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World Kindness Day
Earlier this month, PPS CALLED ON
SCHOOL COMMUNITIES TO PROMOTE
PEACEFUL
TEACHING
AND
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS AS PART
OF AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK
(November 15-19).
Following (Saturday, November 13)
World Kindness Day, Pittsburgh Public
Schools (PPS) launched a social media
campaign to encourage peaceful teaching
and learning environments and discourage
physical violence district-wide. The District
called on families, students, and the
community to honor staff who work to
ensure that every PPS student receives a
quality education through the promotion of
five pillars- Kindness, Compassion, Dignity,
Respect, and Unity. As part of the week, the
District called on families to stay alert with
their children's social media activities and
the greater community to monitor its role in
perpetuating the false narrative that schools
are dangerous places.
"With TikTok challenges encouraging
students to participate in negative behaviors
and an uptick in media reporting indicating
that violence may be rising in K-12 schools
here in Pittsburgh – and across our region
and country, there is a need to build
responsibility within our community for the
safety of all of our students and staff," said
Dr. Wayne Walters, Interim Superintendent.
"For close to 20 months, in-person
interactions were limited," continued Dr.
Walters. "As students transition back to
school, it will be important that adults foster
supportive environments that provide space
for students to re-engage with their school
community and each other. Families,
community and media play a vital role with
recovery in collaboration with the District,
and we are promoting the discontinuation of
sharing, posting and viewing of violent
videos of students as it has the potential to
traumatize
vulnerable
students
and
perpetuate the false narrative that schools are
dangerous places.”
Each day of the week, posts supporting
the five pillars were shared on the Pittsburgh
Public Schools' social media pages. Schools
also shared messages with students as part of
the morning announcements. Ask yourself
what you can do to play a role in this
initiative... What can we do as a school to be
part of the solution, instead of part of the
problem...

*KINDNESS
*COMPASSION
*DIGNITY
*RESPECT
*UNITY

It's Hoops Season!

Toys For Tots

Enter Text Here.

Hoops season is upon us! Other than for
football, a case can be made that school spirit is
really able to prosper and thrive with a school's
basketball season. With (3) winter sports
taking place (wrestling, swimming &
basketball) the darkness of the winter months is
often countered with the hopes, thrills, &
highlights of athletics. As we all know, this
took a big hit with COVID over the past year
and a half, but hopes are high looking forward
to as much of a normal winter sports season as
possible.
Coach Carey White is back in his 8th season
leading the Bulls, his 18th season overall.
Team captains are Rasheed Saunders, Emanuel
Myers & Jacob Davis. Coach White had this to
share about the upcoming campaign. "We have
been working hard the past 4 weeks and are
excited to open up this weekend at Keystone
Oaks. We are young and look to improve
throughout the season. The seniors have to
lead us this year. With COVID shutting out
our 9th & 10th graders the last couple of years,
they have no game experience. HARDWORK
= SUCCESS."

Led by teacher, Mr. Szumetz, it has
become a tradition with the Brashear CTE
striving to fill a van with toys for the Toys
For Tots drive. Students collect toys and
teachers donate toys, some who do so in
exchange for a service being provided to
them by the auto body & auto mechanics
students, like an oil change, etc. The TOYS
FOR TOTS program is sponsored by
96.1FM, with the ultimate goal of filling up
a school bus with toys.

Pictured below, Brashear CTE students participating in the annual TOYS FOR TOTS Campaign
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Junior Steering Committee - Promoting School Spirit

Mr. Crawford - Teacher of the Month

Pictured above, Mr. Crawford surrounded by his students
Pictured above, left to right: Elliana Jacques, Mandira Gautam, Jenny
Reducindo, Chelsey Mcgough, Kylee Tardio, Maurice Floyd & Adynn Henry
Junior Steering Committee meets on
a regular basis and is focused on
organizing & engaging in student
activities, and helping to promote school
spirit. Social Studies teacher, Mrs.
Tracy Jones, is the sponsor for this
Committee, and has a great group of
students planning fun, student-centered
activities throughout the school year.
One big activity they plan each
month is SPIRIT WEEK. A week is
selected and each day of the week
students & staff are encouraged to dress
a certain way, fostering a sense of c
community building.
Be on the look out for more activities
and events throughout the year!

Above, l to r: Jenny Reducindo & Junior
Steering Committee Sponsor, Mrs. Jones

By Riley Polombia
CONGRATS to Mr. Crawford as he was
chosen as EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR by
Bender Leadership Consultants! Mr. Crawford
runs a program called “Start on Success.” His
program strives to advocate for kids who may
not be as advanced as others, or kids who may
need more help. Start on Success is based on
getting kids ready for a work environment and
life after high school. Seniors who take part in
this program will only go to school in the
morning, after that they are sent to a work site to
practice and observe in a working community.
A company Mr. Crawford likes to
collaborate with, called Bender Leadership
Consultants, also advocates for people with
disabilities in the workplace. They are a
Pittsburgh based company but known
internationally. Every year this company holds a
Bender Academy, which is an opportunity for
students from all different schools to meet
people who have disabilities within their
workplace. “Pre-pandemic I would actually go
downtown with my students to meet with the
program, they would bring in CEOs, managers
and things like that who have disabilities for the
students to meet and interact with” says
Crawford. Mr. Crawford is a hardworking
advocate for the students he teaches at Brashear
and his work has obviously not gone unnoticed.
We are lucky to have Mr. Crawford at
Brashear, and are thankful for all he does for his
students!
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So Let's Talk
By: Raine Annan

Lets get better,
at getting better.

We have online school next Monday,
right, so that's not what has me angered
again. What has me angered is that it's
because of how understaffed the school is
GO BULLS!!!
and how there are barely any bus drivers
to drive kids to school. The one that
bothers me the most is the school getting
sanitized, now hear me out. 2 years ago it
was sanitizing the school, then it was a
week off, then 2 weeks, then weeks
turned into months after months of school
off until they just said, let's move it
online. What I’m scared will happen is
school will be back online permanently,
and It’s not too far from the real thing
because eventually we will. I just don’t
Our Mission
want it to be this soon.
The mission of Brashear High School is to
Now let me tell you what is very
cultivate productive members of society by
upsetting about the fact that the President
providing quality instruction, academic rigor and
keeps handing out checks, and how
racial equity.
people think that not working is an option
Brashear will accomplish this mission by
and things can get handed to them for
empowering
students,
teachers,
parents,
free. This leads to people thinking that
administrators and community stakeholders to
they can stay home all day while
collaborate on how best to achieve success for all
hundreds of stores are closing from being
students.
understaffed, and teachers are struggling
Our Vision
to keep up because there isn’t enough
The Brashear community will engage in study,
employed teachers. Not only are teachers
work, service, and advocacy to develop global
struggling at their job, but while they are
citizens who contribute to society in meaningful
trying to give an education to hundreds of
ways.
kids, buses are either not showing up at
all, or coming very late because, you
Pittsburgh Brashear High School
590 Crane Ave.
guessed it, there aren’t enough bus drivers
Pgh., PA. 15216
to get all the kids to school. I can’t tell
Phone: 412-529-7300
you how many times my bus has showed
Fax: 412-529-7305
up 15 to 20 minutes late and I got to
For Activity INFO:
school and was late for first period.
Twitter @BrashearHS
People need to realize not doing anything
Facebook: BrashearHighSchool
isn’t an option, and if it is, it definitely
Website: pittsburghbrashear.com
isn’t a smart one. It not only puts kids and
Principal: Kimberly Safran
other adults at risk but it sets them up for
a very unfortunate future.
Assistant Principals:
Steve Trivanti - 12th
Solution, maybe we should accept
Jeremy Askin - 11th
more college graduates who want to be
Ameeta Schmitt, EdD - 10th
teachers and give them a chance to help
Marlo Robinson - 9th
the schools educate kids, and assist
Activities Director:
teachers to make it easier on them.
Kelley Gavlik (412-529-7314)
Regarding the bus drivers, maybe we
Athletic Director:
Tim DiPietro (412-529-7313)
should set up flyers around town about
needing more employees, and if they are
qualified, we use them as bus drivers so
Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
kids stop showing up late and stop giving
Kevin Bertram
Raine Annan us many excuses.
What can we all do to help make this
Dominic Drewery
Riley Palombia better? To stop the unemployment rate
from increasing at such a high rate? To
Alexus Smith
Hannah Smith lessen the fears of employers and
business owners? When is this all going
Sarah Voelker
to end? What can WE do? Ask yourself,
what can YOU do?
Advisor: Mr. Geller

Mental Health During the
Holidays
By Sarah Voelker
With the holidays fast approaching,
many people will start to experience high
levels of stress and anxiety. There’s a lot of
pressure that comes with Thanksgiving and
Christmas, whether it is anxiety about
preparing all the food or trying to find gifts
for everyone, it is all very stressful. There
needs to be awareness of this so that we can
all support each other in time with
unavoidable stress.
One reason a lot of people experience
stress around the holiday season stems from
money. It can get very expensive to
purchase presents for your family and
friends. No matter how much you wish you
could get everyone exactly what they
wanted, it can’t always work out that way,
and that’s difficult for people.
Nearly a quarter of Americans reported
feeling “extreme stress” come holiday time,
according to a poll by the American
Psychological Association. Holiday stress
statistics show that up to 69 percent of
people are stressed by the feeling of having
a “lack of time,” 69 percent are stressed by
perceiving a “lack of money,” and 51
percent are stressed out about the “pressure
to give or get gifts.” (Allonehealth.com)
Another reason the holidays can be a
hard time to get through is due to the loss
of loved ones. Many people feel the loss of
their loved ones much more during the
holidays because it’s a special time of year
and they want to be able to spend it with
them, but they can’t, which causes sadness
and loneliness.
Through these times, there’s also tons of
joy and happiness, which is what we need
to focus on spreading. A lot of times, all
people need is to feel supported and loved.
The holidays are all about showing thanks
and appreciation for those close to us, so
let’s keep that in mind throughout these
next couple months!
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The Truth Behind
Drinks By Sarah Voelker
2021 Horoscopes
By Hannah Smith
Aries (March 21-April 19)-today could be
one of the happiest days you've had in a
long time. Perhaps you'll spend it with a
current potential partner.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)-Today you
could receive an unexpected sum of
money. Perhaps a friend who owes you
could repay the debt or you could get an
unexpected opportunity to earn a little
extra on the side.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) It will be a
stimulating day for you. You'll feel great
and have no trouble channeling all your
energy into your activities.
Cancer (June 21- July 22) Be careful not
to lose your temper today. You're
champing at the bit these days, though
your daring nature has been restrained by
financial and professional constraints.
Leo (July 23- August 22) Today, time will
freeze and even seem to go backward.
Use this pause to reflect on your
motivations.
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Energy drinks have become a staple in
many people's everyday lives. And though
people know that they are not necessarily
good for them, they tend to look past that
and continue drinking them. However, there
are some brands of energy drinks that
happen to be better than others.
Most energy drinks use synthetic
caffeine, rather than natural sources of
sweetener and caffeine. Red Bull is
compared to eating two snickers bars, which
represents the amount of. Monsters are
considered a “step up” from Red Bull,
though it is still not the best thing
objectively to be drinking. Bangs attract
many people because it has 0 grams of
sugar, but instead Bang uses their own form
of creatine, which is not regulated by the
FDA.
Some alternate options include V8
Energy Drinks, which use genuine natural
energy from fruits and vegetables to give
people a boost. This is a much healthier
option than any other energy drink brand
mentioned above.

Virgo (August 23- September 22) The
climate is tense today. You'll be aware of
restlessness and a longing for change,
but you'll also be reluctant to make any
real moves in that directions.
Libra (September 23-October 22) You
can interpret the day ahead as openended question about. You may have
noticed certain physical and psychological
aspects that you're uncomfortable with.
Scorpio (October 23-November21)
Sometimes people reproach you for being
less than tactful in relationships.The
planetary positions are going to help you
be more sensitive.
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
Legal papers regarding money that you
may have been working on for a while
should finally be done today. this should
lift your spirits if for no other reason than
to have it all out of the way.
Capricorn (December 21-January 20)
Some bad experience regarding career
family, travel, or education could have a
friend, colleague, or love partner in an
explosive mood today.
Aquarius (January 20-February 18) Job
stress might be getting to you. Drinking a
lot of water
would be a god idea.
Moderate amounts of exercise and rest
are also indicated.
Pisces (February 19-March 20) Today
you should feel romantic and want to get
together with your love partner. You'll
probably do that, but it maybe difficult and
only arranged at the last minute.

Please CONGRATULATE the NEW
Cheerleading Members!
1. Taniyah Humphries (12th grade)
2. Darjae Good (10th grade)
3. Aya Altekreeti (10th grade)
4. Jaunae Pollard (10th grade)
5. Izabella Schmidt (10th grade)
6. Jordan Kinger (10th grade)
7. Briona Crumpton (10th grade)
8. Tamara Humphries (9th grade)
9. Cieona King (9th grade)
10. Brindley Brazell (9th grade)
11. Miranda Wertz (9th grade)
12 Ka'Risma Smith (10th grade)

Black Friday Time!
By Sarah Voelker
Black Friday is a tradition many people
live byTHUR,
year afterOCT
year. 28TH
The day after
Thanksgiving is one full of shopping, chaos,
and finding the best deals. After
Thanksgiving, most people go into full
Christmas mode, as do the stores.
Black Friday is so popular because
people find amazing deals on things that
would normally be out of their price range,
and it is nice they are able to purchase these
things as potential gifts to their loved ones.
It's also a great time to go out and find that
nice, expensive thing that you may have
been holding off on getting because of the
cost. You can find great deals that turn
unreasonable prices into steals!
Though Black Friday can be very fun
and exciting, there is some danger that
comes into play. There can be very long
lines outside some stores, which causes
some riot to occur occasionally. There are
also several people who will use this day as
an opportunity to steal or cause serious
problems because there’s large crowds
everywhere with not enough staff to have
complete control.
Some stores that are having Black Friday
deals include Walmart, Target, Kohls, Best
Buy, Macy’s, along with so many others. Be
sure to get out and take advantage of the
great deals, and stay safe!
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New Teacher - Mr. Paul

By Riley Polombia
The month of November is Men’s Health
Awareness Month. This month encourages
men to take care of their bodies by doing
things such as getting regular check ups, and
realizing it is important to prioritize one’s
self. This month is also used to advocate for
major issues such as prostate cancer, mental
health, and suicide prevention. All issues
common among men.
Men's health refers to a state of complete
physical, mental, and social well-being.
Differences in men's health compared to
women's can be attributed to biological
factors, behavioural factors and social
factors. Men's health issues also include
medical situations in which men face
problems not directly related to their biology,
such as gender-differentiated access to
medical
treatment
and
other
“socioeconomic” factors. Men's health
should be looked at as a way to make men
feel comfortable in their own skin.

By Alexus Smith
I was happy to sit down and chat with
PE/Health teacher, Mr. Paul. He first
started at Brashear in 2019, working
beside Mr. Wolkski and Mrs. Gavilk.
Before all this, he attended Slippery Rock
University for his undergrad degree in
education, and later on went to earn his
Masters in Education at IUP.
Although the school year was cut short,
he prospered through the difficulty of
online to better himself for this school
year.
In
person
schooling
has
demonstrated the multiple personalities,
cultures, and positive relations that were
hard for him to conduct/see via
technology.
Brashear holds a special place at heart
for Mr. Paul; his relatives graduated from
here, loving the environment, and he can
truly say the same. He looks forward to
coming here each morning to make
students have a successful start in fitness,
but also in life. A goal he has for his class
is to get new equipment to better the
atmosphere, but also exceed basic
physical education techniques.
Being a younger teacher, students find
him more accessible to confide or relate
to. He’s became a outlet/teacher that
Brashear High school didn’t know they
needed. The students just don’t love him,
but so does the staff. I welcome you, the
New Teacher of the Month, Mr. Paul!!

PLEASE SCAN ME
By Riley Polumbia

Call 412-622-3114

Use the QR Code to your left to
participate in a Student Survey.
Results will be posted in the Dec
Issue of The Bull Pen!
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Teenspace is a welcoming
neighborhood space where teens can
explore their interests and build their
own future without pressure or
expectations.
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Counselor of the Month,
Mrs. Thomas
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Happy Geography Awareness
Week! (www.census.gov)

Vice-Principal of the
Month - Mr. Travanti

The Nation’s Center of Population is Unveiled

By Hannah Smith
Q: Why did you become a counselor?
A: I noticed that students had issues that got
in the way of their learning, and I wanted to
help them.
Q: How long have you worked at Brashear?
A: I've been at Brashear since 2010/ 2011 and
taught students that were in Promise Prep.
Q: You used to be a teacher?
A: I was a teacher for 14 years before
becoming a counselor.
Q: Why did you choose education as a career?
A: I have always loved school and always
wanted to be a teacher.
Q: What do you like most about your job?
A: I get to help students do better for
themselves.
Q: What do you like least about your job?
A: It can get very stressful, especially dealing
with tons of students.
Q: what are your hobbies?
A: I like to read romance novels, eat out and
talk to my children.
Q: What are your interests?
A: I have an interest in reading black
literature.
Q: If you had the power to do 1 thing, What
would it be?
A: It would be the power to heal people.

Today, the U.S. Census Bureau announced
Hartville, Missouri as the “center of population”
for the United States! Begin this exciting week of
geography learning by exploring center of
population resources. Students can have fun
viewing a video on the topic, interacting with a
visualization, and reading an article to understand
what is meant by “U.S. center of population” and
how it has shifted through the decades.
The center of population is based on the 2020
Census count of everyone who lived in the
United States on April 1, 2020. Since 1980, that
center has been in various locations in Missouri.
In 2010, the center was near Plato, a small town
about 75 miles northeast of Springfield.
The center of population is the place where an
imaginary, flat, weightless, and rigid map of the
United States would balance perfectly if
everyone weighed the same.
The point is officially marked with a survey
monument by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) National
Geodetic Survey (NGS), the U.S. government
authoritative source for precise latitude,
longitude, and elevation measurements. Since
1990, the Census Bureau and NGS have placed
the center of population monument in a publicly
accessible location near the actual center of
population.
Knowing the center of population helps
geographers, demographers, and others quantify
how fast and in what direction Americans are
moving.

When Will It Stop
By Dominic Drewery
Young Dolph, a high-profile Memphis rapper,
was killed in a shooting last month while inside a
cookie bakery on Airways Boulevard, Memphis
police said. The shooting occurred at the
renowned bakery, Makeda's Homemade Butter
Cookies, a spot the 36-year-old star frequented in
his trips home.
Witnesses who documented the aftermath of
the shooting on social media identified Young
Dolph's car, a vehicle with a unique and
distinguishable camouflaged paint job. Scores of
fans arrived at the scene after the shooting to
express grief and support.
In the hours after the shooting, social media
rumors began to spread of shootings connected to
other Memphis rappers. A Memphis police
spokesman said there is no evidence of shootings
at two of the most rumored locations. Prayers out
to his friends and family.

Have an idea for a story?

source: @commercialappeal.com

Want to see your name in print?

I messed with Young Dolphin's music. I
wasn’t the biggest fan, but he definitely had some
bangers and some hard features. Rappers dying at
a young age is too common now, and is there
anything anyone can do about it? It seems like
there's always going to be gang violence, but this
needs to come to a halt. Too many young kids
are dying senseless deaths. Life is too short and
precious. What can we do? We need a plan.
Our city needs a plan. Our country needs a plan.
What would be YOUR plan? Stay safe out
there....

Submit a poem, short story, editorial,
etc on a topic of interest AND your
work could be published right here in
the next issue of THE BULL PEN!
Contact us at:
ngeller1@pghschools.org

By Dominic Drewery
Q: What made you want to become an
administrator?
A: Well I was a teacher first. I taught math
for a number of years and then I thought I
could be more beneficial reaching more kids
as an administrator than a teacher.
Q: How was your job different from last
year?
A: Well a lot of kids, not seniors, have come
back tougher and disrespectful, so its been a
challenge, but the seniors have come back
ready to roll!
Q: What have you found to be most
challenging about this year so far?
A: The same... The 9th and 10th graders are
very challenging.
Q: What was one career goal you always
had?
A: I always wanted to be a teacher, and just
help kids.
Q: Who always motivated you to do that?
A: Pretty much self-motivated internally.
Q: How many years have you been
teaching?
A: About 28 1/4 years
Q: do you prefer learning online or in
person?
A: In-person.
Q: How did Covid effect you personally?
A: Health-wise my family and myself were
fine, but personally I didn’t like all the
isolation. Especially how we all were
wondering how this was going to unfold.
Q: Is there any advice you would like to
give to the students of Brashear.
A: Set your goals, work hard, and never
stop. Never give up. Even when you hit
bumps, keep going.

