February 2022 Edition

Showing Some Love

Making it to the 'Ship

Black History Month

Valentine's Day 2022
By Sarah Voelker
February 14th is a huge day for people
all around the world and is celebrated by so
many people. Though it is widely celebrated
by the people who are in relationships,
anyone can celebrate on this day.
Valentine’s Day is a day to show love to the
people in your life regardless of who they
are to you. Whether it’s with a simple text
or call to the one you love, flowers and
chocolate, or presents, there’s always some
way to show someone you love them and
are thinking of them.
There is an astronomical amount of
money spent for Valentine’s Day. It was
found by the National Retail Federation that
Americans spent $21 billion on Valentine’s
Day. In 2022, it was estimated that
Americans would spend over $23.9 billion,
which is the second-highest on record.
Though it is obviously a popular way that
people show their love and appreciation for
others on this day, it doesn’t have to be as
expensive as most people make it.
Some interesting facts about Valentine’s
Day…
1.St. Valentine wasn’t just one person
2.Americans send 145 million Valentine’s
Day cards each year
3.Millions are spent on people’s pets
4.First heart-shaped box of chocolates was
introduced in 1861.
5.Nearly 6 million people get engaged on
Valentine’s Day

Above, Head Coach Carey White talking X's & O's with
his team in the City League Championship at Peterson
Event Center.

The 2021-22 Bulls shocked a lot of folks by
advancing to the City League Championship
last month, even though they came up short
against Allderdice, there's a lot to be proud
about, and to look forward to. Coach White
shared, "I'm very proud of my players on how
they finished the regular season and playoffs.
Making to the 'Ship was a very nice reward for
their hard work all season. I just wish we
would have have played a little better down at
The Pete. We are looking forward to making a
run in the PIAA playoffs on 3/1 against General
McLane from Erie. Go Bulls!" Senior forward
Jacob Davis added, "This basketball season has
been a tough fought journey. I played to get
where I'm at right now, and I don't regret a
second of what I did."

Named Outstanding Wrestler
in the City League for 2022!

Some people have mixed emotions about
this day because if you aren’t in a
relationship it feels irrelevant. This day is
for anyone who wants to express
appreciation for the ones in their lives that
they love the most.

The month of February was definitely
filled with activities celebrating Black
History Month. Even though lessons &
projects were planned by teachers in various
departments throughout the school, our
librarian, Mr. Carlton Heywood, always
seems to take the lead, planning engaging
and thoughtful activities for both students
and staff.
Mr. Heywood oversaw the creation of
the Brashear Above Ground Railroad and
Mini Museum, guiding students in
highlighting
noteworthy
historical
achievements of local African Americans.
For example, students studied & learned
about the Famous/Infamous Edmund Pettus
Bridge (pictured above), finely recreated by
Gabby and Stephen. Sarah, Mazhia, Gabby
and Stephen also created the Civil Rights
protest that lead up to the bridge.
Mr. Heywood shared, "It was so beautiful
to watch our students build, create, learn and
discover together. The exhibits capture a
variety subjects and the timeline is our own.
There are several references to Pittsburgh's
rich African American history. Our
exploration and knowledge of various
subjects were chosen by the students. It's
something I truly look forward to each year."

THUR, OCT 28TH

Pictured above: Senior, Jermaine Williams, 152lb
Champ & Team Co-Captain

Pictured above: Tyree is holding the building with the
pink roof. It's the first building of Morehouse College.
Morisee rebuilt Greenlee field. Notice that it was one of
the only fields with lights. Owner Gus Greenlee owned
the Negro Laague Baseball Team, The Pittsburgh
Crawfords, The Crawford Grill and other Hill District
establishments. (More pictures on pg 5)

Feb 2022
Black Health And Wellness
By Kevin Bantram
For Black History Month, one of the 2022
themes is Black Health and Wellness. Black
History Month was created to focus attention
on the contributions of African Americans to
the United States. It honors all colored people
from all time periods of U.S. History, from the
17th century to African Americans living in
the United States today.

Black health is the promotion of health and
prevention of disease to reduce disparities and
achieve equality within the black community.
Wellness is an overall balance of a person's
social, spiritual, emotional, intellectual,
environmental and occupational well being.
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Looking For a Hero?
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Student Council At Work
Contributed by: Ms. Meade

By Kevin Bentram
Everyone needs a Hero. Everyone needs
someone to look up to. Mr. Robinson is that
guy!
Jackie Robinson was an American
professional baseball player who became the
first African American baseball player to play
in the MLB in the modern era. Robinson broke
the baseball color line when he started at first
base for the Brooklyn Dodgers on April 15,
1947. While he was actively playing, he was
getting a lot of racial hate on the field. He faced
death threats, and I can only imagine what it
would have been like to "walk a mile in his
shoes..."
Jackie Robinson played in the MLB for 10
years. Robinson was also an accomplished
athlete in many other sports. Another
interesting fact, in high school, Jackie Robinson
played on a team with other future Hall of
Famers Ted Williams and Bob Lemon.
Born Jan 31 1919 - Died Oct 24 1972
Teams he played for : Dodgers 1947, Royals
1946, Monarchs 1945, Bulldogs 1941.

Student Council sponsored a Black
History Month Door Decorating Contest in
February. The grand prize winner is Ms.
Thomas with honorable mention going to
Ms. Weyant.
Thanks so much for
participating!!!! I have heard many great
things about both of your doors from
multiple staff and students.
This Door Decorating Contest provided
an opportunity for students and staff to
work
together
and
highlight
the
contributions of many who need to be
celebrated for their contributions to the
history of our country. I hope it served to
remind us of those we've learned about in
the past, and maybe caught our eye and
taught us about someone new, someone we
may have never even heard about.

“A life is not important except in the impact it
has on other lives.” - Jackie Robinson
In a lot of my classes this month, we
focused on the achievements and contributions
of many famous African-Americans, and a few
I've never heard of. While searching info on
what to write and highlight for Black History
Month, what caught my eye was the
importance of "Black Health & Wellness." So,
hopefully everyone takes notice of its'
importance.
Pictured above: Grand Prize Winner, Ms. Thomas;
below, Honorable Mention, Ms. Weyant

Have an idea for a story?
Want to see your name in print?
Submit a poem, short story, editorial, etc
on a topic of interest AND your work could
be published right here in the next issue
of THE BULL PEN!
Contact us at: ngeller1@pghschools.org
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Work hard. Get Smart.
Lets get better,
at getting better.
GO BULLS!!!

Cool School Plunge 2022
Our Mission
The mission of Brashear High School is to
cultivate productive members of society by
providing quality instruction, academic rigor and
racial equity.
Brashear will accomplish this mission by
empowering
students,
teachers,
parents,
administrators and community stakeholders to
collaborate on how best to achieve success for all
students.
Our Vision
The Brashear community will engage in study,
work, service, and advocacy to develop global
citizens who contribute to society in meaningful
ways.
Pittsburgh Brashear High School
590 Crane Ave.
Pgh., PA. 15216
Phone: 412-529-7300
Fax: 412-529-7305
For Activity INFO:
Twitter @BrashearHS
Facebook: BrashearHighSchool
Website: pittsburghbrashear.com
Principal: Kimberly Safran
Assistant Principals:
Steve Trivanti - 12th
Jeremy Askin - 11th
Ameeta Schmitt, EdD - 10th
Marlo Robinson - 9th
Activities Director:
Kelley Gavlik (412-529-7314)
Athletic Director:
Tim DiPietro (412-529-7313)

Journalism - The Bull Pen Staff
Kevin Bertram

Raine Annan

Dominic Drewery

Alexus Smith

Hannah Smith

Sarah Voelker

Advisor: Mr. Geller

Every year the Special Olympics of
Pennsylvania does the Cool Schools Plunge to
raise awareness and funds to benefit the Special
Olympics of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Knox recruited students to participate in
the Cool Schools Plunge at Heinz Field on Friday
2/25/22. Mr. Knox shared, “We will be freezin’
for a reason when we plunge in at 11 am.”
To participate in the plunge there was a
suggested donation of $35, which included a Tshirt and boxed lunch for the student. This year
they have raised over $600 so far, exceeding their
goal of $500!
The mission of Special Olympics is to provide
year-round sports training and athletic
competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports
for children and adults with intellectual
disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities
to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage,
experience joy and participate in a sharing of
gifts, skills and friendship with their families,
other Special Olympics athletes and the
community.
If you would like to donate or simply become
a member of the Pittsburgh Brashear Cool School
Plunge team (already recruiting for 2023!), they
would greatly appreciate your support. Feel free
to share on your social media accounts. (Please
see link below)**
Mr. Knox uses The Plunge as a culminating
event to recruit for Unified Track and Field,
which starts in late March/early April.
Check out Pittsburgh Brashear High School's
team fundraising page for Special Olympics
Pennsylvania
- https://give.specialolympicspa.org/team/402470
(Below: FLASHBACK from PLUNGE 2021)

Drums Not Guns
The Promise of Brotherhood and The
Legacy Arts Project are offering a program
called Drums Not Guns funded by the Heinz
Endowment.
Anyone interested can reach out to school
counselor, Ms. Niedomys
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National Black History Month: Honoring
a Century of Excellence in Data
Collection and Use (Source: www.census.gov)
For more than 100 years, African American
leaders in the Department of Commerce have been
making significant, innovative contributions to our
collection of data to help us better understand our
country and our world. Through locations across the
country, the Commerce Department provides
services crucial to deploying connectivity, data, and
information to businesses, American communities,
and tribal, state and local governments—all who rely
on our data to make informed decisions across all
sectors of the economy.
In honor of Black History Month, the U.S. Census
Bureau, the National Telecommunications and
Information Administration (NTIA), and the Bureau
of Economic Analysis (BEA) are recognizing three
Black leaders who have made a lasting impact in the
field of data collection and use.
Gertrude E. Rush: Census Enumerator and Legal
Pioneer
The U.S. Census Bureau is proud of its history of
hiring a diverse workforce. Census work was one of
the earliest government jobs open to minorities. The
Census Bureau has been hiring African Americans as
enumerators and data processors since the 1870
Census, the first census conducted after the abolition
of slavery. But many of these enumerators faced
harassment and death threats, despite their protected
status as government agents.
In 1910, the Census Bureau issued guidelines that
communities with two-fifths African American
populations should have African American
enumerators. That same year, Gertrude E Rush, born
Gertrude Elzora Durden, became one of only two
African Americans to pass the Census Bureau’s
enumerator examination in Des Moines, Iowa, and
joined the 1,605 African American enumerators
working nationwide. The Iowa Bystander applauded
the hiring of "colored" census takers, congratulating
and hailing them as "respected citizens."
In addition to her role as a census enumerator,
perhaps the most important of Rush’s many
accomplishments was in the field of law. In 1918,
she became the first African American admitted to
the Iowa state bar. She would remain the only
African American woman to practice law in Iowa
until the 1950s. In 1921, she became president of the
Iowa Colored Bar Association, becoming the first
woman to lead a coed state bar association. Four
years later, after being denied admission to the
American Bar Association, she and four other
African American lawyers (who were men) founded
the Negro Bar Association (now called the National
Bar Association). It currently boasts about 65,000
members, predominantly African American.
Rush, also an author and activist in the civil rights
and women’s movements, died in Des Moines on
September 5, 1962, at the age of 82.
In 2010, 100 years after Rush became one of the
nation’s first African American enumerators, the
National Bar Association, which she helped found,
was among the groups that worked with the Census
Bureau to help ensure accurate counts of historically
underrepresented groups.
Larry Irving: NTIA Leader and Broadband Data
Groundbreaker
More than 25 years ago, the Internet was still
evolving from a network utilized primarily in
academia and government to the dynamic engine for
innovation and economic growth that we know
today.
At the center of it all was Larry Irving, the first
African American assistant secretary to lead the
National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA). Irving played a pivotal role
in developing policies and programs to ensure access
to telecommunications and information technologies.
As part of his work to develop public policy in
this new era, Irving led an effort to improve our
understanding of who was being left behind in the
Internet Age. In 1994, Irving commissioned the
Census Bureau to collect data on Americans’ use of
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computers and compare it with key demographic
information, such as race, age and income. This
survey was among the first to reveal the existence of
the “digital divide,” a phrase popularized by Irving.
NTIA’s Internet Use Survey continues to this day.
This past November, the 16th edition of the survey
went into the field. With its large sample size and
more than 50 questions about Internet usage, it is the
most comprehensive national survey of how
Americans connect to the Internet and what they do
when they’re online. NTIA plans to release the
results of the survey and our analysis of the data in
the coming months.
Unfortunately, the digital divide that Irving
identified in the 1990s is still with us today. The
2019 NTIA Internet Use Survey found that 65
million Americans still did not use the Internet at all,
and that significant racial, educational, income, and
other disparities in adoption continued to persist.
Help is on the way, however. The Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law allocates $65 billion, including
about $48 billion to NTIA, for expanding broadband
in communities across the U.S., creating more lowcost broadband service options, and addressing the
digital equity and inclusion needs in our
communities.
In 2019, Irving was elected to the Internet Hall of
Fame, which honored his groundbreaking work to
identify the digital divide and advocate for equitable
access to the Internet. Today he is president of the
Irving Group, a consulting firm, and Chairman of the
Board for the Public Broadcasting Service. NTIA
recognizes Irving’s monumental achievements and
lasting legacy as a champion for universal internet
access.
Jeffrey Barnett: BEA Economist Sheds Light on
Pandemic’s Impact on U.S. Economy
For Jeffrey Barnett, an economist at the Bureau of
Economic Analysis (BEA), Black History Month is
“a time to reflect and recognize the significant
contributions African Americans have made to the
United States. It’s also a time to remember the
extraordinary sacrifices Black men and women have
made to allow us to have the freedoms we have
today.”
In December, Barnett was honored with BEA’s
George Jaszi Employee Excellence Award for
“consistently demonstrating exceptional leadership
skills, vision, and tenacity.” Barnett, chief of the
National Economic Accounts’ Business and
Consumer Services Branch, was recognized for his
innovative research that led to the development of
alternative, high-frequency indicators for measuring
the services sector’s economic activity. His research
directly contributed to a better understanding of the
COVID-19 pandemic’s effects on the U.S. economy,
according to the text accompanying his award.
In addition to the Jaszi award, Barnett was part of
a group that won a Gold Medal last year from the
Commerce Department for customer service. Barnett
and his colleagues were honored for rapidly
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic by
developing new way to analyze and measure recordsetting disruptions to the U.S. economy.
Barnett holds a bachelor’s degree in economics
from Howard University and a master’s degree in
management from the University of Maryland Global
Campus. Barnett has served on BEA’s Diversity and
Inclusion Council and is currently a member of the
council’s External Community Initiatives Subgroup.
In 2020, he participated as a panelist on the council’s
“Conversation on Race.”

www.census.gov

Gertrude E.
Rush

Larry Irving

Jeffrey Barnett

Human body/ Brain - Part 2

By: Raine Annan
The human body is very interesting… You
may be thinking how interesting a body is. Well
you can find out some interesting things like ear
wax is actually a type of sweat, that we blink
about 20 times per minute… or how your ears
never stop growing. Yep, even when you're 90
years old, your ears are gonna continue to grow
until the moment
you OCT
die… yeah
yeah sounds
THUR,
28TH
dark, but it's not. How about this interesting fact:
when listening to music your heart beat will sync
with the rhythm of the music… I know,
shocking, you don’t have to tell me. Not done
yet, did ya know that your brain can power a
light bulb when you're awake; no kidding your
brain actually produces electricity… jaw
dropping.
This might be bad news if you have blue
eyes, but sadly people with blue eyes are more
sensitive to pain then others with green or brown
eyes. Okay, okay... aside from that, here are
some facts about the brain… The brain is more
active at night than in the day. Scientists say that
if your IQ is high then you dream more then
others. The brain cannot feel pain, interesting
right, the fact that one part of your body does,
but the brain is never actually bothered, it just
signals you that you're in pain…
Concerning the brain, we all get headaches
right, but why? When you get a headache there
is a chemical reaction, along with muscles in
your neck being in pain causing your head to
hurt. Amazingly, in your late 20's, your brain
will start to lose some memory abilities along
with some cognitive skills… so if you forget
where something is or what you were going to
do, that would be the reason why.
Isn’t it weird how we barely know our own
bodies and what they are capable of? So much to
learn.

ALE
HIST
IN
HEY
MOR
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Someone To Look Up To!
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Black History Month, continued from pg 1
Left: Rocco is holding
his model of August
Wilson's house
located on Bedford
Avenue in the Hill
District.
Below: Anthony is
holding his lego
model of Atlantic
Records. Where the
Queen of Sou,l Aretha
Franklin asked for a
little RESPECT.

Social Studies Teacher - Ms. Daley
By Sarah Voelker
Ms. Daley is not only a teacher, she is an amazing
role model, leader, and positive presence in our
school. Students who don’t even have Ms. Daley are
inspired by her and look up to her. As a person she
is the most kind hearted and genuine person, and
she is able to steer students in the right direction.
She is an amazing example of what students should
aspire to be. I was fortunate enough to not only have
her as a teacher, but as my soccer coach.
What’s one of your favorite things about being a
teacher? Building relationships with students is one
of the best things about being a teacher. It’s
rewarding to see students grow and find themselves.
What is something you wish you could change
about being a teacher? In our society we live in
now, the career is not as eminent as it once was and
in particular when I was in school. I feel like I
looked up to my teachers and I’m not so sure the
profession is currently being looked up to or holds
the same respect that it used to.

Mid left: Penguin
fan Jolene has her
Boston hockey rink
where the first
African American
NHL player Willie
O'Ree
became
famous.
To left: Stephen is
holding his model
of the Crawford
Grill. A popular
nightspot for jazz
and great food. An
iconic
spot
in
Pittsburgh's
Hill
District.

What was your original plan for your future? I
wanted to be the Jane Goodall for elephants in
Africa.
What motivates you to come to work everyday? I
feel I hold myself and others to another standard and
it would be extremely hypocritical of me if I didn’t
show up but expected others to.
What do you see yourself doing in 5 years? I see
myself with a couple kids, sporting Brashear girls
soccer clothes as we win game after game after
game.
What are some of your hobbies? I like to workout,
go hiking, yoga, and be with my dog.
If you could go back in time, would you do anything
differently? Yeah, I had a scholarship for soccer that
was revoked because of some mistakes I made in
high school. I always wonder what my path would
be like if I didn’t make those mistakes. But, with
that being said, everything happens for a reason and
I really like where I am at in life right now.
What is one thing you hope to instill within your
students? To instill the love of learning, love of self,
learning more about who they are. But ultimately
for them to just be good people.

Call 412-622-3114

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Teenspace is a welcoming
neighborhood space where teens can
explore their interests and build their
own future without pressure or
expectations.
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Teacher of the Month Mrs. Gavlik

By Riley Palombia
Mrs. Gavlik is our “veteran teacher of the
month.” With this title Mrs. Gavlik has been
teaching at Brashear for more than 10 years.
She is a teacher in her mornings at Brashear,
and usually an activities director in the
afternoon. As her role as an activities director
she plans all of Brashear’s school activities,
assemblies, dances, events, etc. In her
mornings she is in charge of teaching
physical education class, specifically yoga
and dance.
In her first 18 years of teaching she only
taught all girl classes. For her, teaching all
girls was easier to incorporate the yoga and
dance into her lesson plans since girls tend to
be more interested in that type of physical
activity.
She also is in charge of the school store.
Brashear’s previous activities director did not
run a school store, but she thought it would
be a good idea. Now you see students and
teachers repping their bulls gear!
The biggest events Mrs. Gavlik has
planned for this year is prom and graduation
for the seniors. This year prom is going to
take place at the Carnegie Science Center.
Mrs. Gavlik will be sending out a revised
senior dates sheet, keep an eye out for that.
Thank you Mrs. Gavlik!

Pg 6

The Bull Pen
Junior Steering Committee
Contributed By: Ms. Jones
Junior Maurice Flloyd had the idea of
doing monthly Spirit Weeks to increase
school spirit and pride. Junior Steering
works together to decide the daily themes
and reviews suggestions from staff and
students. Junior Steering and student
helpers deliver raffle tickets to homerooms
each day of spirit week to give to staff and
students who participated in the days
theme. Winners are drawn daily during
Spirit Week!

Prioritizing Your Mental Health
By Riley Palombia
In today’s society it is important to
prioritize our mental health. Many people
believe that their mental health is just their
personality, and there’s no changing or
helping it. Some ways that you can better
your mental health are, taking time out of
your day to focus on only yourself, yoga,
meditation, and sleep. A lot of people also
take up a hobby to better their mental
health.

As teenagers during our high school years,
some of our mental health can be at an all
time low. It is very important to not over
complicate things, or harm ourselves by
stressing over small things too often. If you
feel like you are struggling with your mental
health asking for help isn’t a weakness, it’s a
strength. Being strong enough to tell yourself
that you need assistance in bettering your life
makes you a better person. Keeping a “work”
and “social” life balance is also key to
keeping your mental health at peace. Some
people overwhelm themselves with too much
of a “work” setting which causes their brain to
overstimulate itself. It’s okay to give your
brain a break sometimes.
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Take Action Before it Gets
Worse

What School is Supposed To Be
By: Raine Annan

By: Raine Annan
Fights happen pretty often, and in that
fight one person or another usually ends up
getting severely hurt and what are we doing,
nothing. We may think that we are doing
something about it, but we are not. Some
teachers and adults stand on the sidelines
doing nothing, and only stopping it when
things escalate.
Last week there was a fight between
some kids and the kid in the end had to go to
the hospital. These kids were getting hurt
while adults struggled to get control. They
only stepped in when the kid was slammed
to the ground neck first, and got his head
stomped on multiple times. How many
times are you going to let a fight get so bad
that a kid ends up in the hospital? This isn’t
even the first time this has happened; there
have been other fights where people have
been either put into hospitals or just left on
the ground not moving. Adults stand there
and watch because they are too scared to
stop what's happening in front of their face,
and honestly if you cannot handle your own
job, and trust me you signed up for this
when you started being a teacher, then
what's the point? I know you guys don’t
want to get hurt, trust me I get it, but rather
than let kids beat the crap out of each other,
try and separate them and put them in
different rooms, because honestly are you
just gonna watch your workplace become
violent. Are you gonna watch two kids let
their rage get the best of them and possibly
ruin their lives, no you should stop it before
it leads to that.
I realize school is supposed to be this
safe environment for the teachers, and for
the students, but it feels like it isn’t. A
solution, maybe teachers should get training
to separate fights, or violence when they see
it happening so it doesn’t lead to another kid
in the hospital.
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Jellyfish
By: Raine Annan
What sea creature do you think has been
around the longest? If you guessed jellyfish
you’d be right, because believe it or not,
they have been in our ocean waters for over
500 million years, and that might even be
longer than when dinosaurs were alive.
Jellyfish are like umbrellas, in a sense. They
float around all day and sting their prey.
They are made up of mostly water, and now
I’m not talking about a tiny percentage.
They are made of 98% water, and that
makes it hard to see them when they float
around in the waves of the ocean. Back to
how old they are. Scientists even have
evidence going back to how long they have
existed, isn’t that shocking, to know that
something so old hasn’t gone extinct yet?
Here's something interesting. Did you
know that some jellyfish can basically cheat
death and respond like they are in a video
game? Well this jelly fish in particular is
called turritopsis nutricula who when
encountering danger automatically shuts
itself down and regenerates new cells to
stay alive. If humans could do that life
would seem a lot longer, but I don’t suggest
we do it. Some more interesting facts about
jellyfish is they don’t think, no really, they
don’t they have no brain, and no bones,
they are basically brain dead creatures that
can move. But you have to admit, they are
really beautiful when they aren’t trying to
sting everything they see.
Now on to what some would think is the
frightening part. Jellyfish can harm humans,
and other sea creatures, sd they have
tentacles with venom and whenever
something comes in close contact it
becomes threatened and stings. Now not all
stings can kill someone, most only slightly
injure people, but others could kill in a
matter of minutes. The most deadliest
creature is a jellyfish, but the one that is
most harmful would be the box jellyfish,
which when it stings can kill. Literally once
the venom makes contact with your skin it's
game over, you're dead in minutes. Think
about it, do you think of the ocean the same
after hearing this?

School is a place where children come to
learn, where teachers go to educate kids. The
definition of school is an institution for
educating children… But, something is off. We
get on a bus everyday, go to school and expect
to learn & not be interrupted, like a normal
school day. Why am I bringing this up… it
might sound ridiculous but aren’t you tired of
hearing about the fight that just happened or the
kids that interrupted class with their consistent
drama? Honestly, it’s either everyday or every
week, but during the school day a fight will
break out between two teens, and teenagers will
surround them taking videos, saying things like
beat him or her up or saying “oooo” because
anything to get out of class is fascinating, right?

Okay I know you’re tired of hearing about
class being interrupted, well teachers are
supposed to be able to have control over a
classroom, no interruptions, and control over all
things in schools, now that doesn’t happen as
much as it should. In classrooms some kids will
talk over the teacher, or stay on their phones
ignoring them, completely throwing away their
education and their future. Some other kids will
argue in class interrupting the learning
environment completely. I know from
experience. I witnessed two people argue and
fight based on the simplest thing, but hey
anything to get out of work. I know that’s not
ALWAYS the reason, but sometimes it feels
like that.
Let me tell you what a school is supposed to
be: a place where people feel safe. When school
no longer feels like a prison. School is supposed
to be a place where students can feel free to ask
questions, or maybe even prove to people that
they are capable of doing something no one
thought they could. High school is the thing that
helps your future, so honestly tell me do you
think that there needs to be some sort of change
in behavior? And think about this for a
moment... What can WE do as students to take
OUR school back? To help stop others from
cheating us (the people who want to learn) from
OUR education...
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Boys & Girls Hoops - Senior Recognition Night

Brashear Wrestling

Road Trip!
Please congratulate the following wrestlers
who qualified for Regionals in Altoona in
this weekend (March 4-5)!! If they place top
4, they qualify for STATES in HERSHEY,
March 10-12!
Jermaine Williams - 1st Place and
Outstanding Senior Wrestler Award (Only
the 3rd wrestling in Brashear history to
receive the Outstanding Senior Wrestler
Award - TJ Hanna '05 & Godwin Nyama '12)
Michael Woodson - 3rd Place
Etienne Mahano - 3rd Place
Shawn Solomon - 2nd Place
Rio Moon - 3rd Place
Rowerre Calloway - 1st Place
I would also like to recognize Rafael Diaz
who fought hard and placed 4th.
If you see these young men around, please
congratulate them! They all deserve it!

