MLK, Jr. Day
Celebration

Will This Be
The Year?

See page 3.

Hoops Season is in
Full Swing - See pg 8

Right Around
the Corner...

The Bull Pen
Issue 4

Pittsburgh Brashear High School Newspaper

Pounding The Hardcourt

Jan 2019

The Year for Everyone: 2019

Will This Be THE Year...

By: Nora Hajelsawi

Martin Luther King, Jr Day
By Jada Smith
Monday, January 21, is Martin Luther King
Day this year. This day is important to us and
history because we take the time out to
recognize the remembrance of a Civil Rights
hero. This day is to honor the
accomplishments we have made in America
concerning Civil Rights. However, this
holiday had to be fought for and should not
be taken for granted. King was the first
modern private citizen to be honored with a
federal holiday. MLK definitely deserves
this day. King changed history with the Civil
Rights Movement, which helped to
desegregate American society.
Schools,
banks and other federal buildings are closed
on MLK Day in King’s honor. This year in
Pittsburgh, we celebrate MLK Day by
having a Let Freedom Sing 12th annual
concert celebration. Also, the Pittsburgh
Alphas, an African American fraternal
organization, are having a unity brunch, to
celebrate the life and legacy of Martin Luther
King Jr. Even though we get this day off, we
honestly don't think about why. We know it
is MLK Day, but we never think about the
importance this day has.

Picture above, the Bulls celebrate their 73-54
victory against the Perry Commodores in a home
game Tuesday, January 22, 2019.
By: Courtney Bruno
Cheerleaders come united to the boy's
basketball games, cheering them on for every
game, win or lose. The cheer team gives the true
definition of being a Bull: Respect, team work,
and spirit! The girls work hard to get all of their
routines effortlessly perfect.
Cheering is a great sport. It helps keep you in
shape, keeps you healthy, gives you
opportunities to develop friendships with your
classmates, gives you a front row seat at every
game...
Interested? Keep your eyes peeled for try-out
flyers! Dates will be released soon. Make the
departing seniors proud!

Work hard. Get Smart.
Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!

Names Left to Right: (Bottom) Alex Donnel, Dayelin Moran,
Emma Primrose, Keira Norkevikus, Courtney Bruno
(Top): Jaida Hiedkamp, Rylee Roscoe, Sami Sommers, Anai
Jimenez, Maddie Smith, Maddie Young

A new year is upon us. It’s officially
2019. From my understanding, there are
many people saying that 2018 was the
worst year of their life. And I wonder,
what makes the year so bad, is it the
unaccomplished resolutions or regrets?
In my opinion, I believe that 2018 was a
year that flew by. I mean, just yesterday,
it was the beginning of the school year
and now it’s January! I think we should
ditch resolutions, to resolve means to
find a solution to a problem. You are not
a problem. The way you showed up for
your life the past year was necessary for
your growth. Now is a time to reflect. To
create an intention learn, a positive call
to shift, a spark of magic
and
manifestation rooted in self-love and
backed with action. I’m not calling them
resolutions, I’m calling them calls to
action. If you can run a club, you can run
a company. If you can write a rap, you
can write a book, if you can film a street
fight, you can shoot a movie. Don’t just
take over the block, take over the world!
Stop selling yourself short. Take the
world by surprise. When thinking about
life, remember this: no amount of guilt
can change the past. And no amount of
anxiety can change the future. Happy
New Years, don't forget to love yourself,
be yourself and find yourself.
What are some goals you have for the
"New Year?"
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Congratulations to Our DECEMBER Students of the Month!

12
th

11
th

Samantha Krop

Vincent Zumbo

1. Fav thing about school?
Learning, there's something new
everyday.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. L & Mr. Geller
3. Fav subject: Psychology
4. Future plans: Point Park,
Forsenics Psychology
5. Extracurricular Activities: I
work too much...
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Writing,
reading & naps.
7. Fav book: The Great Gatsby
8. Fav song: Any Song, by The
Plot in You
9. Fav movie: Scott Pilgrim vs
The World
10. One person I look up to, and
why: Mr. Lipovsky. He is hardworking and a great person
inside & out. I aspire to be as
great of a person as he is.

1. Fav thing about school: The
teachers. They encourage us to
become the best we can become.
2. Favorite teacher: Mr. Lipovsky &
Mrs. Glisan
3. Favorite subject: Auto Body &
Physics
4. Future plans: I would like to do
many things. I want to have my
own detail shop & possibly get my
Real Estate License, and get my
Associate's Degree in Business.
5.
Hobbies/Pastimes:
Cars,
traveling, dirtbikes & trying new
things.
7. Fav song: Let Me Go, by Florida
Georgia Line
8. Fav movie: Herbie Fully Loaded
9. Advice for fellow classmates:
Don't worry about what others think
of you. You most likely will never
see these people again.

Sydney Calhoun
1. Fav teacher: Mrs. Roberto
2. Fav subject: History
3. Future plans: Attend college and
work with wildlife/environment.
4. Activities: Swim Team
5.
Hobbies/Pastimes:
Hiking,
swimming, photography & traveling
6. One person I look up to? My
mom...
She always has great
advice.
7. One thing I want people to know
about me? I don't like the spotlight.
8.
Advice for your fellow
classmates? Be yourself & think for
yourself.

10
th

Abel Rukundo
1. Favorite thing about school? My
friends, my grades & my classes.
2. Fav teacher: Mrs. McCarthy
3. Fav subject: Music
4. Future plans: To be a teacher
and a soccer coach.
5. Hobbies/Pastimes: Soccer,
playing instruments, singing &
dancing.
6. Fav Movie: Incredibles
7. Fav artist: Stoopid, by Gixgine
8. Fav book: Hero
9. One person I look up to, and
why: Ronaldo, because he is a
soccer legend, has crazy skills & is
really calm while playing soccer.
10. You want people to know about
you? I can play the guitar &
keyboard.
11. Advice for your classmates:
Stay strong in school & work hard.

Anthony Thurmond
1. Fav thing about school: My
friends at school.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Lee
3. Fav Subject: Gym
4. Future plans: Become a famous
YouTuber.
5. Activities: No
6. Hobbies: Playing video games &
being with family.
7. Fav movie: Avengers Infinity War
8. One person I look up to, and why?
God, himself. He has blessed me
with amazing things.
9. One thing you want people to
know about you? I'm a good &
understandable guy.
10. Advice for your classmates:
Regardless of your past, hard work
can change your future.

9th

Hayley Andraca
1. Fav thing about school: Seeing
my friends at school.
2. Fav teacher: Mr. Geller
3. Fav subject: Art
4. Future plans: Go to college
5. Extracurriculars: Soccer
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Watching
NetFlix
7. Fav movie: Avengers Infity War
8. One person I look up to and
why: My mom, because she is an
amazing person!
9. One thing you want people to
know? I am mostly always
smiling.
10. Advice for fellow classmates:
Work hard and don't give up!

Ajohn Camp
1. Fav thing about school: I like
learning in a diverse environment,
and getting to know more than just
the basic, everyday things.
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Daley
3. Future plans: To try something
new and completely different than
anything ever done before.
4. Hobbies/Pastimes: Basketball &
other sports
5. Fav Movie: The Divergent Series
6. One person I look up to and why: I
really look up to my mom because of
how strong she is, and because of
how great she is as a person.
7. Advice for fellow students: Be
yourself, stand out, not fit in.

Amare Code
1. Fav thing about school: New
opportunities
2. Fav teacher: Ms. Watkins, Ms.
Daley & Mr. Mallow.
3. Fav subject: AP Government
4. Future plans: I want to be a lawyer
in the Criminal Justice System &
attend Spellman.
5. Extracurriculars: Softball
6. Hobbies/Pastimes: Shopping &
softball
7. Fav movie: Juice
8. Fav artist:Ynw Melly
9. Fav book: The Hate You Give
10. One person I look up to and why: I
look up to myself, because I use my
mistakes as a motivation to change
going forward.
11. Advice for your fellow
classmates: Motivate yourself to do
better.
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Restorative Justice - Brashear Youth Court

Top Row (Left to Right): Sabrina Mowry, Brayden Mason, Liam Weyand, Julie Piasecki, The Honorable Judge
Kathryn Hens-Greco - Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, Anai Jimenez, Caitlin McAlister, Chris Pastorius
Bottom Row (Left to Right): Angel Schulz, Kyrin Wyatt, Bobby Newman, Nica Palmieri, Kevon Brown, Tarell
Mciver. (not pictured: Jasmine Murrell)

By Mr. Graham
Brashear HS is currently piloting a peer run
youth court program as part of the PPS initiative to
implement restorative practices in all schools. The
program is run entirely by students with the support
and guidance of Mr. Graham. The program has been
designed to address and attempt to fix level 1
infractions using the restorative justice model.
The Brashear Youth is modeled after two youth
court programs that were established several years
ago in Upper Darby and Chester County School
Districts in eastern Pennsylvania. The program has
shown to be successful in introducing students to the
concepts
of
self-management,
responsible
citizenship, leadership, self-regulation and civic
engagement. We are currently seeing the same
result at Brashear and it is very exciting!
The court itself consists of a small group of
students (15) who are trained by their Social Studies
teacher for approximately 9 weeks in order to learn
the various roles of the court: Judge, Jury
Foreperson, Jury Member, Bailiff, Youth Advocate,
and Court Stenographer. Following the 9 weeks of
training, the court is ready for respondents (students
who have been referred) to appear in front of the
court to tell their side of the story and receive a
restorative disposition.
We currently offer the program as a Social
Studies course that meets 5 days a week and hears
level 1 referrals from staff and administrators. Our
administrators and staff at Brashear have been very
supportive and open to a peer run restorative justice
alternative to traditional discipline models currently
offered in the district and we are slowly seeing
positive results.
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
Hayley Andraca-Nava
Mondayja Smith
Courtney Bruno
Daisy Tappe
Chelsea Perello
Destanie Dillard
Jada Smith
Pamela Tomassi
Joe Mwete
Emily Urbano
Devante Ferguson
Daja Wilson
Anthony Thurmond
Norhan Hajelsawi
Advisor: Mr. Geller

Above: Brashear students sit on the jury during a
session of Youth Court. 12th grader, Kyrin Wyatt
is in the foreground.
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New Cell Phone Policy
By Emily Urbano
In my opinion, I think this debate is
happening in many schools in our country.
But should Brashear take part in this? To
me, I’d say yes and no. I’m going to start
with why I said no first. I think no because
what happens if something bad happened?
Like the school catches on fire or if there’s
an actual shooting. If you live, (which
most likely you will) who are you going to
call? Don’t say by using the school
telephones because there are way too may
students in this school, and the phone line
is never going to end. Also, once that fire
goes out, you’re just pretty much going to
be stranded out in nowhere.
Another reason why I think no is
because a lot of the seniors are 18yrs old.
They have jobs. And they’re legally
adults. What happens if your job calls you
in school and you have to answer it
because it’s very important? Jobs can’t
follow the school schedule. They have to
follow their own schedule. Plus, some of
the teachers don’t even let you step out
whenever work is calling you. I bet if a
teacher had a call from another job that
they needed to answer, they would call
back right away. So, why can’t we do
that? Do they care that we have an outside
life? Heck, it doesn’t seem like they care if
we were to get fired from our jobs.
One last reason I say no is because of
family emergencies. Lets just say this.
You’re sitting in class and you get a
unexpected call/text. It’s your mom saying
that your dad died in a car accident. You
honestly have no choice but to say
something. That’s your own family right
there. I know school is important, but I
think that’s way more important than the
work you have on your desk.
Now I’m going to go into the reasons
why we shouldn’t have cell phones at
school. I think we shouldn’t have cell
phones at school because they’re very
distracting. And yes, don’t tell me you
don’t play on your phone at school
because I know you do. Heck, I even do it.
School is meant for work, not play time.
You’re here for a reason and it’s not to
screw around. You need to get a education
and be successful in life. Life isn’t all
about social media. It’s about supporting
yourself.
Another reason why you shouldn’t
have cellphones in school is because it
really annoys a lot of teachers. Just
imagine, you are talking to someone and
they’re not paying attention to you. That’s
what you’re doing to your teachers by
being on your phone. And plus, it’s really
rude and disrespectful to do that stuff
while someone’s trying to talk to you.
My last reason that you don’t need
your phone during school hours is
because it’s not necessary. You’re here
at school for an education. And like I
said in my first reason, you’re going to
get distracted. So, there’s honestly no
point in bringing it if you’re going to
play on it all day.
So, in conclusion, these are the
reasons why I think cell phones should
and shouldn’t be allowed during school
hours.
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Student Council President,
Leon Blair

Thank You, Dr. Gild

By: Joe Mwete
How does it feel to be President for two years
in a row?
It feels great! My first year was full of new
learning curves and adjusting to balancing
school work and how to properly lead and
represent such a large student body. This year
I feel much more confident and properly
prepared to lead and be a voice for our
students.
What does it mean to you to be President?
To me, President comes with a huge
responsibility that can sometimes be tough to
handle. As a student leader who works
tenaciously and always wants the best for
myself and my peers, sometimes it can be a
lot to handle when you don't live up to your
fullest potential, or when I can't get
somethings done.
What do you think you have improved since
you were elected ?
Since being elected I have worked with the
administration & teachers to develop
comprehensive scheduling plans, policies,
and a better learning environment for
students. I have facilitated the rise and
acceptance of student voice throughout the
district. One thing students really enjoy that I
have improved is the new vending machine
being accessible for any form of payment.
With my seat on the Superintendent Student
Advisory Council I have great access to our
district leaders to help improve Brashear
daily.

By Daisy Tappe & Anthony Thurmond
Most everyone knows that Dr. Gild just
recently retired, and it was a shock to a lot
of her students. She was the 12th grade
counselor and helped many students
discover what they wanted to do in their
future. She helped them obtain scholarship
money to pay for college, figure out what
colleges they should apply for, and what
they wanted to major in. Her colleague, Mr.
Slayton shared, “On behalf of the Student
Services Department, we would like to wish
Dr. Gild a retirement filled with rest, good
health, and making great memories with her
family. She was a big impact on everyones'
lives."
Dr. Gild was dedicated to her students'
success and they will truly miss her. Below
are some quotes from a few of her students:
"She was very enthusiastic & willing to
help with anything." -Lynsey Thompson

Diwali: Light Over
Darkness

By: Nora Hajelsawi
Culture is one of the most important
elements in the world. Culture affects our
perception, our behavior, but it also shapes
our personalities. In Brashear, we have a
very diverse community. We had a
celebration for Diwali, a festival that
symbolizes the spiritual "victory of light
over darkness, good over evil and
knowledge over ignorance." We had the
opportunities to come together and learn
about each other. Culture influences
people's lives because it shares values,
beliefs and norms. I believe that our culture
manifests through our lifestyle, and it
certainly manifested at Diwali. Brashear
made me aware that culture is the sum of all
forms of art, of love and of thought which in
the cause of centuries, have enabled us to be
less enslaved.

"Dr. Gild was really energetic, loving &
helpful." -Jasmine Darwin
"Dr. Gild made sure you did what you
needed to do. She pushed you to your
limits. She made you do above & beyond."
-Arianah Hollins
"She kept me motivated & helped me apply
& get accepted to IUP."
A final THANK YOU, THANK YOU to
DR. GILD!

What do you think we can do to fix the
behavior in Brashear high school?
As for the behavior problems at Brashear,
contrary to some beliefs, they actually aren't
that bad. In order for behavior to improve,
behaviors of all parties involved in the
learning process have to be held accountable.
Teaches have to make a sincere effort to build
relationships with students. Administrators
have to support students and teachers in this
process, and parents have to be involved, but
most importantly, students have to take
responsibility for their actions, education, and
experience. I think we are on the right track!
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Pictured above, left to right, seniors:
Lyndsey
Thompson, Jaleena Thomas, Arianah Hollins & Jasmine
Darwin.

Daffodil Days are coming the week
of March 18, 2019! Daffodil Days is an
opportunity for everyone to join the
American Cancer Society in saving lives,
celebrating lives and leading the fight for a
world without cancer. Dollars raised
through
Daffodil
Days
support
groundbreaking research, patient services,
and other lifesaving programs. Through the
daffodil, the first flower of spring, this
campaign brings a symbol of hope to cancer
patients and those affected by the disease.
*For a $10 donation, receive one bunch of
daffodils as a thank you
*For a $15 donation, receive potted minidaffodils as a thank you
*For a $25 donation, instead of receiving
flowers, you can support the Gift of Hope
program where volunteers deliver daffodils
to local hospitals.
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HOROSCOPES

By Hayley Andraca
Aries-There are enticing opportunities beckoning
from over the horizon, and there will be twists and
turns, but keep your eyes on the prize and go for
gold.
Taurus-You’ve been reevaluating your relationships
and they’re drawing you to a new level now - asking
for deeper levels of surrender and trust. It’s never
wise to trust blindly, but avoid judgment and keep
your perspective on what’s unfolding.
Gemini-Life is evolving on a core level, and you’re
stepping over a threshold. But you can’t enter the
future with your arms full of the past, so don’t be
afraid to cut your losses where necessary.
Cancer-You can have the emotional and financial
security you desire, but your greatest reward will be
living your best life, following your calling while
making this world a better place. That’s priceless.
Now more than ever, in giving you will
Leo-you’ve had to rise above your insecurities over
the past year, and you’re ready for a new adventure.
But first, as you enter January, take stock of your life
and release habits, work, routines, or a lifestyle
you’ve outgrown.
Virgo-As the year begins, life is drawing you out of
your comfort zone. Dig past your resistance and be
brutally honest with yourself about what you want,
not what you think is expected of you.
Libra-Be honest with yourself and others. Keep your
perspective and you can be liberated to create a more
hopeful reality. Friends, partners, and the universe
are all listening and you have support. Overcome
your pride. Be kind and honest. Ask and be open to
receive.
Scorpio- You enter the year on a pensive note.
There’s a lot weighing on your mind, perhaps
difficult choices, but it needn’t be a painful process.
Take the time to clarify goals, and don’t focus on
your limitations.
Sagittarius-You’re older and wiser, but you needn’t
lose your passion or curiosity. Stay true to your
integrity and you needn’t worry about crossing
boundaries.
Capricorn-Be honest about what you really want
- something you hope for, not a distant dream - and
you can draw it into your life. Even if you can’t see
it, you have a fairy godmother and angels working
behind the scenes to bring you what you
need. Above all, have faith. You’re safe.
Aquarius-last year brought huge changes
professionally, asking you to expand your
horizons and vision. As you enter the new
year, dig deeper to become aware of what
prevents you from manifesting a dream.
Pisces-It’s been a long journey to get to
where you are, and you’re turning a corner
in a difficult social situation, This isn’t
about success but your legacy and gift to the
world. Have more faith in yourself and your
abilities. And remember that only humility
precedes true greatness.

The Bull Pen

Pg 5

Robotics in Action

Why College Is Important
Pictured above, Robotics students, David
Ademoye & Nimi Daini
Contributed by Mr. Laurenson
The Brashear Robotics Team 7274 is
busy getting ready for the new game this
year, Destination: Deep Space. The team
has just completed assembly of the
chassis, and is now designing mechanisms
to place hatch panels onto the doors and
shoot cargo into the cargo bays. The team
has proposed and developed some
innovative designs, and is ready to build
prototypes to test them. The team will
make adjustments as needed during the
testing phase. Onward and upward!

F.I.Y.A.
(Fierce Inspiring Young
Adults)
The Wonderful Ms. Laney &
Her Girls...
By Norhan Hajelsawi
Pictured from left to right: Aleah Knight, Amare
Code, Tania Bennett, Kanisha Jackson, Ms.Laney,
Iaonna Tarrant, Jasmine Murrell, Asia Snead, Andrea
Johnson, Allura Allen, Crystal Bass, Talia Morris

"She's inspiring, kind, thoughtful, caring
and very supportive and there for me."
- Talia Morris
" She's very cool, encouraging, gives you
chances and helps you through struggles."
-Asia Snead
" When we need help, she's there for us."
she's like a mom."
-Allura Allen
"She helps us practice on loving ourselves."
-Amare Code

By: Emily Urbano
In life, you probably have many things that you
want to do job wise. Maybe you want to be a
doctor or a lawyer. But depending on what you
have to do, you’ll most likely have to go to
college or trade school. Now I’m going to tell
you why I think college is important and you
should think that too. The first reason it’s
important is because you should never give up
on your dreams. As a senior here, I still have a
dream of becoming a zookeeper or a vet ever
since I was in kindergarten. And even if you only
had a dream that you wanted to do since 9th,
that’s ok too. Just tell yourself that you can do
anything and have positive thoughts at all times
while doing you’re school work. Even with the
hard stuff too. It’s only going to get better when
you start believing yourself. The second reason
is money. After you go to college and get your
first real job, just imagine how much money
you’re going to be racking up. You should have
more money than people that are in retirement.
According to Time.com, you should have around
$30,000 saved. But if you have a little less or a
little more than that, that’s fine too. Another
reason is because if you don’t go to college or
trade school you’ll most likely end up working
minimum wage your whole life. And yes, I’m
not saying this is for everyone, in most cases
because if you don’t have some type of major
you worked on in college or trade, big places like
a doctors office or a dentist will not let you in
unless if you have some college experience. The
only jobs you’re going to be able to get in life
without college are retail stores and fast food
places. And trust me, you don’t want to be like
those people. You want to be better than that. So
that’s why I think college and trade school are
important in life.
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Pittsburgh Riverhounds Visit Brashear

Earlier this month, member of the Riverhounds (Pittsburgh's
professional soccer team) visited Brashear to conduct a soccer
skills clinic specficially for the boys and girls teams in the
gymnasium.
The energy level was high! There was excitement all around.
They shared some finer points of the game of soccer, and led
dozens of kids through countless professional drills.
It was a great opportunity to interact and share stories &
experiences with athletes at the top of their game. Coaches,
Ms. Daley, Ms. White, Mr. Wehar & Mr. Fujardo, along with PE
teacher Ms. Wolski, were there to take part in the action. It was
a funfilled event!
Thank you PITTSBURGH RIVERHOUNDS!

Have an idea for a story
for the school newspaper?
Feel free to submit
something to be printed.
Let us know in room 235!
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On Trump & "Building The
Wall" By Devante Ferguson
I do not support the building of a wall
along the United States and Mexican border
as proposed by the United States President,
Donald Trump. Though there has been a
partial wall, the area that it covers needs to
be increased to reduce the entry points for
illegal immigrants, at least that is what
Trump believes, however I highly disagree.
I believe that America is the land of the free
and Donald Trump is trying to take that
freedom away from us!
He clearly has a plan to get what he
wants, and he's definitely proved how far he
will go for his goal, a goal to "Make America
Great Again." He has taken away welfare,
food stamps, even WIC.
The poor
community won't be able to survive without
the government's help. If he doesn't get what
he wants, he'll take it. What do you think?
Pictured below, Brashear Auto Mechanics
students hard at work.
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New Teacher of the MonthMr. Schenk

By Hayley Andraca
1. How did you get into teaching?
I didn’t always want to be a science
teacher. When I was in high school, I
wanted to be a cartoonist! But in college
I fell in love with science and the brain,
and I even worked in a few neuroscience
labs. Eventually that turned into learning
about how we learn, and then teaching
about how we learn. Now, as an
educator, my goal is to ignite young
people’s curiosity and love for the world.
2. Do you still draw cartoons?
Of course! And I challenge my students
to draw, too. Art and science are two
sides of the same coin. Both help us find
meaning, just in different ways.
3. What do you enjoy most about
Brashear?
The diversity, for sure. There’s no place
in Pittsburgh with this much culture. That
is something we must protect and
nurture.
4. What do you do when you’re not
teaching?
Creating lessons and grading work and
becoming a better teacher!!! But
otherwise I love fitness, reading, and
making art. Find me in gyms, jazz clubs,
and sprinting through Bloomfield.
5. Any advice for students?
Know that our world is beautiful.
Learn to love yourself and your learning.
Seek to create things of value.
Follow these rules for life, and you will
find your purpose.
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How Well Do You Know The U.S.A?
Interesting facts about America
Population: 327,000,000
White: 61%
Hispanic: 18%
Black: 13%
Asian: 6%
Median Age: 38yrs old
Median Household Income: $56,700
Median Home Value: $205,000
Per captia income: $32,000
Average commute time to work: 25 min
Most populated State: California, 38m
Most populated City: New York
Life Expectancy: Female 81.6 / Male 77
Average Age of Getting Married:
Female: 27.5 / Male 29.5 (2018)
National Bird: Bald Eagle
Capitol: Washington, D.C.
National Language: None (Nevertheless,
English is used by out government and
other official entities)
National Anthem: Star Spangled Banner
Declared Independence from Britain on
July 4, 1776.
Tallest Mountain: Mt. McKinley; Alaska
Most Familiar Icon: Statue of Liberty
National Motto: In God We Trust (1956)
(Unofficial) Nationa Motto: E pluribus
unum (Latin for, "Out of many, one")
Most Popular Fruit: Banana
National Mammal: North American Bison
National Tree: Oak Tree

Fun Facts About Pittsburgh
*Pittsburgh is known as the “City of Bridges” because
it has 446 bridges which is more than Venice, Italy, or
any other city in the world.

Veteran Teacher of the MonthMrs. McCarthy

1. Why did you get into teaching?
When I was in grade school, I had a
wonderful 6th grade teacher, who inspired
me to want to become a teacher. Then a
few years later, when I was a teenager, I
worked as a counselor at a summer camp. I
really liked working with the children.
2. What is your favorite thing about
teaching?

*The emoticon was invented in Pittsburgh in 1980 by
Carnegie Mellon University computer scientist Scott
Fahlman.

My favorite aspects of being a teacher are,
working with students so they can attain
their full potentials, and helping the
Teaching Magnet students to experience the
amazing opportunities a career in teaching
can offer them.

*Pittsburgh has more days of rain and snow than
Seattle, Washington.

3. Favorite thing about your career?

*The stars in the Pittsburgh Steelers’ logo aren’t stars.
They are hypocycloids. The logo was “borrowed”
from U.S. Steel, which was based in the city.
*Pittsburgh’s Beechview neighborhood is home to the
steepest street in the United States (and possibly the
world): Canton Avenue. It is as steep as 37 degrees.

My favorite thing about my career is
working with great people. My other
favorite thing is when the I see my students
out
teaching and helping in local
elementary schools.
4. Advice for your students
Don’t ever give up! Not only in your
education, but in life itself, don’t EVER
give up. No matter how hard a class may
seem, difficult a test appears, or
unattainable a goal, you can achieve
anything! It’s a matter of deciding what
you want, creating a plan to fulfill that
dream, and working to complete it. Then if
you experience a setback in that plan, you
overcome that setback, and continue with
your plan. Don’t ever give up!
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Battling It Out On The Mat

By: Joe Mwete

By Pamela Tomassi
On Thursday, January 10, 2019 the
Carrick Cougars hockey team honored
their seniors before their game against
Neshannock. A total of 7 seniors were
honored, two of them being from
Brashear High School. The names of
the seniors were Jacob Lau, Pamela
Tomassi, Alex Norkevicus, Dane
Heckman, Devin Sudomerski, Gavin
McKain, and Aidan Barker.
After “Senior Rec,” the varsity
team played against Neshannock. It
was a good game, as they were having
trouble keeping up at first, but once
they got it together, they ended up
tying the game, 4-4. The goal that tied
the game was from Brashear
sophomore, Zach Tomassi. The game
went into overtime, and unfortunately
Neshannock scored a goal to win, 5-4.
Even though they lost they still had a
great game.
Good luck to all of the seniors
next year! I'm really going to miss
playing for this team. Throughout the
three years I have played I've made
some really good friends on the team.
I've had my bad times but I've also
had my good times as well. I do not
regret joining this hockey team, even
if we haven't been the best, I wouldn't
go back and change anything. I wish
good luck to both the Varsity and JV
team next year.

Our Brashear boys varsity had a tremendous
outing starting out 2019 by knocking off a
tough Carrick Raiders team in a 100+ point
back and forth thriller, 53-51, in overtime.
In the picture above, the Bulls celebrate
after a dominating 73-54 victory over the Perry
Commodores in a home game Tuesday, January
22nd, 2019, with #1 Cheron Collington being
the scoring leader with 40 points.
The varisty starters:
#3 - Lontae Smith
#1 - Cheron Collington
#12 - Daquay Brown
#22 - Rashon Williams
#34 - Demetrius Roach
Head Coach Carey White exclaimed, "At
this point, we are beginning our second half of
section play, our record is 5-1, and we are
looking to better our City League standings.
We have to finish strong these last two weeks
going into the playoffs, but I am excited about
where we are as a team, and I am eager to see
how we finish out the year." GO BULLS!
Time will team...

The Lady Bulls are having a great
season! They are looking forward to
finishing strong, with their eyes on the
playoffs.
I had a chance to speak with a
couple of the players, and they were
eager to share their enthusiasm about
their season. "We have worked hard
all year. We have come together like
a family. We are close. We are
excited about the playoffs coming up,"
shared 10th grader, Maria Matts.
Teammate, Jackie Munoz, concurred,
"Yes, we are like a family. It has been
a lot of fun. We are like sisters on this
team. We are looking forward to the
postseason." GO BULLS!!!

Pictured above, left to right: Haider Hattab , Josue
Macias, Joe Mwete , Dostonbek Turdikulov, Jermaine
Williams, Mohamaded Hattab. Kneeling in front,
Coach Bonnacorsi.
The wrestling team recently finished the regular
season under first year coach, Rich Bonnacorsi, and
are prepping for a run in the post-season individual
tournaments.
-City League Championships - Feb 16 at Carrick
-Regional Championships - Mar. 1-2 in Altoona, PA
-State Championships - Mar. 6-9 in Hershey, PA
Even though it is Coach Bonnacorsi's 1st year at
Brashear, he brings with him a wealth of experience,
having coached for 31 seasons, most recently at
Carrick for 16 years. Coach had this to say about his
new position at Brashear: "I remember a lot of
memorable matches & battles coaching against
Brashear in the 2000's. It was fun. Brashear
wrestling had a dynasty for a while there, winning 5
Championships in 7 years, and I always looked
forward to wrestling them. That is the match we
always looked for and circled on our schedule.
Coach shared his goals for the season; "To try to
get a lot of kids out for the team and fill the weight
classes, to try and re-build the Program to the level it
once was, and to ultimately advance someone in the
post-season, by placing 1st or 2nd in the City
Championships and earning a trip to Altoona. The
ultimate goal is placing top 3 in Altoona and earning
a trip to STATES in Hershey, PA. In the history of
City League wrestling (since 1988), Only 5-6 City
League wrestlers have ever made that trip... At the
City League level, Joe Mwete, at 145lb is the kind of
wrestler you don't want to wrestle.
Jermaine
Williams is doing well, and he is coming on. We look
for him to have a shot at advancing in the 106lb
class. Also, Jose Macias in the 160lb bracket should
do well." Time will tell, come March.

Proud Of Our Lady Bulls!

