
military as a career, or using the military to
pay for educational opportunities, as they
were able to discuss their options with those
who were in attendance.
A sincere THANK YOU to all who have
served!

By Pamela Tomassi
As we all know, Saturday, October 27, 2018
was a sad day, with the tragic shooting in
Squirrel Hill at the Tree of Life Synagogue,
leaving 11 dead and 4 hospitalized.
When I heard about what was going on, I
started feeling sick to my stomach. Even
though I did not know anyone who was killed or
injured during this, it still saddens me to hear
about anything like this. What had worried me
even more is hearing that my friend was only
right up the street from the shooting and that
my dad, who is a paramedic, was on the call. I
don't know what I would have done if anything
had happened to them. I couldn't stop thinking
about them or this event until I had heard from
them that they were okay, and even then, I was
still so shook up from it.
We need to stop the violence and bring more
love and less hate into this world. It's not just
this shooting that has everyones' attention, it is
all the other shootings, as well, coupled with
this, that has everyone on high alert. Enough is
enough...
Whether we are talking about
shootings at places of worship, in our
neighborhoods, in schools throughout the
country, enough is enough. Something needs
to give. These are senseless and wasteful
crimes. Why, I ask, WHY?
Let's all come together, just accept one
another, let's move forward as ONE. Imagine
the pain caused by these acts. The world is a
difficult place as it is. Life is difficult enough as
it is. Life is precious. Life is short. Why do
people hate? What does it say about them?
What does it say about how they were raised?
Each one of us can make a difference. One
act at a time. Each and every day. Let's love
each other. Let's love our neighbors. Let's
accept & respect that there will be differences
among the people in the world, but nothing so
serious as to cost someone their life. Let's live,
and let live. I challenge you to be an agent of
change. Each one of us has the power to start
today, being mindful and removing hate from
our hearts and our mouths.
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Congratulations to Our OCTOBER Students of the Month!

12
th

11
th

Harley Evans
1. Fav thing about school?
Taking notes
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Rendine
3. Fav subject: Psychology
4. Future plans: Attend a
university, then move on to be a
psychiatrist or a psychiatric
nurse.
5. Extracurricular Activities: Fall
Play & Spring Musical
6. Favorite Artist: Post Malone
7. Fav book: Pride & Prejudice
8. Fav song: Run, by LANY
9. Who is one person you look
up to, and why? My grandma,
because she has been through
a lot, but still keeps her head up
and pushes through.
10. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Do what you need
to do to get through, and make
sure to take care of yourself
while doing so.

Austin Peters
1. Fav thing about school: The
extracurriculars & The Drama Club
2. Favorite teacher: Mr. Browne
3. Favorite subject: French
4. Future plans: Go to college &
graduate with a degree in
aerospace engineering.
5. Activities: The Play, The Musicial,
Thespian Society & National Honor
Society
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Learning
guitar, spending time w/friends
7. Fav artist: The Beatles
8. One person I look up to, and why:
My mom, because of her
determination & perserverance to
provide for her kids.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I'm open to trying
almost anything once

Domenica Palmieri
1. Fav thing about school? The
diversity
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Johnson
3. Favorite subject: Psychology
4. Future plans: Go to law school
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Spending time
with friends & traveling
6. Fav book: 'Self and Soul' by Mark
Edmundson
7. One person I look up to, and why:
My cousin, Nikki, because she has
always supported me and has
inspired me to pursue a career in
civil justice.
8. One thing you want people to
know about you? I've been to 4
different countries
9. Advice for fellow classmates: Try
to enjoy high school while it lasts.

10
th

Nick Molinaro
1. Favorite thing about school?
World History
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Schmidt
3. Future plans: Work
4. Extracurricular(s): Football
Team Manager
5. Hobbies/Pastimes:Video
games & music
6. Fav Movie: Freddy vs Jason
7. Fav artist: Metallica
8.. One person I look up to, and
why: My parents because of their
good advice.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? How nice I am
to everyone.
10. Advice for fellow classmates:
Work hard.

Hussein Zangana
2. Favorite teacher: Ms. Germansky
3. Favorite Subject: Math
4. Future plans: Soccer player
5. Extracurricular Activities:
Ambassador Soccer Team
6. Hobbies: Soccer & video games
7. Fav movie: The Dark City
8. One thing you want people to
know about you? I am a Kurdish. I
am from Kurdistan.
10. Advice for your classmates:
Listen to your teacher.

9th

Anjana Gurung
1. Fav thing about school:
Meeting my friends & teachers
each day.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Petrogeorge
3. Fav subject: Math
4. Future plans: Go to college and
learn more things about nursing.
5. Extracurriculars: I like to play
badminton & I like to draw.
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Watching
movies, drawing, & bicycling.
7. Fav movie: Hidden Figures
8. Fav song: Eastside
9. Fav artist: Shawn Mendes
10. Fav book: Breaking Through
11. One person I look up to and
why: My mom because she is
nice, always gives good advice,
doesn't give up easily, and she
always told me to be nice & kind
to everyone.

Meganey Musa
1. Fav thing about school: Hanging
out with my friends.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Piscitelli
3. Fav subject: English
4. Future plans: Being an art teacher.
5. Extracurriculars: Swimming
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Writing &
crafting
7. Fav book: The Tale of Emily
Windsnap.
8. Fav Movie: H2O Just Add Water
9. Fav song: Shake It Off
10. Fav artist: Taylor Swift
11. One person I look up to and why:
My friend, Ava, as she cares and
helps me with my situations.
12. One thing you want people to
know about you: I'm adopted
13. Advice for fellow students: Show
up everyday and work hard in your
classes.

Tyrique Johnson
1. Fav teacher: Mrs. Lockwich
2. Fav subject: Math
3. Future plans: Make it to the
NFL.
4. Extracurriculars: Football &
Basketball
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Going
outside & playing basketball.
6. Fav movie: Friday
7. Fav artist: Jimmy Wopo
8. One person I look up to and
why: I look up to my cousin,
because I just do...
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Battle Of The Books

Out In The Community

By Mr. Heywood

Last month Brashear celebrated the
culmination of Hispanic Heritage Month
with an extravaganza in the library. Students
shared poetry, stories, music, history, and
dance with their friends, teachers and staff.
It was a festive time to exhibit what
really makes Brashear a special place, with
so many rich cultures. Students and staff,
coming together to share and celebrate our
differences, and appreciate how, despite
some differences, we are really so similar,
and have so many things in common.

Last Saturday a few Brashear students
volunteered to escort me and take part in a Book
signing/celebration at the Barnes and Noble in
Fox Chapel. The celebration was for the local
YA author Sharon G. Flake and the 20th
anniversary of her first novel the "Skin I'm In".
Last week several of our students practiced
reading from the book in the library, but when I
went to pick up the students, only one student
showed up.
Hats to Hunter Bradley for not only showing
up, but showing up big! He took two parts in the
reading and met some new friends along the
way. Everyone was impressed with his
cooperation and leadership.
We really have some terrific kids in our
school district, and our school, and when we
give them the chance they knock it out of the
park!
GO BULLS!

In celebration with the 20th
anniversary of the Sharon Flake
novel, "The Skin I'm In", some
Pittsburgh Public School and
Carnegie Librarians will be cosponsoring the Sharon G. flake
edition of the "Battle of the Books".
This event will occur Tuesday,
November 20th in the library during
the 12th and 13th periods.
If you know any student who would
like to participate please have them
see me in the library. Cool prizes
and maybe some credit from
participating English Teachers.
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff

Hayley Andraca-Nava
Shyanne Connolly
Chelsea Perello
Jada Smith
Joe Mwete
Devante Ferguson
Anthony Thurmond
Courtney Bruno

Pictured at
left,
students
showing
their pride
during a
Hispanic
Heritage
Month
celebration

Mondayja Smith
Daisy Tappe
Destanie Dillard
Pamela Tomassi
Emily Urbano
Daja Wilson
Norhan Hajelsawi
Advisor: Mr. Geller
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From The Counselor's
Suite - Mrs. Hens-Greco

Contributed by Mrs. Wenneker
In the spring of 2020, students from Brashear
will explore Italy, Switzerland and France. The
nine day trip will be over the students’ spring
break. Transportation to and through the three
countries will include trains, planes, buses and
boats.
They touch down in Milan and travel by bus
to just outside Venice. To enter the city proper
they will take a boat. Venice is built on islands
and people use boats to get around. There are no
cars in Venice and all the services for which we
use motorized vehicles: fire trucks, garbage
trucks, ambulances, etc., are on boats.
From there the students go to the Italian lake
region and take a cruise on Lake Como. Como
is a popular vacation destination because of the
natural beauty of the lake and the elegant hotels
on its shores.
The next stop is in Switzerland at Lucerne, a
city also on a lake and within sight of the Alps.
There students will see Europe’s oldest covered
bridge, originally built in the 1300’s, and many
buildings dating back to the Middle Ages.
To go to Paris our students will take a bullet
train. These trains can go up to 200 mph. In
Paris they will see the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame
with its beautiful stained glass windows, and
tour the Louvre and Versailles. The Louvre is
the home of many important works of art,
perhaps the most famous being the Mona Lisa.
Versailles was once the home of French kings
and queens and is known for its Hall of Mirrors
as well as its extensive gardens.
We hope that when the students return they
will have new understanding of the world and its
variety; that they will have used a language other
than English to communicate successfully; and
that they will have confidence in their ability to
travel to new places.
If you are interested, see Mrs. Wenneker
asap.

Thanksgiving

By Mondayja Smith
Q: What is your job title? I am a social worker.
Q: What does a social worker do? I work with my
students and try to help them to be in the best
possible situation for them to succeed.
Q: Where did you attend college? I earned a
Bachelor's Degree in Psychology from Earlham
College in Richmond, Indiana, and obtained my
Master's Degree from the University of Pittsburgh.
Q: What is your favorite part of your job? I love
my students and learning how strong, resilient, and
smart they are.
Q: If you could go on vacation for a month where
in the world would you choose? Positano, Italy, and
spend time on the beach, eating a pizza or big bowl of
pasta.
Q: How many years have you worked at
Brashear? 2 years
Q: If you could restart your life, would you change
your career? I would not, but if I had to choose
another career, it would be to own a boutique for
women, geared towards those who may not be able to
afford to buy business casual clothes, helping to make
them feel good about themselves.
Q: What makes you want to come to work each
day? My students!
Q: Is there anything else you want your students
to know about you? My favorite color is olive
green, I have two dogs, Henry & Hannah, I was born
in Washington, D.C., but grew up in Pittsburgh. And,
I love my job, but some days are very challenging.

March 18, 2018.

By Jada Smith
Thanksgiving is on November 22.
Thanksgiving is a time and place where
families or friends, get together, feast,
have a four day weekend, watch
football games, or just relax. The first
Thanksgiving ever, wasn’t a holiday or
feast, but a simple gathering. This goes
along with the Mayflower's arrival at
Plymouth Rock on December 11, 1620.
The Pilgrims suffered the loss of 46 of
their original 102 colonists. With the
help from the 91 Indians, the remaining
Pilgrims survived the bitter cold winter
and yielded a large harvest in 1621. In
celebration, a traditional English
harvest festival, lasting three days,
brought the Pilgrims and natives to
unite in a “thanksgiving” get together.
The next thanksgiving meal wouldn’t
be until June of 1676.
Thanksgiving is a really important
holiday for me. Giving thanks to God
and being around my family that I love.
Turkey is usually the big dish you
usually find on a Thanksgiving table,
but I love eating pie, roasted chicken,
green beans, yams, baked macaroni,
and many more other foods that my
mother cooks. So when you are with
your family this Thanksgiving, tell
them what you're thankful for and share
the history of the meaning of
thanksgiving.

Marching Band Dazzles
at 69th Annual
Kennywood Fall Festival
Parade
March 18, 2018.

Pictured to left, our Brashear
Marching Band, led by Band
Director, Mr. Bushyager,
represents us well at Kennywood
Park this past September!
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F.I.Y.A.

Mrs. Kelley is always robust & full of energy as one
of the excellent teachers in the Fine Arts Department.
This past week we caught her in action as she
demonstrated to her 9th grade - Intro to Ceramics class
- how to make a pinch pot. Moving into the beginning
of the 2nd report period, this will be the first time her
students will have a hands-on experience with this
medium.
The students were captivated by her
instruction (see pic below) and eagerly anticipate their
time forming their individual masterpieces!

Pictured above, F.I.Y.A. members Arionna
Hampton & Mykeia Harrison, along with F.I.Y.A.
Sponsor, Ms. Laney Ingram.

By Mon'Dayja Smith

STEM
Biology teachers are
participating
in
Flying
Classrooms;
a
STEM
program geared for urban
students. Pictured at right is
Capt. Barrington Irving, the
face of the program, along
with
our
own
Mrs.
Zaremski. Capt.
Irving came to Brashear
for an assembly to kick off
the Flying Classrooms
Program with Dr. Hamlet.
After landing on the school
softball field & participating
in an assembly, they left via
helicopter to go to Langley
for their next STEM
assembly.

"Hot Off The Press"
Pictured at left, school newspaper
staff members, 10th graders,
Hayley Andraca-Nava & Chelsea
Perello are hard at work putting
on the finishing touches to the 1st
edition of The Bull Pen, which
was distributed last month.

Our school is fortunate to have a
lot of staff members who get involved
with students on the daily, trying to do
everything in their power to help
prepare us to succeed later on in our
lives. It is not always the teachers in the
classrooms that reach every student,
but involvement in extracurricular
activities provide another medium for
that to occur.
One of those special people is
security guard, Ms. Laney Ingram! 5
years ago she started a girls mentoring
group called Fierce Inspiring Young
Adults (F.I.Y.A.), focused on mentoring,
leadership, self confidence and overall
youth development. The group meets
twice a week and, several times outside
of school, throughout the school year.
They have speakers coming in, go
on field trips, college tours in and out of
state, work on resume building, attend
sporting events, plays, museums and
lastly, volunteer in the community.
F.I.Y.A has 3 other adult mentors
other than Mrs.Laney. After the girls
graduate they can still be in the group,
as they do peer mentoring, etc..
This seems like a good positive group
for young adult women, fostering nice,
positive vibes for the ladies..
Thank you, Laney, for doing
something positive for OUR school.

Go Bulls !!!
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Language Excursion to
"The Strip"
By: Lilian Hollabaugh

By Nora Hajelsawi & Anthony Thurmond

We had the pleasure of interviewing
the wonderful Miss Lee. Here is mostly
how the interview turned out!
Q. How long have you been teaching
here?
A. I've been teaching here for 2 years.
Q. How long do you plan on being here
in Brashear?
A. As long as I'm able.
Q. Did you always want to be a history
teacher?
A. I was always the student that would
sit and read history books.
Q. What's your favorite aspect of
Brashear?
A. The diversity of the kids.
Q. Where did you go to college?
A. I got my master's from Pitt.
Q. What is one challenge you faced?
A. Balancing planning a wedding and
teaching.
Q. If you could pick a different major
what would it be?
A. It would probably have to be Law.
Q.
What is your favorite Marvel
character?
A. It would have to be the Hulk, because
he represents my personality.

On October 25, the Language Dept took 25-30
students to the Strip District for a fun outing.
There were students from the Italian, Spanish,
and French classes, and all of them were assigned
the task to find the ingredients to a recipe that
was in their language. They went to many places
and spent the day exploring the many diverse
shops in Pittsburgh's downtown Strip District.
Though they had a task to complete, they also had
free time to explore, shop, and grab a bite to eat.
Many of the students stopped off at the Allegheny
Coffee & Tea Exchange for a warm beverage on
the chilly day with temps only in the 40’s. Even
with the chill in the air, the students had a
exciting time and many brought back souvenirs
and goods. Another shop frequented by the
students was Grandpa Joe's Candy Shop, for
yummy treats and fun toys. Pennsylvania
Macaroni Co. and the WFH Oriental Market
where very important to the student's trip as they
were great places to find the ingredients needed
for their recipes. It was a trip enjoyed by all
students to Pittsburgh's own Iconic Strip Distric.

Veteran Teacher of the
Month - Mrs. Roberto
Daisy Tappe & Nora Hajelsawi
Interview with Mrs. Roberto
Q: Did you always want to be a teacher?
A: Yes, but I started off as a Special-Ed
teacher because of my sister.
Q: Where did you go to college?
A: I attended Slippery Rock and Pitt.
Q: When did you come to Brashear?
A: I started here 20 years ago, only stayed
for a year, but then came back for Mr.
Vater when he became principal.
Q: What was your favorite subject as a kid?
A: I always liked reading.
Q: What is your favorite aspect of
Brashear?
A: I love how diverse it is and all the
teachers I work with. I love when kids step
up to the plate and show how capable they
are.
Q: What is your passion?
A: I’m passionate about helping kids
because most of them have potential.
Q: What is a challenge you face at
Brashear?
A: I love helping struggling students, but
when they don't try it’s an everyday
struggle.
Q: Why do you like Pittsburgh?
A: I lived in Jamestown, NY, but I love
Pittsburgh
because
there's
always
something to do.
Q: Do you see any improvements at
Brashear?
A: They’re trying new experiments & I
hope they work.
Q: What's one thing about Brashear you
dislike?
A: It bothers me when my students fail to
see the need to do their classwork.
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2018 Homecoming Dance

By Hayley Andraca-Nava
Homecoming was held on
Friday October 5, 2018 in
North Oakland. The theme
was “A Night in Paris” and
the venue's decorations did
not disappoint. There were
lights, dancing, and laughter
all-around. Everyone had a
wonderful night, and there
was even an ice sculpture of
the Eiffel Tower, which made
the place look even more
dazzling. The music was up
beat and there was always
someone on the dance floor.
Homecoming was a very fun
and eventful night where
many memories were created
and will last forever.
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BACK-TO-BACK TENNIS TEAM CHAMPS

Pictured above, left to right: Back: Kiera Robinson, Thuong Dong, Charell Matthews, Isabel Mendoza, Liam
Weyand (Mgr in training), Paula Mendoza, Chelsea Truong, Jessie Assaf. Front: Josh Campbell (Mgr), Oydin
Ruzimukhamedova, Peedika Yar, Autumn Wilde (Captain), Shokhsanam Sadirova, Adrian Garcia (Mgr)

Congratulations to coach Jesse Baker and his squad as they continue to make history on the
hard court! I'm sure they're enjoying their accomplishments, as they continue to raise the
bar, and have their sights set on shooting for an unheard of 3-Peat next season! Time will
tell.

Golf Medalists

Congrats to City League Gold
medalist Shane Woodhall and
Silver medalist Ron Verbonach.
Also, congrats to Shane as he
represented & competed in the state
regional semifinals last month!!!

Cross Country
By Chelsea Perello
Cross Country is a sport in which teams and
individuals run a race on open air courses over
natural terrain, such as dirt or grass. Cross
Country is different from track, as you can run
your own speed throughout the 3 miles.
There is a co-ed Cross Country team here at
Brashear. Students run for various reasons. I run
to get my mind off of things like school & work. I
also run to stay in shape. Our coach, Ms.
Bienemann, makes sure we stay in shape for the
season, as she tells us what we should eat and
how to prepare for a meet.
The reason I'm sticking with cross country is
because I've been doing it since 6th grade and
I'm now in 10th. I'm hoping to get a scholarship
to college through running, and hopefully I will be
able to enjoy the sport many years into the
future.

Girl's Soccer - "Sportsmanship At It's Finest"
Pictured below: Soccer teams from Brashear and Upper St. Clair after their match at Cupples Stadium on October 8th.

By Coach Daley

Sportsmanship has been something that has
reigned true at Brashear Girls Soccer games
throughout the season. I have always
believed, and try to teach, that victory is in
the quality of competition, not the final
score. In a match on October 8th, Upper St.
Clair & Brashear coaches and players
demonstrated sportsmanship in its purest
form. You see, it is one's response to
winning or losing that makes one a winner
or loser. Our response that evening? A 40
minute second half played in pinnies; mixed
teams cheering each other on, laughing,
smiling, high-fiving. Brashear didn't let the
score define them, and neither did our
opposing team. We were ALL winners that
night. And as a coach--watching that display
of camaraderie--was the ultimate testament
to a successful season."

