City
League
Champs!

PROM
2019
See pg 4

Graduation: Sat, June 8th
Peterson Event Center
9:00am

The Bull Pen
Issue 8

Pittsburgh Brashear High School Newspaper

CLASS OF 2019
By Courtney Bruno
Seniors have reached their last
month as a high school student!
Congrats to the class of 2019 and all
their accomplishments they made
throughout their four years at
Brashear. Good luck to each and
every student as they continue on
with their lives - either furthering
their education or jumping in the
deep end of life.
No matter what path you decide
to take, make the best of it. If you
decide to go on and further your
education, make sure you reach out
to your school to fully understand
the college experience. There are
some tips and tricks an advisor
would be able to help you with that
you may not have known
before.
Also, make sure to check out
your college website for a list of
Do’s and Don’t’s for your dorm
rooms. College can be scary, but
you can make it easier with just a
little bit of time, research, and use
of resources. The class of 2019 may
be saying goodbye to high school
but, they're finally saying hello to
life and all it has to offer. Congrats!

4X City League Champs!

Pictured above, 1st row: Bruce Armagh, Sudesh Tiwari. 2nd
row: Asror Nasridinov, Mohammed Hattab, Gary Dampil. 3rd
row: Coach Relihan, Chhewang Gurung, Sangay Gurung,
Hussein Mganga, Dostenbeck Turdikulov, Egide Ntakirutimana,
Andrew Bargstadt & Coach White

Congrats to our volleyball team as they made
history by winning their 4th straight City League
Championship! Team captain, Sudesh Tiwari, shared,
"I couldn't be happier. We faced so many obstacles as
a team, and overcame all of them. I want to thank
Coach White & Coach Relihan for helping us
improve everyday. If I have ever learned anything
from my 4 yrs of volleyball, it would be the power of
one man voice. My teammates were amazing. We are
just so proud of our accomplishments!"

Impact of The Year
By Chelsea Perello
The biggest impact always comes at the end of the
year. it's the time where seniors have their very last
moments of being kids & having fun. It's also when
seniors get to choose what they want to do with their
lives. When you’re in 9th or 10th, maybe 11th, you
think “I can't wait until i'm out of school and never
coming back here,” but when you get in 12th and are
about to walk across the stage, all the memories come
back and you don't want to leave.
Once you leave high school everything changes, you
have to learn how to handle things on your own
without grown ups always being there. Seniors also
have to say goodbye to all their friends and teachers. If
that was me, I'd be upset because I’d miss some people
very much. Kids are so used to getting things handed
to them, but once you graduate, many things will
change. You will get looked at like an adult and as a
role model for under classmates. I hope every senior
that’s graduating reaches their goals.

May 2019
GHOST

by: Nora Hajelsawi

Where are you?
Its been so long the demons are escaping
And scaring me, too, as they should to you
You disappeared like Houdini, I'm
comparing you to magic
And that's because you're so mythical
Who even are you? I thought I knew you,
too
I hate that you call me these names of
importance
How are you? no, seriously I don't even
care
You've left me in the streets like a stray
dog looking for something to eat
You've left me for someone else to take me
away from you
How easily are you distracted? I mean, can
you see me too?
Or is the camera not facing me? Perhaps,
it's only what you desire?
Wishing it to be there
You're a ghost - I bet you've left many
people
Find your escape somewhere else because I
guess I'm not it
Or else you would be talking to me and it
wouldn't be such a hassle
To exploit what you've been doing and how
you got there
Bye bye, then, it's been fun
For me to entertain you and be someone
else, too

Work hard. Get Smart.
Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!
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Congratulations to Our MAY Students of the Month!

12
th

11
th

Aisha Saleh

Mustafa Alowemer

1. Fav thing about school?
English class
2. Fav teacher: Mrs. Meade
3. Fav subject: Sociology
4. Future plans: Graduate, go to
college, get married, travel and
have kids
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Watching
movies
6. One person I look up to, and
why: My sister because she's
inspirational
7. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Pay attention in
class

1. Fav thing about school: The
support that teachers give to
students.
2. Favorite teachers: Mrs. Meade
and Ms. Daley
3. Favorite subject: U.S History
4. Future plans: Having a good job
and living a happy life
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Having fun
with best friends
6. Activities: Soccer
7. Who is one person you look up to,
and why? My mom, she's the only
reason I'm here at school.
8. Advice for fellow classmates:
Always be positive and respectful

1. Fav subject: English
2. Favorite
teacher:
Ms.
Germansky
3. Your future plans: To become a
secondary English teacher
4. Fav book: The Lorax
5. One person you look up to and
why: My mom because she's
awesome
6. Advice
for
your
fellow
classmates: Come to school
everyday

10
th

David Ademoye
1. Favorite thing about school?
Learning & participating in sports
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Baker
3. Fav subject: Algebra
4. Future plans: Becoming an airline
pilot/commerical pilot & also have a
doctorate degree
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Watching
movies, eating, and playing video
games.
6. Activities: Soccer & track
7. Fav artist: Drake & Cardi-B
8. Who you look up to: My parents &
Albert Einstein because they
encourage & motivate me to never
give up on my dreams.
9. Advice for your classmates: Be
responsible, work hard, never give
up, fight for your place, and never
listen to negative perspectives from
people.

Sagel Sison

Elysia Ruff

1.Fav thing about school: Learning
things I used to find difficult.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Germansky
3. Fav Subject: Math
4. Future plans: Go to CCAC
5.. Hobbies/Pastimes:Chess, rock
climbing, listening to music
6. Fav song: Build a God Then We'll
Talk
Fav book: Shiver series
7. One person I look up to, and why?
Mr. Weiblinger, he tells us upfront
what we did wrong and how to
improve on our grades.
8. Advice for your classmates: Take
advantage of your education because
time will go by fast.

9th

Yulduzknon Turdikolova
1. Fav thing about school:
Afterschool activities & sports
2. Fav teacher: Mr.Baker
3. Fav subject: English
4. Future plans: Get accepted to
Penn State University or RMU &
have a 4.0 GPA
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: My favorite
pastime is going back to my
country. For my hobbies, I like to
write short stories & quotes
6. Fav movies: Turkish movies
7. One person I look up to and
why: My aunt because when she
goes through bad days she's still
strong all the time.
8. Advice for fellow classmates:
Do not give up on education when
it gets challenging or you will get
lost!

Thet Paing
1. Fav thing about school: Teachers
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Mallow
3. Future plans: To be a pilot
4. Extracurriculars: Baseball,
photography & video games.
5.Fav movie: Harry Potter is my
favorite movie
6. Fav Artist: Sia is my favorite artist
7.Fav Subject: Math

Tasia Smith
1. Fav teacher: Mr. Mallow & Mr.
Lukas
2. Fav subject: English
3. Future plans: Become a history
teacher
4. Extracurriculars: Bird watching
with my close friend
5 . Hobbies/Pastimes: Listen to
music and chill
6. Fav book: The Fault in Our Stars
7. Fav movie: Hunger Games
8. One person I look up to and why:
My mom because she is very hard
working and never gives up.
9. One thing you want people to
know: I'm very supportive and I try
my best at everything I do
10. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Work hard, don't give un
on anything & you can do anything
you put your mind to.

May 2019
Money Savings
By Daja Wilson
I feel like when teenagers hit a certain
age like 16-17 yrs old, their parents
should start making them work just a
little bit, so they can still focus on school,
and help set them up their own bank
account so that they can start saving up
their own money and not be spoiled all
their life until they're 18. Because when
you are 18 you are a pre-adult, which
means you start having to handle a lot of
things on your own, such as paying your
own phone bill, buying personal needs,
hair products, etc, things your parent will
get tired of buying once you're older.
I feel like around that age parents
should start making kids be a little more
independent to prepare them for the real
world so they know everything isn’t
always handed to them, and they need to
work hard for the things they want and/or
need.
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Teen Pregnancy: Is it worth the
time? By: Emily Urbano

In my honest opinion, it’s definitely not
worth the time. I have many reasons to back this
up. First off, you’re too young to be doing
“adult-like” things. Like, I mean you’re still in
school. If you dropped out in high school
because you’re having a baby, expect to be
behind because if you don’t finish whatever year
you’re on, you’re going to be with a whole other
class that you don’t even know. Or if that
doesn’t happen, you’re going to get stuck in
some major tutoring time and you’re going to
have to stay after school. I bet you don’t want to
do that do you? Second off, where’s all that
money for you to support that child at? Huh?
Are you going to get if off mommy or daddy? I
don’t think so. It’s bad enough that they are
already supporting you and your siblings (If you
have any). They’re not going to support that
child of yours. Plus they have other adult things
to do like pay the bills, do household chores and
lots of other things that most of you guys can’t
do yet. No offense but you really think they
wanna take care of that child of yours while
you’re back at it at school? YOUR
responsibility!
If you’re saying in your head that the job
you’re working for is going to cover a child,
think again. You can only work in certain places
because you’re underaged and most places offer
minimum wage which is only like $7.50 an hour.
In a year you’re only making around $4000
without the tax taken out. What is that going to
get you, a few boxes of diapers and a diaper bag
for the poor baby? What about formula, clothes,
doctor appts, toys, etc?
Also, another reason I have is
because who’s the person who got
Pittsburgh Brashear High School
you pregnant? There’s a statistic out
590 Crane Ave.
there that 90% of teenage parents
Pgh., PA. 15216
Phone: 412-529-7300
don’t stay together by the time that
Fax: 412-529-7305
they are full on adults. Who’s going
to throw away them dirty diapers
For Activity INFO:
now while you’re cooking dinner?
Twitter @BrashearHS
Facebook: BrashearHighSchool
You girls are going to have so much
Website: pittsburghbrashear.com
responsibility it’s not even funny.
Plus there is many health problems
Principal: Kimberly Safran
that teenagers could possibly face.
Assistant Principals:
Marco Corona - 12th
For example, depression is a major
Steve Travanti - 11th
one. You may be happy about that
Keiterez Bynum - 10th
baby being born, but did you think
Alexa Tokarski -Jones - 9th
about not getting enough sleep like
Activities Director:
you’re supposed to? Whenever the
Kelley Gavlik (412-529-7314)
baby sleeps, that’s when you have to
Athletic Directors:
sleep. You pretty much have to
Tim DiPietro (Fall & Spring) 412-529-7313
Terry Benson (Winter) 412-529-2552
follow the baby’s schedule, not
yours. And another major one,
anxiety.
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
I know all you teens out there
by
now
and when you get sick of
Hayley Andraca
Mondayja Smith
something,
you’re over it. Let’s
Courtney Bruno
Joe Macioszek
think again. Are you going to do the
Chelsea Perello
Destanie Dillard
same for the poor child? Now all in
Jada Smith
Pamela Tomassi
all, this is my opinion and don’t
Joe Mwete
Emily Urbano come at me because you guys
Xavier Kraner
Daja Wilson
decided to do the wrong thing.
Anthony Thurmond
Nora Hajelsawi
Asani Porch
Advisor: Mr. Geller

BEWARE OF SENIORITIS
By Daiyjah Titus
With no more than two weeks left, the
Class of 2019 will be going into their
freshman year of life and the Class of 2020
will be becoming seniors. Since I am a senior
myself, I wanted to make the Class of 2020
very aware of SENIORITIS. Senioritis is the
decrease in motivation towards studies,
displayed by students who are seniors.
Senioritis can creep up on you at any
moment during your senior year and it’s not
something you want to get sucked into. Just
because you’ll be graduating soon doesn’t
mean you can just stop trying. Senioritis can
make it hard to transition from high school to
college. Some people don’t take it seriously,
but it is real. I’m speaking from experience.
Though senior year is a time for highschoolers to cherish and celebrate, senioritis
can effect them both in the short term and the
years ahead.
Recognizing the symptoms and taking steps
to avoid the "disease" can help mitigate the
consequences to succeed in your senior year
and beyond.
Symptoms Include:
Laziness
Over excessive wearing of sweatsuits
Lack of studying
Excessive absences
Dismissive attitude
Prevention Includes:
Remember that grades always matter
Think of yourself already in your first year of
college
Get rid of bad habits before they start
Keep yourself interested
Set reminders for deadlines
Set goals for yourself
Getting Over it:
Remind yourself the end is near
Talk to counselors, friends & parents
Ask someone to help you stay on track of what
you need to get done
Eat healthier to increase energy and
performance levels
Some people take the condition as a joke but
it’s real don’t fall victim and come out strong.
You only get one senior year don’t mess it up .
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The Signs Are Best At
Poem By Daiyjah Titus

By Hayley Andraca-Nava
Aries- You like situations that make you feel alive.
Today your love life may give you just that kind of
adventurous feeling. If that's the case, don't get so far
into your emotions that it becomes too much for you.
Taurus- You tend to do a lot of self-sacrificing.
Today you may learn how to say no when you feel
your partner has gone beyond the limits of what you
can give.
Gemini- Today you may be tempted to be a little less
charming and seductive with the people around you.
Some may even say you aren't acting like your usual
self.
Cancer- The things that are important to you today
are much deeper concepts of humanity and
compassion.
Leo- Today you will reap the rewards for your hard
work over the last month, in every aspect of your life.
The fire that burns inside you and gives you your
incredible determination has its limits. Don't misuse
it.
Virgo- Today you may once again find yourself at a
distance from your feelings, as if you were regaining
control over your emotions. Be careful about being
too cynical about things.
Libra- You may have to deal with certain people
whose personal plans are jeopardized by events
beyond their control. Don't judge them. Don't
immediately defend one viewpoint without thinking
how the situation affects the other person's life.
Scorpio- You will see the whole palette of human
emotion in other people, from joy to disappointment.
Where do you fit in?
Sagittarius- What your partner wants and what you
want may not coincide. It could be time to think
about re-energizing your relationship. How about
planning a weekend away for just the
Capricorn- The way you feel physically is a good
indicator of your mental state. Try to go a little easier
on yourself and you will see immediate benefits.
Aquarius- You may have a secret inside that's
screaming to get out. If someone confides in you
today, do you think you could confide in him or her,
too? You should get an answer to that question today.
Pisces- You may have had a hard day and just feel
like some quiet time together. You aren't up to the
demands your partner may make on you. You don't
need to worry about it. It happens to everyone from
time to time.

Aries are the best to wander outside with
Taurus are the best to stay up all night and
talk with
Gemini’s are the best to vent with
Cancer’s are the best to let your feelings out
with
Leo’s are best to go out and have fun with
Vigros are the best to be yourself with
Libra’s are the best to have deep
conversations with
Scorpios are the best to get creative with
Sagittarius’ are the best to go on an
adventure with
Capricorn’s are the best to shop
Aquarius’ are the best to laugh with
Pisces are the best to open your heart up
with

Recycling 101
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What is Your Special Talent?
By Jada Smith
We all have talents, of one kind or another.
Sometimes they are hidden, sometimes they
are apparent, embraced & put to use. Image
the waste, as sometimes they may even go
undiscovered or cultivated.

Araina Smith is someone with talent.
Where did it originate? Araina Smith is all
about her art, and her art was in the art show
earlier this month at Brashear High School. I
asked her some questions and learned a lot
about her and how she developed this
wonderful skill. She started drawing at the age
of 6. Her first art piece was of a cat. She was
never inspired by anyone to draw. Drawing
was just in her blood since her parents know
how to draw very well. She just picks up a
pencil and start drawing and she draws a lot of
portraits. Some of her pieces takes minutes or
sometime hours, all depending on what she’s
drawing. She enjoys listening to Bryson Tiller
and Partynextdoor while she draws. Ariana is
very passionate about her art.
What is you special talent? What is
something you enjoy doing and are good at? I
believe we all have a special talent, it is our
job to discover it and put it to good use. What
is yours?

Pictured above, left to right: 9th graders Diangelo
Paez & Charlotte Liu, making their weekly
recycling rounds.

Under the leadership of science teacher,
Mr. Cupps, again this year, our school
participated in a recycling program that
definitely spared tons of waste from our
landfills! On average, it takes one tree to
make 10,000-20,000 sheets of paper!

Take Your Father to School Day
Friday, May 17th was a busy
day as school librarian, Mr.
Heywood, cooked, and CTE
teacher,
Mr.
Lipovsky,
organized and offered free car
washes to attendees of "Take
Your Father to School Day!"
It was a great day of
fellowship and celebration of
our school community!
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Fake Friends: How To Spot
If They’re Fake Or Not...
By: Emily Urbano
In all parts of your life, you’re
unfortunately going to find a lot of
people who are not going to be real to
you. So today, I’m going to show you
how you can spot if your “friends” are
fake, so you can boot them out. The
first tip is whenever they text/talk to
you whenever they need something
from you. Say, for example if they
want you to help take care of their pet
for a weekend while they’re on
vacation. Then you ask them for
something that you need help with
today and then a few days later
whenever it was supposed to be done
a while ago, they finally respond and
make up an excuse saying, “I couldn’t
because…” They’ll make up a stupid
excuse like all fake people do. So,
that’s only the first sign.
The second sign, this one’s really
important, is whenever they use you
to copy your classwork since they
know it’s going to be right because
you’re smart. Some ways you can tell
if your “friends” are doing this by if
they are sitting next to you and if they
look at your paper and look away
secretly. They’ll most likely do this
whenever you’re not paying attention
to them and you’re getting distracted
by something else. It’s sad, but very
true.
The last sign that I’m going to talk
to you about is whenever they use
you to talk about sad stuff to hope
that you’ll be able to make them feel
better. So, if you have a friend that
will only talk to you about the littlest
sad stuff, for example being, “I cut my
finger,” or, “This girl pushed me on
accident, but I still want to punch her
even though she said sorry.”; that’s an
example if they come to you with
stories like that everyday.
So this is how you’re able to spot all
the fake friends you have in your
friend group and i hope this helps
anyone in need.
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America's Best Places to Live in
2019 (Source: LiveSmarter)
1. Boise, Idaho
2. Raleigh, North Carolina
3. Madison, Wisconsi.
4. Iowa City, Iowa
5. Rochester, Minnesota
6. Columbia, Missouri
7. Sioux Falls, South Dakota
8. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
9. Lincoln, Nebraska
10. Greenville, South Carolina
Where do you want to live? What do
you want out of life? The City of Pittsburgh
has a lot of history as being rated as one of
the "most livable cities in America."
But what makes a city livable?

The data is in, and Boise, Idaho is
America's most livable city for 2019. At
least according to Livability, a website that
specializes in highlighting the appeal of
small- to mid-sized cities in the U.S.
Of course, any ranking of the “most
livable cities” in America is subject to
debate, because the very concept of
“livable” is highly subjective. That said,
certain indicators of the quality of life in any
given city can be measured. Livability
calculated its results by assigning a
“LivScore” to cities based on more than 40
criteria across eight categories. These
include amenities, demographics, education,
economy, health care, housing, social and
civic capital, and transportation and
infrastructure. (Boise has previously been
named among the safest cities in the U.S.)
What do you think? What makes our
city so "livable?" If you had the power to
do so, what are some things you would
change?
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Say goodbye to the Class of
2019! By: Emily Urbano

In the past 4 years of our high school lives as
students, we have been through a lot. College
applications, SAT tests, and a lot more stuff.
But now, here we are. Grown, mostly matured
and free. But what I have to say as a senior
here is that I thought my 4 years here were
good. Especially my 10th grade year which
was the best. I met a special certain someone
in that grade, I have many amazing friends I
met and it was just a good time in general.
The hardest part of these 4 years is this year.
And many seniors agree with me. I thought
this year was the hardest because senior year
is the time where you're not supposed to
screw up at all and do your best so you can be
able to head off to college without worrying
about your grades from your senior year.
Also, another challenge for me this year was
calculus. I honestly thought it was going to be
the worst but, once you get into the swing of
things, it’s not as bad as you think. Plus, I
want to give a huge shout out to some
teachers who i’ve got to meet and for how
great they are. The first one goes out to
Ms.Wenneker because she’s always nice and
she is a very kind teacher and she teaches me
and others very well. I was so happy to have
her for all my 4 years that I have been in high
school for. And my last shoutout goes to
Ms.Yon. (Or as everyone else calls her Ms.
Kelley.) She’s a very helpful teacher and
she’s super nice to everyone no matter if she
knows a student or not. I’ve only had her my
freshman and senior year but she’s very
outstanding and both of these teachers are like
mother figures to me. So, that’s all I have to
say and goodluck to the students who are
coming here and I especially wish the best to
the new freshman that are replacing me and
all the other seniors.

International Teachers Leaving Their Mark
Enriching the educational experiences of Brashear students, almost two dozen international
teachers spent this past spring co-teaching in various classrooms throughout our school.
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MARS:
THE
FINAL
FRONTIER By Joe Macioszek
It’s been three months since liftoff and
I still couldn’t get over the pre-launch
jitters all over my body! After years of
training my dream finally came true. I was
one of four scientists on an expedition to
study Martian terrain for the first time in
well…the history of the world I guess.
There are only twenty minutes left until
first human contact with the red planet and
I can’t wait!
After we landed we did basic routine
checkups of the ship, fuel, oxygen, etc.
Everything appeared normal so we got on
our suites and prepared ourselves for what
lie ahead.
I was so excited I could hardly contain
my composure. It was like going to
Disneyland for the first time as child and
even though my colleagues had a more
professional vibe to them I could tell they
felt the same. I tried to think of an
inspirational quote when we were getting
off but Richard had already beat me to the
punch.
After we all exited the shuttle we scoped
out a bit. We didn’t bother with the terrine
after years of rover exploration but…
something didn’t feel right. I looked around
and took in my surroundings and it hit me
like a brick. This wasn’t the landing zone. I
addressed my concern over the intercom to
the others and an immediate feeling of
dread washed over us. We all rushed back
to the shuttle as fast as possible. After an
extensive decontamination process we
rushed out of our suites and tried to gain
communication with Houston. Houston do
you copy!? Houston do you copy over?
Silence fell over the other end. I quickly
checked the connection from the com to the
shuttle…it…it had been cut. “But how!?”
cried Susan, the youngest of the group.
“We all left the ship at the same time what
could of have happened?” “I don’t know” I
snapped back. We were all on edge.
Nobody knew what to do but one thing was
for sure…
we’re not alone up here.

Top 10 Songs Of May 2019
By Pamela Tomassi
1. Old Town Road by Lil Nas X Featuring
Billy Ray Cyrus
2. ME! by Taylor Swift Featuring Brendon
Urie
3. Wow. by Post Malone
4. Sucker by Jonas Brothers
5. Sunflower by Post Malone & Swae Lee
6. 7 Rings by Ariana Grande
7. Without Me by Halsey
8. Dancing With A Stranger by Sam Smith
& Normani
9. Bad Guy by Billie Eilish
10. Talk by Khalid
https://www.billboard.com/charts/hot-100
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Celebrating Mother's Day
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Veteran Teacher of the Month
Mr. Wenneker

Surely anyone can argue that even though
we have many common experiences growing
up and being raised, we all have different
experiences growing up. So, no matter how
good or how bad, without our mothers, we
would not be here today...
The concept for a Mother's Day in the U.S.
dates back to 1907 and Anna Jarvis (from
WV) who later became a teacher in Phila, PA.
She was never married and was very attached
to her mother. At her request, the first
Mother's Day service was held in 1908, and
then in 1914, President Wilson made the
second Sunday in May Mother's Day.
Mother's Day has grown into a national
holiday to express love and reverence for all
mothers in America.

By Hayley Andraca & Chelsea Perello

The earliest tributes to the modern-day
Mother's Day were the ancient Greek &
Roman festivals devoted to mother
goddesses. Much later, the English held a
religious Mothering Sunday, also known as
Mid-Lent Sunday, to honor Mary, mother of
Christ. Then, in 1600's Britain, young men or
women who were apprentices or servants
returned home on Mothering Sunday, bringing
their moms small gifts, including a "mothering
cake!" (Source: PPG, May 14, 2000.)
Mother's Day is celebrated in many places
throughout the world. For example, in Nepal,
the Nepalese, who have always been very
family oriented, celebrate a festival at the end
of April-early May, known as "Mata Tritha
Puja," which in English means "Mother's
Day." It serves as a day to show appreciation
and gratitude to mothers for their
unconditional love and undying support.
So, no matter how good or bad, let's all
take the time to show thanks, to those special
figues in our lives, whether it be our mothers,
or people who have served as motherly
figures, like aunts, grandmothers, or older
sisters...

1. What would you be teaching if you
weren’t teaching Italian? I would teach
social studies because I like history.
2. What college did you go to? I graduated
from Georgetown University.
3. What was your biggest influencer as a
child? When I was a child my greatest
influence was the dancer/choreography
June Lewis.
4. What languages do you speak? I speak
French, Italian and English.
5. Highlight of your teaching year? The
highlights of my career are whenever a
former student gets in touch with me.
6. What do you look forward to each day
when you come to work? When I come to
work I look forward to classes that are
engaged and enthusiastic. I gain energy
from my students.
7. How would you like to be remembered?
I’d like to be remembered as a teacher
who believed in her students and
challenged them to do their best.
“That which is good to know is difficult
to learn.”

May 2019
Unified Track Championships!
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Volleyball 4-Peat!
By Joe Macroszek
It was a dream come true for the players of
the first Volleyball City League Championship
at Brashear! It took a while for us to make it
there. Coach White & Coach Relihan lead the
way, and must have been pretty proud to have
been the first coaches in Brashear's volleyball
history to make a dream possible.
It wasn't until 2016 that we won our first gold
medals, but image the excitement of the seniors
on the team that were around for all four
championships!
Nobody knows what the future holds for the
coaches & players on the team (many will
graduate), but they have left their mark in the
history books of PPS Athletics!

Tennis Team Post-Season

Softball Senior Rec

By Pamela Tomassi
I'm
really
going to miss playing for
Congratulations to senior Maurice Dumas
Brashear
and
playing with this group of
and sophomore Joey Forster for earning
girls.
I've
had
some rough times while
gold at the City League Doubles
playing
but
those
don't compare to all the
Championship. They represented PPS at the
good
times.
We
may
not have been the best
PIAA doubles tournament in Hershey on
team
out
there
and
we
may not have won
May 24th.
many
games
but
I
don't
regret playing
Shout outs: Andres Rojas (this season’s
for/with
this
team.
I
hope
all
the girls have
Most Valuable Player) and Roland Snyder
better
seasons
and
win
some
more games
(this season’s Most Improved Player) for
along
the
way.
I
will
miss
you
all.
earning a hard fought bronze at yesterday’s
doubles tournament.
Michael Varlotta (Mrs. Varlotta’s very own) Pictured below, Left to Right: Brittney Smith and
Pamela Tomassi
for earning a respectable silver in the city
singles tournament.

Baseball -At Seasons End
"The season didn’t go as well as we
wanted it to, 'cause I'm sure as every team
does, we set out to make it to, and win, a
championship each year," exclaimed 11th
year coach, Brian Matts. "That is the ultimate
goal... but there was a lot of promise from the
younger group for the next couple of years.
Michael Bachman (sophomore) leads the
team in hitting with a .440 avg. our section
had 4 of the top 10 teams in the state, but
towards the end of the season, we competed
much better with all of them.
I’m in my 11th season here, and the
culture is finally beginning to change. And it
started with this group of seniors this year,
and the young group of freshman that entered

the program. As you know, culture is critical.
The team is going to be very young and
talented, and the only ingredient missing right
now is, learning how to win, and doing it
consistently. I feel we are going to do that next
year as we enter the City League again. I’m
looking for huge improvements and culture
changes for the future.
Changing that culture has always been the
challenge because of the hodgepodge of kids
from various communities around the city.
Creating a family atmosphere has been the
most difficult, but it will be done. It has to be
done. Once you have the confidence that you
can compete and win, the rest will fall into
place. The coaching staff is full of baseball
guys that are very passionate about these kids.
I am very excited moving forward."

Quote from Brittney Smith (one of the seniors on the
team): “Play every softball game like it is your last!”
Below, Left to Right: Mother of Lyndzey Thompson,
Lyndzey Thompson, Parents of Pamela Tomassi,
Pamela Tomassi, Boyfriend of Brittney Smith,
Brittney Smith, and Father of Brittney Smith

