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Bring Back "Bulls Bucks"

By Mr. Corona

Lo

Beginning December 17th,
we have adjusted the tardy to
school policy. If a student
comes late to school, it will be
documented in CAASS. After
the 4th tardy, students will be
issued a full day of (ISS) InSchool Suspension. After a
student reaches his/her 3rd
(ISS) In-School Suspension,
other layers of intervention will
be utilized. This adjustment
was necessary because of
management issues with the
extremely
lengthy
lunch
detention lists.
An Alert Now phone call
was made to all homes
informing parents of the
changes to the policy. If a
student arrives late to 1st or
2nd period class, teachers will
ask to see their "tap in" slip to
confirm arrival. If they cannot
produce one of these slips, then
teachers will assign a lunch
detention for tardiness. If you
have any questions, please see
an administrator, or contact the
school.
"If you are 5 minutes early, you
are already 10 minutes late."
-Vince Lombardi (Former
Member of the Hall of Fame)

NFL

Coach,

Work hard. Get Smart.
Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!

By Anthony Thurmond
Brashear students spent countless hours last month
giving back as they took part in Toys for Tots, a program
originally started by the U.S. Marines in 1947, focused on
collecting toys from various donation stations and
redistributing them to children who may not be fortunate
enough to celebrate the holiday season with gifts and
presents due to economic circumstances. Our own CTE
Department organized this service learning opportunity,
as Brashear has a long standing participation with Toys
for Tots through the Stuff-A-Bus campaign in the
Pittsburgh region.
Brashear's Automotive Technology & Body Programs
have spearheaded our participation through KISS FM's
Mikey and Big Bob. Students not only helped to collect
and disbribute the toys, but MPaC students also
participated in the cause by creating posters to encourage
donations and inform of donation locations and times.
This participation was an incredible opportunity for our
students to use their skills to spread hope.
The project was spearheaded by Auto Body teacher,
Mr. Tom Lipovsky. A sign-up sheet was created by Mr.
Weiblinger's students, and Brashear teachers were able to
sign-up to have various types of work (oil change, replace
windshield wipers, clean & wash, etc) completed on their
vehicles for toy donations. Mr. Lipovsky scheduled and
organized the work to be completed by his students. It
was a huge success, as at least 12-13 huge bags of toys
were gathered & donated in the cause.
Many of the students involved found the experience
to be very rewarding. Senior, Samantha Krop exclaimed,
"It was all about giving back to people who are less
fortunate. The learning experience brought us closer
together as a class, and it really made me feel better about
myself as a person." Senior, Vinny Zumbo shared, "Not
only was I able to give back, I was able to learn things on
a car that I didn't know how to do before. Senior, Josh
Daugherty said, "It was about giving back to kids..."
Senior, Louis Calhoun shared, "God said if you love him,
feed his sheep... It is better to give than receive... I feel
like that is the opportunity we had, and what we did, with
(Continued on pg 6)
this activity." Regional magnet student,

Hey, for those of you who don't know
what Bulls Bucks are, they were fake dollars
with the Bull logo on it, and you could use
them to buy things in our school store, or buy
a lunch detention pass or homework pass.
The way you earned them were by working
hard in class, being recognized for kind deeds,
and/or doing something helpful. But, this year
the school did away with Bulls Bucks.
I believe we should bring them back as a
way to encourage desired behavior in the
student body. If we bring them back, more
kids will have a reason to do their work, they
will have more motivation to get out of a
detention and try to fix their problems, rather
that take the detention and get nothing done.
Let me know what you think. Let me
know if you looked forward to getting Bulls
Bucks in the past. Let your VP or teacher
know you would like to see Bulls Bucks used
again!
Pictured below, students helping to fill up a bus
for "Toys for Tots."

Dec 2018

The Bull Pen

Pg 2

Congratulations to Our NOVEMBER Students of the Month!

12
th

11
th

Angel Bennett

Sudesh Tiwari
1. Fav thing about school:
Everything about it!
It's very
welcoming & the diversity.
2. Favorite teacher: Mr. Geller
3. Favorite subject: Psychology
4. Future plans: Go to college for 4
years, major in accounting, and
possibly be a soccer player.
5. Activities: Member of NHS,
Soccer Team & Volleyball.
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: I love playing
soccer.
7. Fav song: See You Again
8. Fav movie: Finding Nemo
9. Fav book:Down Garrapata Road
8. One person I look up to, and why:
My mom, because she is my
inspiration in every possible way. I
was raised by her my whole life.
9. Advice for fellow classmates: Be
careful who you hang with. Make
good decisions.

1. Fav thing about school?
Seeing my friends here.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Kipp
3. Fav subject: Mathematics
4. Future plans: Some college
for forsenic psychology.
5. Extracurricular Activities:
Band & Robotics
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Drawing
& watching Netflix
7. Fav book? The Great Gatsby
8. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Don't fall behind on
deadlines.

10
th

Robert Newman
1. Favorite thing about school?
The chance to make friends that
will last a lifetime.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Graham
3. Fav subject: History
4. Future plans: Attend Penn State
to become a Veterinarian
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Playing
video games, watching TV, and
reading.
6. Fav Movie: Star Wars Episode 3 Revenge of the Sith
7. Fav artist: Paul McCarthy
8.. One person I look up to, and
why: My dad because he didn't go
to college but found a good job,
works 14 hr days to pay for things
his family wants.
9. You want people to know about
you? I'm loyal, shy, & I take my
education seriously.

Bhim Adhikari

Laviyha Macon
1. Fav thing about school? My
teachers
2. Fav teacher: Mrs. Wenneker &
Mrs. Niedomys
3. Fav subject: Wearable Arts &
Chemistry
4. Future plans: Go to college to
become a lawyer.
5. Activities: Volleyball, Dance &
Track.
6.
Hobbies/Pastimes:
Playing
volleyball
7. Fav song: Broken Clocks
8. One person I look up to, and why:
My mom, because she is a older
version of me, and that's where I
wanna be.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I'm a great student
10.. Advice for fellow classmates:
It's not that hard to be a good
student.

1. Fav thing about school: The fun &
friends.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Germansky
3. Fav Subject: Math
4. Future plans: Error 404: Content
Not Found
5. Activities: None, unfortunately...
6. Hobbies: Playing video games
7. Fav movie: Bahubali 2: The
Conclusion
8. Fav song: Nazm Nazm
9. Fav artist: Atif Aslam
10. One person I look up to, and
why? Messi, because he is one of
the, if not the greatest soccer player
of all time, and he is my idol.
11. One thing you want people to
know about you? I constantly make
jokes
12. Advice for your classmates:
Follow your heart, and take your
brain along anyway.

9th

Teagan Hollabaugh
1. Fav thing about school: Seeing
my friends.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Cupps
3. Fav subject: AP Environmental
Science
4. Future plans: Go to college &
graduate with a degree, although
I'm not sure what I want to do.
5. Extracurriculars: Swimming &
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Swimming
and watching Netflix & YouTube
7. Fav movie: Fast & Furious 7
8. One person I look up to and
why: My mom, because she is
very strong.
9. One thing you want people to
know? I have a twin sister.
10. Advice for fellow classmates:
Do your classwork. It makes up
for the HW you don't do...

Julie Miller
1. Fav thing about school: Socializing
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Nolte
3. Fav subject: Art
4. Future plans: Move out after high
school.
5. Extracurriculars: None
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Sleeping
7. Fav book: One Fish, Two Fish, Red
Fish, Blue Fish..
8. Fav Movie: Good Luck, Charlie
9. Fav song: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star
10. Fav artist: Post Malone
11. One person I look up to and why:
Tiffany Caskey because she is so
funny.
12. Advice for fellow students: Be a
good noodle.

Kevin Moran
1. Fav thing about school: Lunch
2. Fav teacher: Mrs. Roberto
3. Fav subject: Gym
4. Future plans: Go to college with
a scholarship to either Penn State
or Slippery Rock.
5. Extracurriculars: Soccer Team
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Playing
soccer or going out with friends
7. Fav movie: Scarface
8. Fav artist: Topanga
9. Fav book: Cat in the Hat
10. One person I look up to and
why: My big brother because he is
a hard worker.
11. One thing you want people to
know about you: I graduate in 2022
12. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Do everything on-time
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Real Life Lessons - Giving Back . . .

The Brashear Uzbek Student Association, organized by Foreign Language Teacher, Devin
Browne, has been instrumental in helping countless students adjust to living & going to school in
Pittsburgh.
Pictured here are most of our Uzbek students along with two alumni, Diana Faxriddinova and
Ibrokhim Mirzakhonov. Both Ibrokhim and Diana are full time college students (Diana at
Duquesne, Ibrokhim at Point Park). Ibrokhim also runs a local pizza shop (Joe & Pie in Dormont)
and Diana translates and interprets for PPS. Both want to give back to their community and visited
with our current Uzbek students to talk about college and making the most out of high school.

"Ms. Smallwood Making
a BIG Difference"
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
Hayley Andraca-Nava
Shyanne Connolly
Chelsea Perello
Jada Smith
Joe Mwete
Devante Ferguson
Anthony Thurmond
Courtney Bruno

By: Nora Hajelsawi & Daisy Tappe
Ms. Smallwood is a part-time counselor at
Brashear H.S. She can be found assisting
students in the guidance suite in their pursuit of
affordable higher-education options. Feel free to
stop by the guidance suite and ask for Ms.
Smallwood when you are ready to begin the
college-search process.
Q: Where do you get your great ideas
from?
A: The kids I work with.
Q: What is one characteristic that you believe
every leader should possess?
A: Integrity is really important
Q: What is your leadership style?
A: I know when to lead, and when to follow, I
can be a passive and aggressive leader.
Q: What’s your biggest risk in this position?
A: I help kids in different positions. My heart gets
too involved.
Q: Why is this important to you?
A: I give people opportunities that no one else
does. It’s important to me.

Mondayja Smith
Daisy Tappe
Destanie Dillard
Pamela Tomassi
Emily Urbano
Daja Wilson
Norhan Hajelsawi
Advisor: Mr. Geller
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New Cell Phone Policy
By Emily Urbano
In my opinion, I think this debate is
happening in many schools in our country.
But should Brashear take part in this? To
me, I’d say yes and no. I’m going to start
with why I said no first. I think no because
what happens if something bad happened?
Like the school catches on fire or if there’s
an actual shooting. If you live, (which
most likely you will) who are you going to
call? Don’t say by using the school
telephones because there are way too may
students in this school, and the phone line
is never going to end. Also, once that fire
goes out, you’re just pretty much going to
be stranded out in nowhere.
Another reason why I think no is
because a lot of the seniors are 18yrs old.
They have jobs. And they’re legally
adults. What happens if your job calls you
in school and you have to answer it
because it’s very important? Jobs can’t
follow the school schedule. They have to
follow their own schedule. Plus, some of
the teachers don’t even let you step out
whenever work is calling you. I bet if a
teacher had a call from another job that
they needed to answer, they would call
back right away. So, why can’t we do
that? Do they care that we have an outside
life? Heck, it doesn’t seem like they care if
we were to get fired from our jobs.
One last reason I say no is because of
family emergencies. Lets just say this.
You’re sitting in class and you get a
unexpected call/text. It’s your mom saying
that your dad died in a car accident. You
honestly have no choice but to say
something. That’s your own family right
there. I know school is important, but I
think that’s way more important than the
work you have on your desk.
Now I’m going to go into the reasons
why we shouldn’t have cell phones at
school. I think we shouldn’t have cell
phones at school because they’re very
distracting. And yes, don’t tell me you
don’t play on your phone at school
because I know you do. Heck, I even do it.
School is meant for work, not play time.
You’re here for a reason and it’s not to
screw around. You need to get a education
and be successful in life. Life isn’t all
about social media. It’s about supporting
yourself.
Another reason why you shouldn’t
have cellphones in school is because it
really annoys a lot of teachers. Just
imagine, you are talking to someone and
they’re not paying attention to you. That’s
what you’re doing to your teachers by
being on your phone. And plus, it’s really
rude and disrespectful to do that stuff
while someone’s trying to talk to you.
My last reason that you don’t need
your phone during school hours is
because it’s not necessary. You’re here
at school for an education. And like I
said in my first reason, you’re going to
get distracted. So, there’s honestly no
point in bringing it if you’re going to
play on it all day.
So, in conclusion, these are the
reasons why I think cell phones should
and shouldn’t be allowed during school
hours.
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The Bull Pen
New 10th Grade V.P.
Mr. Bynum

Corona's Corner

Pictured above: Vice Principal, Mr. Corona, shares
a laugh with junior, Cheron Collington.
By Courtney Bruno

By Devin Browne
Trans Awareness Week is an opportunity for
students, educators and community members
to increase visibility of the transgender
community and to raise awareness of the
experiences of transgender and gender
nonconforming students, who often face
hostile school environments. Additionally,
November 20 is referred to Transgender Day
of Remembrance and brings attention to the
scores of trans people who have been
murdered each year while trying to live as
their authentic selves.
GSA students created a Wall of Remembrance
on the second floor near the health rooms. The
wall will featured images of trans individuals
murdered over the course of 2018 alone. The
wall provided an opportunity for students to
learn about and discuss the struggles that
transgender people face every day.
In the City of Pittsburgh, we are a community
"stronger than hate."

By Norah Hajelsawi
I had the opportunity to speak with and welcome Mr.
Bynum to Brashear High School.
Q: What are you looking forward to with your new
position? I worked for the PPS at Central Office for a
few years, so I am aware of issues teachers and
students face. I am looking to build relationships and
see the benefits of my work. Working at Central
Office, I was responsible for 57 schools, so you really
don't see, first hand, the results of your work.
Q: What has stood out so far with you about
Brashear? I really like the diversity here, and I have
been impressed with the extra work I see many
teachers doing with our students.
Q: What is your favorite part of your job? Building
relationship with, and helping students & teachers.
Q: If you could go on vacation for a month where in
the world would you choose? Egypt
Q: If you were not in Education, what would you be
doing as a career? I would probably be a doctor. I
was originally in Med School, and was majoring in
Biology.
Q: What makes you want to come to work each
day? To see the benefits of my work with students and
teachers.
Q: Is there anything else you want your students to
know about you? I am here for you. We focus too
much on the negatives and we need to focus more on
the positives. There are so many things going on that
need to be celebrated & acknowledged, so many good
things that teachers and students are doing, that
sometimes it gets lost in the negative actions of a few,
and we get the wrong perspective of our school.

March 18, 2018
.
Pictured

Hopefully everyone can think of that one person
that brightens their day, that one person they can
look to for advice, and that one person they can
always seem to count on... Everyone needs that one
person, and if you can't think of someone, that is
unfortunate. However, that one person for many
students is Mr. Corona.
Last week, I had a chance to chat with Mr.
Corona.
Q:Why did you decide to work with kids?
A:It has always been an interest since I was in
college.
Q: What do you love about Brashear?
A: It’s very diverse, an overall great place, and it
always has lots of good things going on.
Q: What do you wish you could change about
Brashear?
A: I wish it was a smaller school.
Q: What is one rule you would made?
A: I would get one Friday off a month for everyone.
Q: Did you always want to work in a school?
A: No, I originally wanted to be a police officer.
Q: What was your favorite part of college?
A: There were no bells in college to hear all day. It
was also good to be independent.
Q: Do you have any advice for the students of this
school?
A: Always work hard and do your very best. I know you
all can.

Lunch Time Advice

below, counselor Mr. Slayton, sharing
some wisdom with juniors, (left to right) Chris
Pastorius, Corey Buck and Josh Wolkiewicz.

Time To Celebrate
Pictured at left, Christmas
trees are on display in the
cafeteria, and are adorned by
student-designed ornaments to
share what college/post-secondary
institutions they have been
accepted by, looking ahead to the
summer/fall of 2019!
Come check it out! Congrats
to all of our aspiring seniors, and
the CLASS OF 2019!!!
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By Jada Smith

The Shortest Day of The Year

By Hayley Andraca
Aries- Feel free to delve into your fantasy world
and let your emotions carry you to another realm.
Today is one of those days when you might come
up with a new invention that could become the
next must-have item for every kitchen in the
country.
Taurus- You will put all your energy into
keeping alive a certain secret relationship. If you
have been having problems in finding the time
and space to get together, then it seems that your
wish for the moment, at least, will be granted.
Gemini-A large weight should lift from your
shoulders today. The air has started to clear and
the winds of communication have started
blowing again.
Cancer- People may be abrasive today, Cancer,
but you will find after careful assessment that
they don't mean any harm.
Leo- Don't criticize the situation until you've
come up with a better solution, Leo. Be creative.
You can accomplish much if you approach the
situation confidently. Relax and let your intuition
guide you.
Virgo- You will find that things are less stable
than they have been for the past few days. Don't
get discouraged by pessimistic people. Offer your
own creative solutions.
Libra- It seems everyone wants a piece of you.
You may have reached the point where you have
nothing left to give.
Scorpio- You're the one everyone asks for help.
You spend so much time on other people's
problems that you have little energy left for you.
This situation ultimately helps no one.
Sagittarius- Today's planetary positions urge
you to assert yourself but take care not to take
this encouragement too far. You have a tendency
to go a bit overboard when making a point.
Capricorn-Today's planetary positions will
influence both your creativity and productivity.
Aquarius-This is a wonderful combination and
part of what makes you a superstar.
Pisces-The planets are practically pulling the
covers off you and pushing you out of bed.
There's work to be done! And more importantly,
there are people you need to see right now. Put a
bookmark in the book.

When I chew gum, it keeps me pretty
focused. When i'm reading a book,
studying, or even playing a game, having
something to chew on like gum, keeps the
brain concentrated. I remember last year I
always had to have gum during school,
not to just keep my breath smelling good,
but to pay attention to the work that's in
front of me and understand it. I'm really
good in school and keeping my grades up
but sometimes, you just need that piece
of gum to keep you focused. A fun fact,
chewing gum can improve concentration
in visual memory task. Another fun fact is
that chewing gum can also wake your
brain up. So when you have a big test
coming up that you really don't want to
study for, pop in a piece of gum. Or, if you
are just a person that can't focus, chew
some gum, just don’t leave it stuck under
your seat for someone else to put their
finger in. So, chew some gum and I bet
you will be more engaged to the work
thats infront of you and your breath will
smell good too!

Pictured below, The cast of our fall school play, Almost Maine

The Winter Solstice arrives on Friday,
December 21, at 5:23 pm EST. This will be the
"shortest day of the year," meaning, the least
amount of daylight than any other day.
The word solstice comes from Latin sol “sun”
and sistere “to stand still.” In the Northern
Hemisphere, as summer advances to winter, the
points on the horizon where the Sun rises and sets
advance southward each day; the high point in the
Sun’s daily path across the sky, which occurs at
local noon, also moves southward each day.
At the winter solstice, the Sun’s path has
reached its southernmost position. The next day,
the path will advance northward. However, a few
days before and after the winter solstice, the
change is so slight that the Sun’s path seems to
stay the same, or stand still. The Sun is directly
overhead at “high-noon” on Winter Solstice at the
latitude called the Tropic of Capricorn.
So, even though most people think that
winter has already started, it is still autumn... To
be honest with you, I can't wait... I wish for a very
snowy winter season to come!

Are You in The Holiday Spirit?
By Pamela Tomassi
At this time of year, there is a lot a of rushing
around, buying gifts, putting up Christmas
decorations, spending time with friends and loved
ones, and spreading holiday joy, or at the very
least, winter break joy...
There are many
traditions and customs that people enjoy, like
decorating a mantle or tree, caroling, volunteering
time with the less fortunate, dinner gatherings
with family/friends, exchanging gifts.....etc... The
list can go on and on...One of those traditions is
watching holiday TV shows and movies. Below
is the list for Top 10 Christmas Movies of 2018:
1. It’s a Wonderful Life
2. Elf
3. A Christmas Story
4. Home Alone
5. A Christmas Carol
6. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
7. The Polar Express
8. The Santa Clause
9. Miracle on 34th Street
10. A Charlie Brown Christmas
What are some traditions that you have been a
part of? What are some of your top holiday TV
shows or movies? What makes the holiday
season, or winter break, a special time for you?
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Top 3 Albums of The Year

By Jada Smith
Music is such a big part of our society
today. I wanted to spread the word about the
Top 3 Albums of the Year, and see if you
agree…
Starting at #3, there's J Cole with “KOD”.
The album was released April 20, 2018. This
album basically dealt with topics of drug abuse,
addictions, and how these topics effected his
own life. J Cole's perspective on this album is to
give insight into his life and give the listeners,
especially young listeners, guidance on life. He
also keeps it real with the newest rappers who
are most recently out in the game, for example
“Lil Pump”. He raps,”Congrats’ cause you made
it out your mama's house/I hope you make
enough to buy your mom a house”. KOD allows
J’Cole to have a life-and-death voice for the
generation. He talks about the realities of life in
the streets.
The #2 album of 2018, goes to Cardi b.
Cardi, released “Invasion of Privacy”, April 5.
This album came after Cardi’s hit single “Bodak
Yellow”, which reached #1 on the billboard hot
100. This album was Cardis first full length
album, and it's pretty good. She exposes how she
feels about men, particularly, and also exposes
the truth on other matters that affect young
women. After her hit singles and then making a
fantastic album, Cardi b definitely made herself
big this year.
Now, finally the #1 banging, lit, most
amazing album of 2018, is ASTROWORLD, by
Travis Scott. The first song on the album
“Stargazing”, sets a mood for the album, giving
us the opening of Travis’ vision and leads the
listener into the album. Travis Scott has a #1
song called “Sicko Mode”, which is really sick.
This song has a feature with Drake and Swae
Lee. The beat changes from the beginning till the
end. I never get tired of listening to “sicko
mode”. In the car or on my phone, you will
definitely catch me listening to or reciting the
words to the song I even went to his concert
November 25, and it was so lit. There were roller
coasters and three special guest performances, by
Gunna, Trippie Redd, and Sheck Wes. The
concert really gave the listeners and fans a real
life look at what the album is truly about.
ASTROWORLD is the place you want to go.

(Toys for Tots, continued from
pg 1) Sean Barnes, who
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School Security at It's BEST

attends Carrick H.S.
shared, "It was for a
good cause, a good
reason. I felt lucky to
be a part of it."
Mr. Lipovsky, was
quick to deflect credit
from himself, stating,
"It was all about them,
not me. They all had
to step up and apply
their learned skills.
They are a great bunch
of kids, and they truly
shined."
Isn't that the
truth... What a great
activity, for a great
cause, by a great
bunch of kids...
Pictured above, left to right: Mr. Aaron Guillard, Mrs. Nikkia (Laney)
Ingram, Mrs. Sharon Parks, and Mr. John Wade
Congratulations! The security team at
Pittsburgh Brashear was awarded the 2018
Big Brothers Big Sisters Community Partner
of the Year! The team's efforts will be
recognized at the 9th Annual BBBS Celebrate
Coalitions Awards event. The team was
honored Dec 19th at the PPS Board Meeting,
and will be recognized & honored at
Pittsburgh City Council and Allegheny County
Council for their service to BBBS.
What seems to set them apart, is that
the security staff at our school go above &
beyond their job descriptions. They have
tirelessly worked to build relationships with
the
students,
establishing
a
safe,
encouraging, and secure environment, in the
attempt to promote a positive school cuture.
Some our students have shared their
thoughts about our school security staff, and
how they impact them on a daily basis.

"Security keeps us on the right track and they
tell us to go to class."
-Anthony Thurmond
"They help you.... basically with everything.
When you have trouble in your classes, help
like that. They will act as a go-between with
students and teachers to help work things out."
-Habiba Haji
They talk to you. They are good listeners.
They make me feel like they care about me &
my friends."
-Kaniesha Jackson
They take the time out of their day. They help
me be a better person. Laney helps me be
stronger. She gives me a big hug when I see
her. She is always checking in on us to make
sure we are o.k."
-Haylie Koch

"The security guards treat us like family and
I'll really miss them when I graduate."
-Courtney Bruno

Field Trip - Nationality Rooms at PITT
By Emily Riley
We took our annual trip to the Nationality
Rooms at the Cathedral of Learning. We had a
great trip with a great group of kids.
The Nationality Rooms are located on the
first and third floors of the University of
Pittsburgh's Cathedral of Learning. The rooms
were designed to represent the culture of
various ethnic groups that settled in Allegheny
County and are supported by these cultural
groups and governments. Tours are conducted
year round. The public is invited to experience
their ethnic identity and ancestral roots. The
rooms are also in use as University classrooms.
Our students were able to visit the distinct
rooms that represent the foreign nationalities of
over 2 dozen countries, reinforcing &
enriching the curriculum being taught by our
Foreign Language Department at Brashear.

Dec 2018
New Teacher-Mr. Muro

By Nora Hajelsawi

Q: What was your career before
becoming a teacher? I was a bicycle
shop owner for 5 years, and a
journeyman machinist for 26 years.
This is my 5th year as a teacher.
Q: Why did you make a career
change? I enjoy my job, and love
working with kids.
Q: What do you enjoy most about
teaching at Brashear? I like the
diversity, and I am addicted to the
mayhem.
Q: Dream vacation: Snowboarding in
Austria
Q: Dream career, IF you were not in
Education? I would be working on
custom motorcycles, or I would be
independently wealthy.
Q: What has been a challenge in your
life? I am 44 years old, so the past 44
years.
Q: Advice for your students: "No
matter what you do, even if you think it
doesn't matter, always remember to give
100%, because IT DOES matter."
Q: What is one thing you would like
to be remembered about you? For
having a kind soul.

The Bull Pen

Pg 6

Thankful For My Experience As
A Student-Athlete at Brashear
By Sudesh Tiwari
As a captain of the 2018 boys soccer team, I
couldn’t be happier with the performance we
brought out. We all showed dedication, team spirit,
and what it means to work hard in difficult
atmospheres. My four years of playing soccer at
Brashear High School taught me how to be a good
leader on and off the pitch. I’ve grown stronger
every year both physically and mentally.
A lot of coaches have come and gone throughout
my 4 years, but my favorites remained the same. I
would like to give a huge shout-out to coach Wehar,
Fajardo, and Daley for always being there for me.
I’m going to take what I learned here at Brashear
and apply it everywhere possible in life. This season
was truly the best one, not only in the things I’ve
done, but also the times I’ve been able to spend
with those whom I have built bonds with, and the
lessons those around me shared, in order to develop
me as a person. Coaches have shown us how much
they cared about the team, the training sessions, our
development as members of society, and overall the
dedication.
I hope every player on the soccer team has the
same desire to reach higher and higher, taking every
possible decision to its destination. I will miss you
all, and good luck ahead.

Veteran Teacher of the
Month - Mr. Relihan
Daisy Tappe & Nora Hajelsawi
Q: Have you always worked for the
Pittsburgh Public Schools?
A: No, I worked at UPMC for 10 years as
a respiratory therapist, but then decided to
change careers.
Q: How long do you think you will stay at
Brashear, teaching for PPS?
A: Hopefully until I retire in 10 years.
Q: Were you born here in Pittsburgh?
A: Yes, I was born and raised here, so I
am very familiar with the City of
Pittsburgh & it's surroundings. This has
always been my home.
Q: Have you seen many improvements in
Brashear?
A: Yes, ever since the new tardy policy I
notice a lot less kids are in the hallways. I
have been here since 2007 and have
witnessed many improvements.
Q: If you could choose any other job, what
would it be, and why?
A: I would be a doctor because it is in my
nature to be involved with helping people.
Q: What's the one thing you like at
Brashear?
A: Seeing improvement in everyone that I
know, including students, teachers, & their
family members.
Q: What is some good advice you could
give to new kids and freshman coming to
Brashear?
A: Come in and be involved with
something at Brashear.

Dec 2018
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Boys' Hoops-Will This Be THE Year?

Pictured above, left to right: Rason Conner, Jarrell
Stevens, Jayon Blair & Cheron Collington
Basketball season is in full swing. Will this be the
year Brashear brings home a Championship? There has
been a drought on the hard court of late, as the last time
they were City League Champs was in 1995, this on the
heels of a storied history of 7 Championships in 19 years,
beginning with Brashear's inaugural season (1976-77) as
a high school, upon the merger of historic athletic
powerhouses, Fifth Ave High School & South Hills High
School. Well, time will tell...
Now in his 16th season (10 at Oliver H.S. & 6 at
Brashear) as head coach, Carey White, had this to say
about the prospects of a successful season and playing
into March... "We have 8 seniors on this team. I hope
they can provide some leadership on and off the court.
We have a difficult schedule the beginning of the year,
and I hope this prepares us for City League play. Our
team is coming together nicely. Assistant coach, Greg
McGhee, exclaimed, "I am not one to make predictions.
We control our own destiny. I don't believe in worrying
about what other teams do, we just need to focus on
doing what we have to do, that's all..." Senior team cocaptain, Rason Conner, had this to say; "A moment of
pain is worth a lifetime of success. And, we are putting
in the work."
Good luck to our team as they shoot for the stars in
their ultimate goal of bringing home a City League
Championship, and having "2019" sewn onto the
Championship Banner in the North Gym.

Brashear Wrestling
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By Lilian Hollabaugh

Support Our Swim Team

The Brashear Swim
Team
is
thriving,
though we are few in
numbers compared to
other teams, with only
7 boys and 6 girls. We
would love to see
more people join as
the season is only just
starting with many
more meets to come.
Show up to a practice
after school Monday
- Thursday with your
own physical and you
will be welcomed to
the team, as we will be
glad to have you. We
Pictured above, left to right: Standing: Sam, Tyler,
Shane, Teagan, Sydney, Katie, Kehinde, & Kenny;
have 9 more meets, 3
Kneeling: Coleman, Harrison, & Lilian
of which are at home.
Swim team is a great sport to be a part of and we all get along and
support each other like a close knit family. It is great to help you get in
shape and extremely relaxing and fun, even though it does take a lot of
hard work. We are fundraising with Sarris Candy Chocolate Bars and we
hope to sell them to anyone interested in some sweet treats.
Our coaches are great and are very dedicated to making our team
better. If you love swimming, or being in the pool and are dedicated, then
this is the sport for you. If you have any inquiries please speak to Miss
Benson, Mrs. Perfetti or Mr. Scheuering. We hope to see you sometime
soon, either in the pool or in the stands. Either way, come support our
Brashear Swim Team!

By Joe Mwete
I wanted this for a long time,
but I had to work for it. At the
Chartiers-Houston Tournament I
went 0-2 as a freshman, the
following year as a sophomore I
finished runner-up. Then, finally
my senior year I found myself at
the top of the podium.
Even though I was doubted
and given the 5th seed, I was able
to take out the 4th seed, 15-5 in a
major decision & pinned the 1st
seed in the semi-finals, and
capped it off with a 3-1 win over
the tough 2nd seed, Wes
Davenport of Conneaut Area
H.S., in the Finals to win the
title!!

Girls' Hoops

The Girls' basketball team is off to a great start, as they
defeated McGuffey this past week, 42-40, in an overtime
thriller! Head coach, Tim Dipietro, in his 6th season at the
helm, had this to say, "I am very pleased with the makeup of
our team this year. The girls are working hard and we have
grown the program in the past couple of seasons. Last year we
finished with 7 players, and this season we are up to 15. Our
team has been committed, and they have taken ownership in
wanting to do well. Our ultimate goal is to make the playoffs
in our section this year." 11th grader, Jaelin Woodall,
exclaimed, "I am proud to be on this team, and we have been
working hard to get better." 12th grader, Lyndsey Thompson,
states, "Basketball has been a lot of hard work and fun so far
this season. We will continue to work hard. My motto is, you
miss 100% of the shots you don't take."
Good luck to OUR Lady Bulls as they battle throughout
December, January & February, with their sights on hoping to
be still playing come March... Stay tuned.

