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Celebrating MLK, Jr.

Senior Leadership On The Court

By Kevin Bertram
Martin Luther King Jr had a very
important Dream, and his Dream
changed the world. He believed that
everyone, no matter the skin color,
should be treated equally and it was this
vision that inspired and mobilized
millions of people to try to right the
wrongs of history. Dr. King's Dream is
one we continue to keep alive as we
celebrate the life and legacy of the Civil
Rights leader, each and every single
year.
MLK day fell on January 17, 2022
this year. Then US President Ronald
Reagan signed the holiday into law in
1983, to be observed on the 3rd
Monday each January, and it was first
observed as a National Holiday in
1986. At first, some states resisted
observing the holiday as such, giving it
alternative names or combining it with
other holidays. It was officially
observed in all 50 states for the first
time in 2000.
FUN FACT- In 1964 King was
awarded the Noble piece prize for his
Civil Rights and social justice activism.
Q) How do you feel about MLK day?
Why is it important?
A) Sarah Voelker - " I feel like MLK
day is an important day that deserves
recognition from people of every part
of the world. I feel like people should
recognize the great things accomplished
by MLK and use that to make them
better people every day and always
keep fighting for whats right.

Putting an End to Violence
By Sarah Voelker

Above, l to r: Daquan Griffin-Shorter, Emanuel Myers,
Aaron Ford, Jr, Jacob Davis & Rasheed Saunders

It's that time of year, in the grind of winter
sports, where student-athletes walk into school
when it is still dark in the morning, and often
leave school after daily practices when it is dark
already in the early evening, in the dead of
winter.
The boys basketball team is working hard, in
the midst of their season, looking to make a run at
a spot in the City League playoffs come
February. They are currently 4-6 overall, with a
2-4 record in the City league, having just defeated
Westinghouse in a thriller!
Coach White, with almost a decade at the
helm, had this to add, "We needed to get to 4 or 5
wins to make the playoffs. Getting shut down
because of Covid has been hard. The time out of
the gym really set us back. We will see what we
are made out of in the next two weeks. Our
seniors have to step up NOW, or their high school
careers will be over!!" Time will tell...
Remaining League games on the schedule:
Friday, Jan 28 vs Carrick
Tuesday, Feb 1 AT Obama
Friday, Feb 4 vs Perry
Thursday, Feb 10 AT Allderdice

Hot of the Press - Big Ben Retires

See Dominic Drewery's Story on pg 4!

There are several types of violence, such as
physical, emotional, sexual, and more. It is
important to recognize and educate yourself on
these things because in order to limit the
occurrences of violence, we need to be able to
understand them. Physical violence is when a
person hurts or tries to hurt someone by using
physical force. Emotional violence is where
physical force is not used, but words are used to
belittle another person. Sexual violence can
include assault, rape, and abuse.
It is imperative that we use this information to
come up with ways to possibly limit the situations
in which violence occurs. Being aware of the
different types of violence can put people a step
ahead on trying to avoid it. Some ways to try and
avoid or prevent these types of violence include
talking to someone you trust, avoiding known
areas/people that might bring trouble, taking a
stand, and much more.
As most of us know, there have been countless
acts of violence within the walls of Brashear High
School for years, but it is not only Brashear where
this occurs. Just in the past week, there have been
two separate violent situations at Carrick High
School that have caused uneasiness in teachers
and staff. There was a very violent incident at
Brashear that sent a student to the hospital, and
many incidents earlier this school year where staff
and students have been severely injured. While
reviewing these incidents, it is clear that attention
must be drawn to situations such as the one
described and change needs to occur.
Hopefully, everyone can begin taking steps in
the right direction to put an end to all the
violence. It takes recognizing the problem,
educating yourself on it, and then finding the
determination to fix the problem.
Students and staff, community members and
leaders, what do you think can and should be
done to address this issue?

THUR, OCT 28TH
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National Mentoring Month 2022
(January 1 - 31, 2022 in the USA)
January 2022 is National Mentoring Month.
National Mentoring Month is a campaign held
each January to promote youth mentoring in the
United States. It was inaugurated in 2002, and is
spearheaded by the Harvard School of Public
Health, MENTOR, and the Corporation for
National and Community Service.

Junior Steering Committee
Each month the Junior Steering
Committee, led by Social Studies
teacher Mrs. Jones, organizes activities
to engage students and staff to promote
school spirit and community. From
bake sale fundraisers, to weekly spirit
activites and door decorating contest,
school spirit at BRASHEAR is alive &
well!

Each year since 2002, President George W.
Bush has endorsed the campaign by proclaiming
January as National Mentoring Month. The
declaration has been endorsed by both chambers
of the United States Congress. The campaign's
media partners have included ABC, CBS, Fox
News, and NBC; Comcast; the National
Association of Broadcasters; Time Warner; and
Viacom.
Participants in the National Mentoring Month
campaign include leading nonprofit organizations
and numerous governors and mayors. Designated
nonprofit and governmental agencies are
responsible for coordinating local campaign
activities in communities across the country,
including media outreach and volunteer
recruitment. (With material from: Wikipedia) The
text "National Mentoring Month" has been taken
from www.cute-calendar.com

Have an idea for a story?
Want to see your name in print?
Submit a poem, short story,
editorial, etc on a topic of interest
AND your work could be published
right here in the next issue of THE
BULL PEN!
Contact us at:
ngeller1@pghschools.org
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Top 10 New Year's Resolutions for
2022 Source: Lisa Joyner, Country Living
1. Lose weight.
2. Eat healthier or change diet.
3. Get fitter and take more exercise.
4. Spend more time with family and friends.
5. Be more aware and take care of mental health.
6. Sort out finances and cut back spending.
7. Travel more.
8. Take up a new hobby, sport or other interest.
9. Be more environmentally friendly
10. Look for a new job.

Hello 2022!
By Sarah Voelker

Holiday Door Decorating Contest last
month. Above, CTE Teacher, Mr.
Weiblinger's classroom door; below,
Mrs. Jones

With the New Year coming in, many people
have made New Year's resolutions for
themselves. A New Year’s resolution is, by
definition, to make a decision at the beginning
of the year to start doing something or to stop
doing something. Basically, if you want to be
healthier, or workout more than you’d make
that promise to yourself that in the New Year,
you’re going to eat better and exercise.
With making a resolution, it means you need
to be determined enough to make it become a
reality. The New Year gives people a chance to
reset themselves and start off their year right.
Starting new and healthy habits and hobbies
gives people a really good start to the new year,
and hopefully they carry those things with them
throughout the year.
Some ways people can keep their goals up
and make their resolution into a long-term habit
is by being realistic about your goals, planning
ahead, tracking your progress, and not getting
down on yourself for one off day. Another
beneficial way to be successful in maintaining
your resolution would be sharing it with
someone so they can keep you honest.
Attempting new and different things can be
challenging and it’s important to not lose sight
of that. To make an effort at growing as a
person and becoming a better version of
yourself is commendable and should be
something to be proud of.
What is something you can set your sights
on to improve and flourish in 2022? What
goals to you have? What do you want to
accomplish? How do you want to see yourself
one year from today? Imagine it is January
2023, do you want to be thinking, I wish I
would have done/started this in Jan 2022, or
would you rather be thanking yourself that you
did?
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Work hard. Get Smart.

The Coffee House
In December, the 1st Library Coffee House,
sponsored by The Future Is Mine (TFIM) Club, took
place in the school library.
This is a great
opportunity for students to share their talents, relax
and enjoy some fellowship, all made possible by our
friendly librarian, Mr. Heywood.

Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!
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Biggest Space Telescope In
History Was Launched on
Christmas

Photos Contributed by: Mr. Heywood

Above: The James Webb Space Telescope.
Source: Wikimedia

Our Mission
The mission of Brashear High School is to
cultivate productive members of society by
providing quality instruction, academic rigor and
racial equity.
Brashear will accomplish this mission by
empowering
students,
teachers,
parents,
administrators and community stakeholders to
collaborate on how best to achieve success for all
students.
Our Vision
The Brashear community will engage in study,
work, service, and advocacy to develop global
citizens who contribute to society in meaningful
ways.
Pittsburgh Brashear High School
590 Crane Ave.
Pgh., PA. 15216
Phone: 412-529-7300
Fax: 412-529-7305
For Activity INFO:
Twitter @BrashearHS
Facebook: BrashearHighSchool
Website: pittsburghbrashear.com
Principal: Kimberly Safran
Assistant Principals:
Steve Trivanti - 12th
Jeremy Askin - 11th
Ameeta Schmitt, EdD - 10th
Marlo Robinson - 9th
Activities Director:
Kelley Gavlik (412-529-7314)
Athletic Director:
Tim DiPietro (412-529-7313)

Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
Kevin Bertram

Raine Annan

Dominic Drewery
Alexus Smith

Riley Palombia
Hannah Smith

Sarah Voelker

Advisor: Mr. Geller

An era-defining rocket launch happens
this week. Much-delayed, over budget and
high on science promises, the James Webb
Space Telescope (JWST) will—finger’s
crossed—finally go skywards this week ...
though it might be wise to expect delays.
Once in space the James Webb Space
Telescope (JWST) will spend a decade, at
least, observing the cosmos in infrared
light. That will enable it to look 13 billion
years into the past at light created just after
the Big Bang. Cue the first stars and
galaxies—and relative close-ups of
exoplanets and their atmospheres.
However, first comes a nail-biting launch
from the European Spaceport in French
Guiana, a French territory on South
America's northeastern coast. If it all goes
well then Webb will begin a 29-day
unfolding of its solar arrays and sunflowerlike sunshade as it moves into position at
the gravitationally stable Earth-sun
Lagrange Point 2 around 930,000 miles/1.5
million kilometers distant. This cannot go
wrong.
NASA’s JWST Program Director, Greg
Robinson, commented that “thousands of
parts had to work with precision for this
marvel of engineering to fully unfurl. The
team has accomplished an audacious feat
with the complexity of this deployment –
one of the boldest undertakings yet for
Webb.”
The sunshield deployment involved 139 of
the 178 release mechanisms on the $10
billion space telescope, including 70 hinge
assemblies, eight motors, 400 pulleys, and
90 cables.
The James Webb Space Telescope will be a
giant leap forward in our quest to
understand the Universe and our origins.
Webb will examine every phase of cosmic
history: from the first luminous glows after
the Big Bang to the formation of galaxies,
stars, and planets to the evolution of our
own solar system.
It's a powerful time machine with infrared
vision that will peer back over 13.5 billion
years to see the first stars and galaxies
forming out of the darkness of the early
universe.
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Farewell to a Legend

Chiropractor Safety
By Sarah Voelker
Many people make it a priority to go see a
chiropractor. They can be very beneficial for
people with pain in their back, necks, and
joints throughout their body. A chiropractor
is a trained health care professional who
focuses on the diagnosis and the treatment of
muscular disorders that they mainly treat with
adjustments or manipulations of the spine.
Some of the pros of seeing a chiropractor
include the relatively inexpensive cost and
the sessions which are effective in a short
period of time. Seeing a chiropractor can
relieve pain and tension from the back and
neck, arm or wrist pains, and foot and ankle
pain. Seeing a chiropractor can benefit people
with sleep disorders.
Though there are several positive aspects
involved with seeing a chiropractor, there are
also some negative aspects. Some of these
would include the possibility of bone damage
or even a fatal stroke. With neck adjustment
comes more risk of a stroke occurring which
can lead to death. There have been several
reported deaths due to chiropractic neck
injury.
Overall, it’s important to do proper
research before deciding to go see a
chiropractor. Obviously, there can be many
helpful things that can come from seeing a
chiropractor, but you have to consider the
risk if you do.

Picture: USA TODAY

By Dominic Drewery
Minutes before what was likely his final
game at Heinz Field kicked off, Ben
Roethlisberger faced the Cleveland Browns
game captains by himself at the Pittsburgh
Steelers ' midfield logo Monday night.
Fellow Steelers captains Cam Heyward and
Derek Watt would normally walk with Ben to
the coin toss, but the pair stopped short, letting
Roethlisberger go ahead without them. When
Roethlisberger realized what was happening, he
playfully swatted at them, but they continued to
hang back. Roethlisberger kept walking, until he
stood by himself at midfield for potentially the
final coin toss at Heinz Field of his 18-year
career. "We knew if we let Ben know ahead of
time, he would've been like, 'No, don't do that,'"
Heyward said. "So we took it out of his hands.
He was a little bit annoyed, but we wanted to
give him every bit of opportunity to celebrate
this." It was the kind of understated gesture
fitting of the veteran, who said earlier he
preferred winning Monday night to pomp and
circumstance in what was likely a final farewell
to his home field. The Steelers then delivered
Roethlisberger's greatest wish with a 26-14
victory against the Browns. Big Ben shared, "I'm
just so thankful for these fans and this place.
There's no place like it,''
I've been I diehard Steelers fan my whole life
and I know that Ben hasn’t had the best last
couple seasons, but he is for sure, in my opinion,
a first ballot Hall of Famer without a doubt. I've
watched Big Ben since I was a little kid just
getting into football. I looked up to him because
he was one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL
history His name is literally all over every top
10 stat line. He's just the GOAT, and I am for
sure going to miss him just as much as you guys
all will, too. Thank you #7.
Not sure what the future holds for our
Steelers. Will we look to Draft a QB this spring,
possibly Kenny Pickett from PITT, or maybe
current Steeler backups Mason Rudolph or
Dwayne Haskins have a shot. Not sure... But
one thing I know, I hope our beloved Steelers
don't end up like what our Pirates have become.
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ALERT - AFRICAN AMERICAN
HISTORY TRIVIA COMPETITION
IN
FEBRUARY!
SEE
MR.
HEYWOOD IN THE LIBRARY FOR
MORE DETAILS!
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Ever Ask Yourself, Where Can
I Go If I Need Help?
Social Worker - Mr. Pail

1. Title at Brashear: School Social Worker
2. What do you offer for our school/students? I
serve as a liaison between the student, family,
staff and outside agencies to address any issues
that may arise. My focus is to be sure that “ALL”
students are safe, have the basic needs and are
comfortable both in school and at home.
3. Why did you choose this career? This is rather
personal, but I do not mind sharing this; I was a
troubled youth and was caught up with a lot
inappropriate behaviors. When I was 17 years old
I was tired of living that lifestyle and I went to my
old social worker at school, because I was a drop
out, and she helped me tremendously to get my
life back on track.
4. Things you enjoy / challenges of your job?
What I enjoy about my job is having the ability to
and knowledge, both professionally and
personally, to assist students who are in need
and/or in a crises. A challenge is that there are a
lot of students dealing with so much and at times I
cannot address their needs/wants as quickly as I
would like
5. One thing you want people to know about
you? That I am an alright dude (LOL) and one
who cares about improving the lives of others
6. Where do you see yourself in 10 years; Having
my own private practice to provide services to
those dealing with any “life issues” that are
interfering with the individual’s dreams/goals
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Chiefs vs Bills: Could this be
the craziest game in NFL
Playoff history?
By Dominic Drewery
The Chiefs are headed to the 2022 AFC
championship game after a thrilling 42-36
overtime win over the Bills in the
Divisional round Sunday night in Kansas
City, Mo. All four divisional games this
weekend were determined on the final play
of the game, but the Chiefs were the only
home team to win and the only team to win
with a touchdown rather than a field
goal. The last four drives of regulation
produced 25 total points in final two
minutes: Bills touchdown and 2-point
conversion, Chiefs touchdown, Bills
touchdown, Chiefs field goal. The Bills
took a three-point lead with 13 seconds
remaining, but the Chiefs quickly got into
field goal range as Patrick Mahomes
connected with Tyreek Hill for a 19-yard
completion and Travis Kelce for a 25-yard
pass play. Harrison Butker's 49-yard field
goal sent the game into overtime. This was
redemption for Butker, who missed a 50yard field goal attempt and an extra point
kick earlier in the game. Mahomes' and
Josh Allen’s stat lines Sunday were
extremely similar. Mahomes finished with
378 yards and three touchdowns passing,
while Allen finished with 329 yards and
four touchdowns. Mahomes rushed for 69
yards and one touchdown, while Allen had
68 rushing yards. Bills wide receiver
Gabriel Davis set an NFL single-game
playoff record with four receiving
touchdowns. He scored all four of the Bills’
touchdowns and finished with 201 receiving
yards.
This has to completely be one of the
craziest playoff games I’ve seen in my life.
I’m not going to lie, I cannot believe what I
saw in those games on Sunday. To be
honest, I think the NFL should change its’
overtime rules because you have to give
both teams the ball, to make it fair, as that
gives the team who didn’t win the coin toss
a chance. Both teams played great football
but I do think the Chiefs simply just played
better football.

Call 412-622-3114

7. Dream vacation—Long road trip west……..
8. Hobbies, etc---I enjoy the outdoors, camping
,fishing, swimming, etc….
9. Advice for our students—My advice to the
students is to reach out to the Student Services

Department when/if they are dealing with any
negative issue/s. There always help for them
but the student needs to know that there is
help available. No matter what the
issue/situation may be. Where there is a
problem, there is a solution. They need to
understand that they are not alone…..

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Teenspace is a welcoming
neighborhood space where teens can
explore their interests and build their
own future without pressure or
expectations.
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Ms. Miller's Wonderful Warm ups
By Dominic Drewery

MLK

They Are Here Until They
Aren’t

You already know I had to get the best teacher
in the school in here AGAIN. Ms. Miller has a
great way of communicating through warm ups. I
honestly loveeeee the way she organizes her
warm ups, as she just makes it ten times more fun
for everybody! Even if it's not fun every day, it's
not hard and it gets her students engaged in the
lesson.

By: Raine Annan

As you can see in the picture above, it's an
easy process of just questions. For the Monday
warmup she just wants to know how you’re
doing and how you’re feeling and then she'll ask
you how your weekend went. That
communication that is a great way to build
relation with your students. On Tuesday for the
warm up it's thoughts for Tuesday. Basically,
she’s just asking any question, but at the same
time, making sure it’s an important question to
make sure that you as a person, are o.k.. As an
example, she asked everyone what their New
Year’s Resolution was. That’s just a great
question to ask somebody for the warm up
because a New Year’s Resolution is basically
how you can make yourself a better person, and
then we just talk about it. For Wednesday's warm
up we have "Would you rather Wednesday." For
this warm up, she just asks us any random,
"Would you rather," question. This is my favorite
one because she literally asks the hardest "Would
you rather," questions. They’re challenging to
answer, but I always find my way around and
think out of the box and answer correctly. I mean
I guess it is all just opinions, but it's still fun &
thought provoking to discuss about after we
finish. For the Thursday warm up we have
Thursday Trivia. I also really like this one a lot
because we're not allowed to cheat and go on
Google and she'll ask questions you must know
them, or else you’re just stuck there asking a peer
for the answer. And finally, we have the last day
of the week, Friday. Fridays are basically just
random, or as she calls them, Fri Yays. She just
wants to know what we’re going to do over the
weekend and something good that happened over
the whole week.
So yes, this is how amazingly and organized
our teacher Ms. Miller is, taking care of her
warm ups and her students. A huge shout out to
her for being one of the most caring people in the
school! THANK YOU!
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Have you ever noticed that moods have
changed ever since the pandemic struck us
2 to 3 years ago. Not only just moods, but
also business attitudes and just people in
general. How a business went from really
busy and running great, to employees and
profits, to having to shut down due to lack
of business and employees.
Let me ask you a question, how many
businesses near you had to shut down
because people don’t want to work? How
many places used to run so well and now
are closed due to lack of business and
people scared to leave their houses?
Not to be a negative nancy, but over the
years I’ve seen a pizza place that was so
popular shut down because they were so
underemployed, I see signs on stores
every day saying in need of workers, and
some places just shut down until they find
a better solution. Doesn’t it ever make you
wonder what our world will be like in a
few years if this continues?
Stores are even starting to raise their
rate per hour because of how desperate
they are. They are also starting to hire at
$15. Whenever you go out, it doesn't
matter when or where, I want you to look
at all the signs on stores saying hiring, and
the starting pay. I guarantee, instead of it
being like $10-11 an hour, they pay $15
-16 dollars an hour. Looking around will
really open your eyes to what is happening
around you. I mean you also got to feel
bad too, because honestly all these
business owners are losing the thing that
gives them money to put food on the table
for their families, and when their
restaurant or store closes they can no
longer do that. So this not only affects
external force,s but it also affects internal
forces as well. So I want you to think
about this how many places have shut
down in the past year because of this
pandemic... and has it affected you?

By Alexus Smith
As we approach Black History Month,
Brashear High School would like to
celebrate the importance of Martin Luther
King Jr. MLK Jr, is typically celebrated on
January 17th, but the impact he has placed
on society deserves much more awareness
and appreciation. Not only did he conduct a
Civils Rights Movement from the mid1950’s until his death in 1968, but he is best
known for his achievements in his fight for
racial equality in the United States.
This year we will be asking students the
following question in an essay contest: If
MLK Jr. were alive today, would he feel as
though his Dream has been fulfilled? Why
or why not? Over the last couple of years
there has been multiple occasions that
demonstrated racial injustice. From your
perspective, is today’s world what he dreamt
of?

BSU
By Alexus Smith
It's important to celebrate & display
Black excellence. BSU (Black Student
Union) is an organization that advocates the
needs of African American students within
the school. The group promotes cultural and
political awareness of issues impacting the
Black community. Although it advocates for
African Americans, any and everyone is
invited to join to help appreciate our
lifestyles and upbringings.
In February Brashear will be organizing
an assembly for Black History Month to
display our achievements, but also educate
on the historical events to destroy our race.
If anyone is interested in becoming a
member of BSU, please see Mrs. Cannon in
room 379.

You
Yearbook?
Did

Purchase

YOUR

By Alexus Smith
Being halfway through the school year,
we are coming to an end of memories we’ve
made along the way. Our Yearbook looks
back on the fun times, the way we’ve
grown, and what more is to come. Not only
will we get to see our school teams and
clubs, but the successes they’ve had on their
voyage. The Yearbook will highlight
Brashear High School's most engaging and
memorable moments. These moments are
filled with people who we call our family
and friends, who we’ve prospered with
along the way.
Ask someone older, and I'm sure they'll
share how they've looked back on their
Yearbooks over the years and relived
cherished meories and funny times, or if
they didn't get one, how they wish they
would have!
You have the chance right now to do so!
If you’re interested in purchasing a
Yearbook, please go to Jostens.com, or see
Ms. Engel for more details.
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Outlook Not So Good

The Human Brain

By: Raine Annan

By: Raine Annan

So I know you guys don’t really wanna
hear this the first few weeks of the New
Year, but things Covid-related are not
looking so hot. Why you may be asking
such a good question, we will get to that in a
moment. Last year was pretty bad, but once
you guys hear this, oh boy you're really not
gonna look forward to what comes ahead.
Things are so bad, stores might start to close
again and masks may be mandatory when
walking into shops, too. Not only that, but
school. Let's face it, we might end up back
online, but enough of that, let me tell you
the bad news that's taking place right now as
we speak.
So I don’t know if you have all heard,
but a lot of schools in Allegheny county are
going back online, and I know they all say
they will be closed for one day, but the last
time a school said that a day became a
week, and then a month, and then just fully
remote. So tell me this, do you think it’s for
one day? Honestly I feel the schools say
they are closing for the reason of being
understaffed due to high rise in Covid cases
and honestly if there are high rises of cases,
then I’d say like an eight ball outlook, not
good. Let's just say things are really not
good.
What I also heard on the news is that not
only are schools being affected, but
hospitals are being flooded with cases, and
nurses are getting sick along with patients,
too. But that's not all, as Covid is affecting
flights, as well. Travel is being hampered as
Covid concerns escalate, and airlines are
having staffing shortages due to Covid
outbreaks with their employees. Any
memories coming back? No, not yet? Well
all I’m saying is, "Buckle up folks, it's
gonna be a long miserable ride." So I’d say
be ready as things are escalating, and not in
the good way.
See you folks next month for a monthly
update on the world slowly falling apart.

The brain in a human body is a very
important organ, as it basically controls our
life. It controls emotion, movement, thought,
touch, motor skills, vision, breathing,
temperature, hunger, and pretty much
anything else you can think of. Here are some
fun facts about the brain for you. Did you
know most of the brain is actually made up of
fat, making it your fattest organ on your
body.
Your brain also doesn’t fully develop until
the age of 25! I know, shocking, right! But I
guess when you're in your teens you should
always know there is always more to learn.
Another very interesting fact is that our brain
never runs out of storage. Think about
that!?!? How many memories, how many
events, how many thoughts, and actions. It
really makes you think of what you can be
capable of doing. Some research suggests
that most people only use about 12-15% of
their brain capacity!

School Closing Again!
By: Raine Annan
Listen, I know you guys hate pandemic
talk, but the show must go on, and it
definitely will not be a good one or one that
has the usual happy ending. You know how
I said that only some schools were closing...
I lied. It started with maybe 5 or 6, then it
was 11, and now it's 20, and I am starting to
think that Brashear will be the next to go. I
keep hearing kids saying we should be
online, so many teachers are out sick and I
hear teachers saying the same thing.
Honestly I would agree, because if we
continue to walk through crowded hallways,
and crowded buses do we really think that a
virus won't spread like wildfire. I know that
it’s not only because of the crowding, it's
because of kids saying they have their mask
on, but it's not even covering their nose.
Also, there is a new strand of Covid
spreading like crazy, and getting hundreds
of thousands of people sick.
I’m not gonna lie coming into this year.
I had high hopes of a different year, the year
that would be better, turns out it’s not that.
We basically are at square one.
Anyone else tired of this constant bull.
2020 is the year it began, 2021 everything
cooled down, 2022 well, people are too sick
to work apparently, so now there is a lot of
unemployment, and this isn’t feeling too
great. If we go back online I know a lot of us
will be mad because we learn better in
person, and we just got social interaction
with our peers back. Somehow this whole
covid thing is starting to gel like a
punishment…you wouldn’t expect a kid to
not want school taken away but guess what
there are kids who want to stay rather then
be virtual and struggle with learning. I’m
gonna say it, this year so far has been a fail.

The brain is a very interesting, and
important part of the body because not only
does it control everything a human does, but
if one thing were to happen to your skull, any
damage puts you at risk for being, brain dead,
losing your ability to speak, your vision, and
even your memories. I know it's shocking, so
when someone tells you to wear a helmet on
your bike or skateboard, I suggest you do it,
or you could have a chance at losing
something that makes you whole.
You got to think, though, if humans
didn’t have brains we would pretty much be
oblivious to everything, considering if we
didn’t have them we’d be dead in a sense.
The brain is such a cool part of a human, and
did you know there is actually a career that
allows you to fix parts of the brain that are
damaged. This is what neurosurgeons do.
They may operate on someone who was in an
accident to stop bleeds from occurring and/or
fixing any additional damages. Here's the
catch when working on the brain, you have to
be careful because although it is the coding of
you body and very complex, it is also fragile.
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The Bull Pen
Futsal Around the World

Brashear Wrestling With Hardware

By Sarah Voelker

Pictured above, the 2021-22 Lady Bulls; Below,
Senior captain, Sarah Voelker, gets advice from 2nd
year head coach, Mr. Jerry McMeekin

Pictured below, 11th grader, team co-captain
Jahmier Kidd, getting recognized for his hard work
and leadership by boy's head coach, Carey White,
who's been at the helm for almost a decade

Futsal has come a long way over time
and has become very relevant in the world.
Futsal is a modified form of soccer played
with five players per side on a smaller,
typically indoor, field or gym. Futsal
soccer is most popular in Brazil. Brazil is
the most successful nation within
international Futsal, seeing as how they
have won several FIFA Futsal World Cup
titles.
The Brashear Girls soccer team has
formed their own Futsal team and they
have been competing throughout the
month of January. This team is coached by
the soccer coaches for the regular season,
Coach Daley and Coach David. They both
have made many efforts, forming this
Futsal team being one, to keep the girls
playing and working together as a team in
the off-season.
Having the girls compete in a Futsal
league gives them the opportunity to
sharpen up their skills and will also help
the team with working together.
Mackenzie Young, Junior and starting
goalkeeper, has done a phenomenal job in
Futsal so far. She shows so much passion
and determination while playing and her
skills are only improving the more she
plays. Young says, “Futsal is a great
chance for teams to continue playing
together while bettering their own skills.
The different atmosphere adds an
emphasis on being delicate and purposeful
with touches, which translates positively
when these teams get back on the field for
the regular season."

Above, 11th grader Shawn Solomon placed 5th in the
annual Allegheny County Wrestling Tournament.

Brashear Wrestling
YOUTUBE PAGE

Twitter Account

Wanna Climb???
Brashear Climbing Club meets every Thursday
from 3-5pm at Pittsburgh Ascend in the South
Side. We provide all the necessary equipment.
It's a great opportunity to do something
challenging, fun, exciting, and to meet new
people. Talk to Ms Varlotta in room 252 if you
are interested.

